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December 16, 2022

Honorable City Council
Room 395, City Hall
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Attention: Lisa Hughes

SUBJECT: REFUND CLAIM FROM CROFT RETREAT LP - LINKAGE FEES
Honorable Members:

In accordance with the Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Sections 22.12 and 22.13,
the Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety (LADBS) requests Council approval
of refund claim number 155302 in the amount of $149,744.28.

On January 21, 2021, LADBS received payment in the amount of $550,598.63 from
Croft Retreat LP (Claimant) under building permit 19010-10000-04237 for the project
located at 130 S. Croft Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90025. The Claimant submitted a claim
for refund on April 30, 2021 for overcharge of linkage fees. Upon further review, LADBS
plan check staff determined the linkage fee should have been calculated based on the
net new floor area after deducting the demolished floor area structure. Therefore, the
Claimant is entitled to a linkage fee refund in the amount of $149,744.28. Attached are
supporting documents regarding the claim for refund.

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact the LADBS Chief
Accounting Employee at (213) 482-6782. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
N for
Osama Younan
General Manager
Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety

LADBS G-5 (Rev. 12/12/2022) AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER



Item No.: __ 7

CITY OF LOS ANGELES
CLAIMS BOARD

RECOMMENDATION OF THE CLAIMS BOARD
FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE CITY COUNCIL

The Honorable City Council
City of Los Angeles

Room 395, City Hall

200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Honorable Members:

At its meeting on January 19 , 2023, the Claims Board of

the City of Los Angeles considered a report of the Department of Building and Safety in
the matter of:

Refund Claim From Croft Retreat LP — Linkage Fees: re: Claim No. 155302.

and voted ( 3/0 ) that your Honorable Body (approve/reject) the recommendation of
the Department of Building and Safety.

Other action:

Claims Board, City of Los Angeles

By /sl Kellilyn Porter
Chairperson

cc: City Attorney



1/18/23, 3:15 PM City of Los Angeles Mail - 01-19-2023 Claims Board Packet

01-19-2023 Claims Board Packet

Margarit Avesyan <margarit.avesyan@lacity.org>

Kelli Porter <kelli.porter@lacity.org> Wed, Jan 18, 2023 at 2:35 PM

To: Margarit Avesyan <margarit.avesyan@lacity.org>

Cc: Scott Marcus <Scott.Marcus@lacity.org>, David Cano <david.cano@lacity.org>, Tony Miera <tony.miera@|acity.org>,
Dikran Sassounian <dikran.sassounian@lacity.org>, Cory Brente <cory.brente@]acity.org>, Denise Mills
<denise.mills@lacity.org>, MICHAEL BOSTROM <michael.bostrom@]acity.org>, Aneta Freeman
<aneta.freeman@lacity.org>, Alysia Lim <alysia.lim@l]acity.org>, Noreen Vincent <noreen.vincent@lacity.org>, Gabriel
Dermer <gabriel.dermer@lacity.org>, Guadalupe Lopez Torres <guadalupe.lopez@lacity.org>, David Michaelson
<david.michaelson@lacity.org>, Star Parsamyan <star.parsamyan@lacity.org>

Good afternoon,

All Agenda Items will be approved by unanimous consent. No attorney appearances are required on Thursday.
Margo, can you please notify any other parties that their appearances are not required.

Thanks,

Kellilyn Porter

Assistant City Attorney
Claims and Risk Management Division

City Hall East 1 200 N. Main Street, 8th Floor I Los Angeles, CA 90012 1 (213) 978-8373

On Tue, Jan 10, 2023 at 4:59 PM Kelli Porter <kelli.porter@lacity.org> wrote:
[Quoted text hidden]
[Quoted text hidden]

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=ba358e60e5&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A175540153676782068 1 &simpl=msg-f%3A1755401536...
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cLAM #155%02

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING AND SAFETY

CLAIM FOR REFUND

(LADBS has been closed to public for Covid 19) Reeivpd Dage ,,,,,,

Croft Retreat, LP & its attorney, The Law Office of Steve Hoffman g =

11 . ~ ‘3
C/O The Law Office of Steve Hoffman, 4929 Wilshire Blvd Suite 410, Los Angeles CA 98010

\1

(323) 997-1188

REFEAD AINFORMATION

130 S. Croft Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90025
(LADBS has been closed to public for Covid 19)

Amount Claimed $ 3149.781-36 Date Fees Paid: 1/21/21

JOB LOCATION:

19010 - 10000 - 04237 and 19019 - 30000 - 06442

RECEIPT #/PERMIT #/REFERENCE #:

See attached letter and Exhibits documenting that we are owed $149,781.66.
We were charged on gross sq footage of 30,997 instead of Net of 18,979 after 12,018 demo.

_Because of the attached attorney's fee lien, please make the check payable to:

"Croft Retreat, LP & Law Office of Steve Hoffman" and mail to 4929 Wilshire Bivd., #410, L.A,, CA 90010

A Claimant ) be required to submit te examination under oxth. (Charter Section 217,
Presentution ur.a fatse cluim is » Telomy. (Califurais Penal U ode Settion 72,3

1 HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE QTA’PEM@NTS/ARE TRUE.

%tea/%Hoglp Mok Kbtreat. LP ] ./"7"’ April 22, 2021
nAte

FOR DEPARTMENT OF Bl 1/.01;(:'; & SAFETY (st oney VB3, Hily .28
-‘1'\)0{'\'7’ APPROVED FOR REFUND $ b 4
REMARKS: { detm  vtpat danied vehnd ‘F Aeano, ,0‘( LJ ff_,__
Credis s e qu?nli—%r demolished . Squau@ ‘
whited] by I’u
%I@ . &= \O!BL@/ s i
lppr ved by

‘I)lll T [O 7/_\/ ro',?’)y

/ 1

N B

SIGSATURE AND HITLE QOF C) ATMANT /,

As a covered entity under Title |l of the Americans with Disabiliies Act. the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of
disabiity and. upon request will provide reasonabie accommodation to ensure equal access 10 its programs services and activiies
www ladbs org

MISC Form 01 (Rev 12-29-2016) Page 1 of 4



9/27/22, 1:30 PM

LADBS Recommendation Form
CLAIM # 155302

Bureau: Engineering B P n 20 T
Division: Green Building

~

! 1. Did LADBS perform any work for which the permit or receipt was issued?
yes

Refund Claims

Tuesday, September 27, 2022 13

Document Number: 19010-10000-04237
Receipt Number:

Receipt Date:

Fee Period:

Job Address: 130 S CROFT AVE 90025

=
1
2. Are the reasons given by claimant correct?

' yes

1

3. Did LADBS initiate an action that resulted in an error?
yes

4. |s this a duplicated permit or receipt of the same job or item?
no

N A T g e— T —

no

$149,744.28

6. Is a refund recommended?
yes

Reviewed By: TEODORO DIAZ RODRIG
Reviewed On: 09/13/2022

Approved By: CHARMIE HUYNH
Approved On: 09/22/2022

History
Action
Review Approved & Retumed to FSD

Review Completed & Submitted for Supervisor Review (to CHARMIE
HUYNH)

Assigned (to TEODORO DIAZ RODRIGUEZ)
Created

https://vm-08wnetapp01/ClaimForRefund/EditView/RecomendFormPrint

A R AT EoronesaET oy

LADBS should have given credit on the linkage fee floor area used to calculate the linkage fee, due to the demolished structure.

5. Of the gross amount claimed, is the amount claimed pertaining to the(se) particular item(s) correct?

Linkage fee rate used was $12.46 per square foot. Floor area of demolished apartment is 12018 sf. Credit to be given is: $12.46 x 12018 sf =

LADBS should have given credit on the linkage fee floor area used to calculate the linkage fee, due to the demoalished structure.

Financial Service Div.'s Comments:
Rush-For Reconsideration of Linkage Fee Overcharged
Liaison's Comments:

Reviewer's Comments:
Supervisor's Comments:

By On
CHARMIE HUYNH 9/22/2022 8:39:45 AM

TEODORO DIAZ RODRIGUEZ 9/13/2022 1:12:13 PM

MARGARET KUHN 6/16/2022 7:11:01 AM
MARY SUM 6/15/2022 3:16:22 PM

:30 PM
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STEVE A. HOFFMAN

Attorney At Law
4929 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 410
Los Angeles, CA 90010
PHONE:(323) 997-1188/ FAX:(323) 937-1539

June 2, 2022

PRE-LAWSUIT REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF DENIED LINKAGE FEE REFUND CLAIM

THE DENIAL STATES THE OPPOSITE OF (1) THE IMPLEMENTION MEMO.
(2) THE ORDINANCE. AND (3) CALLY HARDY OF CITY PLANNING’S EMAIL.

FACT: THE LINKAGE FEE ON MULTI-UNIT IS CALCULATED BY DEDUCTING
THE DEMO’D MULT-UNIT.

Via Email Only — (LADBS has been closed for Covid 19)
City Clerk

Room 395, City Hall

200 N. Spring Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Refund Claim No. - 1558302

Job Location 130 S. Croft Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90025
(Apt) Bldg Permit # 19010 - 10000 - 04237 $386,260.00 = 30,997 FA x $12.46 per sq ft
(Apt) Demo Permit # 19019 - 30000 - 06442 -12,018 sq ft of Demo/Existing
Most we could be charged -$236.478.34 18,979 Increased FA x $12.46
Overcharged Linkage Fee: $149,781.66

Date Paid: 121721

Dear LADBS:

1. Exhibit “1" Denial Letter: The City's denial letter dated May 18, 2022 and
postmarked May 27, 2022, states:

“There is no credit for multi-unit dwelling units based on demolished floor area, Per
19.18.C.2 all new floor area is subject to linkage fee. When it refers to ‘added’ floor
area, it means an addition to an existing building, not the new floor area after a
building has been demolished.” (Bold added.)

2 This Denial states the Opposite of the Exhibit “2'" Implementation Memo:

(1), (2) and (3) How is the Fee Calculated?

FOR EACH DEVELOPMENT PROJECT, THE LINKAGE FEE IS
CALCULATED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING AND SAFETY as
follows:

The amount of NEW OR ADDED FLOOR AREA IN THE DEVELOPMENT
PROJECT DEVOTED TO THE USES DESCRIBED IN THE LINKAGE FEE
SCHEDULE BELOW (AFTER SUBTRACTING ANY ELIGIBLE DEMOLISHED
FLOOR AREA as defined in LAMC 12.03 within the prior vear.)

LINKAGE FEE SCHEDULE:

RESIDENTIAL USES (6 or more UNITS).

(Numbering, Caps, underlining and bold added.)







130 S Croft Ave 1-18 Permit #: 19010 - 10000 - 04237
Plan Check #: BI9LA201952 Printed; 0V2121 03:19PM
Event Code:
Bldg-New GREEN - MANDATORY City of Los Angeles - Department of Building and Safety lssued on: 0172172021
Apartment
Regula:;I an Chock APPLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT Last Status: Issucd
Plan Check AND CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY Status Date:01/21/2021
LIRACE BLOCK  LOXG COINTY MAP REE 4 PARCILIDE TN || 2. ASSESSOR PABCELS
TR 4353 I8 6 M B 74-25/26 138B173 702 || 5511 -014 - 008
- —
Arca Planning Commission - Central Census Teact - 2148.00 Neas Source Zon¢ Distance - 2.3
LADBS Branch Office - LA District Map » 1388173 Thomas Brothers Map Grid - 633-A1
Council District - 5 Encrgy Zonc - 9
Centified Neighborhood Council - Mid City West Earthquake-Induced Liquefaction Area- Yes
Community Plan Area - Wilshire Methane Hazard Site - Methane Zone
zonzssy R3-1 :

4. DOCUMENTE
Z1 - Z1-2452 Transit Priority Area in the ORD - ORD-183497

.

© RENT - YES CPC - CPC-1974-25066
Ui ORD - ORD-146330 CPC - CPC-25066

ORD -ORD-146336
E) |

$ COLCKLIST [TEMS
L Special Inspect - Concrete>2. Sksi Fabricator Reqd - Structural Steel Storm Water - LID Project
) Special Inspect - Structural Observation Permit Flag - Fire Life Safety Cl¢amce Reqd Permit Flag - Rec and Parks Fee Memo Reqd

Fabricator Reqd - Shop Welds Permit Flag - Fire Lifc Safety by LADBS Std. Work Descr - Seismic Gas Shut Off Valve
L.o e ———————a —— ———
A Owner(s):
o CROFT RETREAT LP 11601 SANTA MONICA BLVD LOS ANGELES CA 90025
%) Tenant:
fa Agpplicant; (Relasionshipc Agend for Owner)
s DON TOLENTINO - (310) 914-5555

1 EXISTING VST 2ROPOSED USE
') (05) Apartment NEW 120 X 809" 4 STORY 18 UNIT APARTMENT BUILDING OVER A
'77 (07) Garage - Private SUBTERRANEAN GARAGE
(93] 2 B an Site & Vs Far inspection requests, eall toll-free (888) LA4BUILD (524-2845),

fr—— or request inspections via wwwJiadbs.org, To speak to o Call Conter

W IOAPRLICATION EROCESSING (NFORMATION agent, call 311 Ousido LA Cotmty, eall (213) 4733231,

BLDG. PC By: Michac! Perez DAS PC By: ShineLin

OK for Cashier: Lisa Thamiz Coord. OK: =

Si R S e BT Daze: 011972021 For Cashier’s Use Only W/O #: 9100423
11, PROJECT VALUATION & FEE INFORMATION Flast Fos Period
Permit Valuation, $5,200,000
FINAL TOTAL Bidg-New 550,598.63 School District Residential Lovel 1 126,480.00
Permit Fee Subtotal Bldg-New 20,855.50 Dwelling Unit Construction Tax 3,600.00
Enesgy Surcharge Residential Development Tax 5,400.00
Handicapped Access CA Bidg Std Commission Surchar 20800, WL JBLOCKSO 01/21/21 3:19:25 PM
Plan Check Subtotal Bldg-New 679.72 Green Bullding
Off-hour Flan Check 339.86 Permit Issuing Fee 000 Payment Date: 01/21/21
Plan Maintenance 300.00 Linkage Fee 386260000 Receipt No.: 20210210019

. i 14 " .
Sy o Amount: $650,598.63
Sys. Surcharge 1,417.36 Method: iCL Check
Planning Surcharge 1,330.50 .
Planning Surcharge Misc Fee 10.00 Building Card No.: 2021WL00030
Planning Gen Plan Maint Surcharg 1,552.26
L CaplD: ___ TomBondgDus

Owner- Bmlda Dec uon Signed Declaration l Imm“mmnllmmmm‘ﬂmm “i!ll;ﬂﬂsﬂmmﬂﬂj
Plot Plan






5/13/2021 hitps://ucs.insidela.org/ladbs _prod/my/3/0/0/a_search_result/network_printer, _print.htm?__DOUBLESUBMIT__=0jgOaEM4AQj6T%2bnzb...

1828 Sawtelle Blvd., 2nd Floor
West Los Angeles, CA 90025

Receipt
Your Reference Number:
2021021001-9
01/21/2021 3:17:42 PM
jblockson
TRANSACTIONS _ B
LADBS PERMIT $550,598.63
2021021001-9-1
Name: DON TOLENTINO
Job Address: 130 S CROFT AVE 1-18
Permit Number: 19010-10000-04237

Building Permit Reference Number: 2021WL00030

Off-hour Plan Check ‘ $339.86
D.S.C. Surcharge $708.93
Sys. Surcharge $1417.86
Planning Surcharge $1330.50
Planning Gen Plan Maint Surcharge $1552.26
Planning Surcharge Misc Fee $10.00
Permit Issuing Fee $0.00 o,
Linkage Fee $386260.00 s \7
Dwelling Unit Construction Tax $3600.00 QV \
Residential Development Tax $5400.00
CA Bldg Std Commission Surcharge $208.00
School District Residential Level 1 $126480.00
Permit Fee Subtotal Bldg-New $20855.50
Plan Check Subtotal Bldg-New $679.72
Plan Maintenance $300.00
[E.Q._!_rlstrunquggign $1456.00
LADBS PERMIT $2,452.92
2021021001-9-3

Name: DON TOLENTINO

Job Address: 130 S CROFT AVE 1-18

Permit Number: 19020-10000-02601

Building Permit Reference Number: 2021WL0O0031

E.Q. Instrumentation $84.00
Permit Issuing Fee $0.00
Off-hour Plan Check $157.50
D.S.C. Surcharge $60.05
Sys. Surcharge $120.09
Planning Surcharge $115.05
Permit Fee Subtotal Nonbldg-New $1445.00
Plan Check Subtotal Nonbldg-New $315.00
Planning Surcharge Misc Fee $10.00
CA Bldg Std Commission Surcharge $12.00
Planning Gen Plan Maint Surcharge $134.23
LADBS PERMIT $2,602.50
2021021001-9-5

Name: DON TOLENTINO

Job Address: 130 S CROFT AVE 1-18

Permit Number: 20030-10000-01671

Building Permit Reference Number: 2021WL00032
Permit Fee Subtotal Grading $2125.00
Plan Check Subtotal Grading $0.00
D.S.C. Surcharge $63.75

https://ucs.insidela.org/ladbs_prod/my/3/0/0/a_search_result/network_printer - print.htm?__DOUBLESUBMIT__=0jgOaEM4AQj6T%2bnzbrkwUAQvZY...  1/2






5/13/2021 Image Display CORE Admin Center iPayment Enterprise 4.5.1.5.0

iPayment Reference Number:

2021021001-9
Effective Date 1/21/2021
Workgroup West Los Angeles
User jblockson

TS DOCULIENT HAE A COLORED BACKGPOUND AND IMCROPRINTING THE REVERSE Seni- iNCLUDES AN AHLIFICIAL WATERMARK..
B0 IY -5555 Pin, F g
ETR! " PACIFIC WESTERN BANK
01!1?;1 sgn MuucEaAALLP_ 4160 West ObmpioBiv. 5269 w
Los Angpies, CAR0023. : L“fgsfm w0100 pate /122021 ‘
"PAY TO THE . » : © wXUL .
' ; : “555,654.05
oRpEROF C'TYOFLOSANGELES =~ . S
Five Hundred Fifty-Five Thousand Six Hundred Fifty-Fous and 05/100 e ol
. CITY OF LOS ANGELES ; ' :

[

\

Powered by CORE Business Technologies [..D-E
https://ucs.insidela.org/ladbs _prod/my/4.htm?_DOUBLESUBMIT__=0jgOaEM4A0j6T+nzbrKwUAqvZYHHKg1 DYAebEHoj150=&__RQM__ =t Al
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