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To: Clerk.CIS@lacity.org

A Neighborhood Council Community Impact Statement (CIS) has been successfully submitted to your Commission or City
Council. We provided information below about CISs and attached a copy of the CIS.

We encourage you to reach out to the Community Impact Statement Filer to acknowledge receipt and if this Community
Impact Statement will be scheduled at a future meeting. Neighborhood Council board members are volunteers and it
would be helpful if they received confirmation that you received their CIS.

The CIS process was enable by the to Los Angeles Administrative Code §Section 22.819. It provides that, "a
Neighborhood Council may take a formal position on a matter by way of a Community Impact Statement (CIS) or written
resolution." NCs representatives also testify before City Boards and Commissions on the item related to their CIS. If the
Neighborhood Council chooses to do so, the Neighborhood Council representative must provide the Commission with a
copy of the CIS or rResolution sufficiently in advance for review, possible inclusion on the agenda, and posting on the
Commission's website.Any information you can provide related to your agenda setting schedule is helpful to share with
the NC.

If the CIS or resolution pertains to a matter listed on the Commission's agenda, during the time the matter is heard, the
designated Neighborhood Council representative should be given an opportunity to present the Neighborhood Council's
formal position. We encourage becoming familiar with the City Councils rules on the subject. At the Chair's discretion, the
Neighborhood Council representative may be asked to have a seat at the table (or equivalent for a virtual meeting)
typically reserved for City staff and may provide the Neighborhood Council representative more time than allotted to
members of the general public. They are also permitted up to five (5) minutes of time to address the legislative body. If the
CIS or resolution pertains to a matter not listed on the agenda, the designated Neighborhood Council representative may
speak during General Public Comments.

We share this information to assist you with the docketing neighborhood council items before your board/commission. If
you have questions and/or concerns, please contact the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment at
empowerla@lacity.org.

******** This is an automated response, please DO NOT reply to this email. ********

Contact Information
Neighborhood Council: Historic Highland Park
Name: Theresa Saso
Email: theresa.saso@highlandparknc.com
The Board approved this CIS by a vote of: Yea(12) Nay(0) Abstain(0) Ineligible(0) Recusal(0)
Date of NC Board Action: 06/01/2023
Type of NC Board Action: For

Impact Information
Date: 06/05/2023
Update to a Previous Input: No
Directed To: City Council and Committees
Council File Number: 23-0359
Agenda Date:
Item Number:
Summary: The Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council (HHPNC), representing more than 60,000 stakeholders,
supports this Motion, and the effort to direct the City’s Chief Legislative Analyst, in consultation with the Ethics
Commission, to report back on the feasibility of establishing a democracy vouchers program, including options to achieve
full public financing of campaigns, in Los Angeles City. **PLEASE SEE ATTACHED PDF FOR FULL COMMUNITY
IMPACT STATEMENT**
 
Ref:MSG8443050
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COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT

June 1, 2023

Attn: Los Angeles City Council Members

From: Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council

RE: Council File 23-0359, Explore the feasibility of Democracy Vouchers, enabling campaigning
equity.

Dear Los Angeles City Councilmembers,

The Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council (HHPNC), representing more than
60,000 stakeholders,  supports this Motion, [Exibit 1], and the effort to direct the City’s Chief
Legislative Analyst, in consultation with the Ethics Commission, to report back on the feasibility
of establishing a democracy vouchers program, including options to achieve full public financing
of campaigns, in Los Angeles City.

A democracy vouchers program has the potential to address the issue of
underrepresentation of low-income Angelenos and communities of color in the campaign
finance system. By providing vouchers to residents, regardless of their income or background,
this program enables them to financially support local campaigns and candidates.

Seattle's democracy vouchers program, implemented in 2015, has shown promising
results in terms of increasing diversity and participation. The expanded donor pool in Seattle
reflects the demographic makeup of voters, including age, income, and race. This means that
candidates have access to a more diverse range of supporters, making the candidate pool itself
more representative of the electorate.



Furthermore, democracy vouchers have the potential to engage and empower
low-propensity voters who might otherwise feel disengaged from the political process. By giving
them a tangible way to contribute to campaigns, these vouchers can encourage increased civic
participation among traditionally marginalized groups.

By creating a campaign finance system that is more inclusive and accessible, Los Angeles
can work towards a more equitable democracy, where all residents have an equal opportunity
to contribute to the political process and shape the future of their city.

Sincerely,

Charles Blumsack

President

Historic Highland Park Neighborhood Council

[Exibit 1]






