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Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT
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HEARING DATE: March 16, 2023
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PLACE: Edward R. Roybal Board of
Public Works Session Room
City Hall, Room 350
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
and via Teleconference (see
agenda for login information)

EXPIRATION DATE: March 18, 2023

CASE NO.: CHC-2022-3605-HCM
ENV-2022-3606-CE

Location: 1428-1430 N. McCadden Place

Council District: 13 — Soto-Martinez

Community Plan Area: Hollywood

Zoning: RD1.5-XL

Land Use Designation: Low Medium Il Residential
Area Planning Commission: Central
Neighborhood Council: Central Hollywood

Legal Description: Boyle Place Tract, Lot 18

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the

REQUEST:

OWNERS:

APPLICANT:

PREPARERS:

RECOMMENDATION

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative

MORRIS KIGHT MCCADDEN PLACE RESIDENCE

Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument

Tal Kahana, Trustee, Tal Kahana Trust
Paz K. Stark, Trustee, Paz K. Stark Trust
1929 N. Curson Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90046

Tal Kahana, Trustee,

Tal Kahana 2007 Revocable Inter Vivos Trust, Et al.
6000 Temple Hill Drive

Los Angeles, CA 90068

AIDS Healthcare Foundation

Attn: Jonathan Eisenberg

6255 Sunset Boulevard, 21st Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90028

Kate Eggert and Krisy Gosney

Gosney-Eggert Historic Preservation Consultants
6444 Kraft Avenue

North Hollywood, CA 91606

That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7.

2. Adopt the staff report and findings.
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Lambert M. Giessinger, Senior Architect Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources
Attachments: Commission/Staff Site Inspection Photos—December 8, 2022

Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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FINDINGS

e Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence “is identified with important events of national, state,
or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social
history of the nation, state, city or community” as the meeting place and headquarters for
organizations, such as the Stonewall Democratic Club, that played a significant role in the
second, political phase of the gay liberation movement throughout the 1970s and 1980s.

e Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence “is associated with the lives of historic personages
important to national, state, city, or local history” as the home of gay liberation leader and
activist Morris Kight from 1974 to 1992.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the
following criteria:

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or
community;

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local
history; or

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or
represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius
influenced his or her age.

SUMMARY

The Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence is a two-story single-family residence located on the
east side of N. McCadden Place between Leland Way and Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood.
Constructed in 1910 as a duplex in the Craftsman architectural style, the residence was later
converted to a single-family dwelling and was the home of the gay liberation leader and activist Morris
Kight (1919-2003) from 1974 to 1992. Prior to moving to the subject property, Kight resided at 1822
West 4th Street (also nominated as an Historic-Cultural Monument under CHC-2020-3322-HCM,
which was approved by the Cultural Heritage Commission but remains pending before the City
Council, and was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 2022) from 1967 to 1974, during
which time he emerged as a leader in the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) civil rights
movement. While living at the subject property, Kight continued to achieve significance as a gay
liberation leader within the political phase of the movement. The subject property also served as an
important site for organizations associated with the gay liberation movement that held meetings and
had their headquarters at the residence like the Stonewall Democratic Club (SDC), the Asian Pacific
Lesbians and Gays, and First Tuesdays, an open meeting for gays and lesbians needing help or
services.

Irregular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with horizontal wood siding and
has combination flat and shed roofs with composition shingles and exposed rafter tails. The primary,
west-facing elevation features a sloped shed roof and concrete stairs that lead to two paneled entry
doors at the center of the elevation. The north- and south-facing elevations have a one-story
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projection on the first story with a gable roof and triangular knee braces along with a second story
projection with a flat roof at the rear of the structure. The east-facing elevation has a flat roof with
minimal overhang and is three bays wide with the center bay being recessed. The northernmost and
southernmost bays contain a flat panel wood door accessed by wood steps and porches, and
irregularly placed windows on the second story. The center bay contains two sets of French doors on
the first story and irregular placed windows on the second story. The recessed bay contains a wood
porch with wood steps. Fenestration includes sliding, pivot, and fixed pane windows. Located behind
the main dwelling are a small wood-framed residence constructed in 1910 and two additional stucco-
clad structures that appear to be used as storage.

The gay liberation movement in the United States can be divided into two distinct phases. The first
phase of the movement, from the late 1940s through the 1960s, involved consciousness raising, while
the second phase, starting in the late 1960s, involved political organizing. During this period of political
and social unrest, the gay liberation movement was swept into the larger youth movement, feminist
movement, and sexual revolution that objected to the Vietnam War, challenged the prevailing sexual
and gender norms, and confronted the policies that discriminated against women and minority groups.
By this time, LGBT persons became more visible, defined themselves as a minority group, and
resisted police harassment. In the late 1970s, the gay liberation movement became more
institutionalized and used the legal system and electoral process to expand the civil rights of LGBT
persons. In addition, new groups were formed that were less ideological and more traditional in their
approach to political change.

Born in Proctor, Texas on November 19, 1919, Morris Kight studied public administration and political
science at Texas Christian University and graduated in 1941. While at university, he formed the Oscar
Wilde study group, which was one of the first official and openly gay clubs on a university campus.
After World War I, he lived in the Southwest and held jobs with the Bureau of Indian Affairs and
volunteered in the New Mexico venereal disease eradication program before relocating to Los
Angeles in the late 1950s, where he committed himself to activist work. Kight served as a resource
for the gay community, helping gay men secure lawyers and seek treatment for venereal diseases,
and counseling those who were homeless or unemployed. A practicing pacifist, he also was involved
with anti-Vietnam protest efforts. In the late 1960s, Kight devoted himself to the gay liberation
movement and co-founded the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay Liberation Front and the Gay
Community Services Center. Later, in 1975, he co-founded the Stonewall Democratic Club which
focused on LGBT governmental issues and assisted gay-friendly politicians get elected. In 1976,
President Jimmy Carter appointed Kight to his Advisory Committee on Gay People, and that same
year, he co-founded the Gay and Lesbian Caucus/California Democratic Party. Kight became a
member of the California State Democratic Central Committee, the subcommittee on Civil and Human
Rights, and a co-chair of the Delegate Selection/Affirmative Action Committee of the California
Democratic Party in 1978. The following year, after years of local activism, Kight was appointed to
the Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission, where he served for 22 years and was
elected President in 1988. Kight remained an active presence in Los Angeles until his death in 2003.

The subject property has experienced alterations that include raising the roof on the southeast corner
and addition of a bedroom and bathroom on the second floor in 1922; a ten-foot extension to the rear
of the residence in 1923; the conversion of the first-floor porch to a sleeping porch in 1925; the
addition of a roof over the outside stairs in 1930; the addition of three new baths and partitions in
1950; the construction of a 240-square foot storage building in 1959; a change of occupancy from a
dwelling into a theater workshop by Harry “Jingles” Keaton, the younger brother of silent film star
Buster Keaton, in 1967; the installation of doors and the replacement of kitchen cabinets in 2003; and
a 50 square-foot addition to the side and rear of the 1910 dwelling in 2008. In addition, some first-
story windows have been infilled and two sets of French doors were installed on the east-facing
elevation, both at unknown dates. During the Commission site visit additional alterations noted
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include the replacement of many of the original wood-sash windows with vinyl, the replacement of
some of the beadboard on the interior walls with plaster, and the addition of a two-story interior
partition wall at the rear of the living room that encloses the loft area on the second floor.

DISCUSSION
The Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence meets two of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria.

It “is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community”
as the meeting place and headquarters for organizations, such as the Stonewall Democratic Club,
that played a significant role in the second, political phase of the gay liberation movement throughout
the 1970s and 1980s.

SurveyLA’s LGBT Historic Context Statement identifies eligibility standards for properties significant
for their association with the gay liberation movement as being those that are directly associated with
an event, organization, or institution that played an important role in the development of LGBT
consciousness, community, or culture during the period of significance. Many of the early groups that
played an important role in the gay liberation movement were founded in and operated out of the
homes of one or more of the members. Other than the Margaret and Harry Hay House (HCM #981),
which Hay commissioned for his mother, there are no residences of early gay liberation movement
group members designated as an Historic-Cultural Monument as the founding location or base of
operations for an organization associated with the gay liberation movement.

The subject property served as the headquarters and meeting place for the Stonewall Democratic
Club (SDC), which would become one of the largest and most influential gay political organizations
in the country. Founded in 1975 by Morris Kight and Howard Fox in Kight's McCadden Place home,
the purpose of the organization was to elect Democrats through federal, state, and local elections
who would best serve gays and lesbians. The first gay club in a major political party, the SDC played
a very significant role in California politics. As an example of their influence, in the 1976 election, SDC
endorsements overturned four veteran conservative judge assignments--an unprecedented outcome
in California electoral history at the time. Today, the SDC is now one of the largest Democratic Clubs
in California and currently has thirty-eight chapters in the United States.

Additionally, the subject property was the founding location and meeting place for the No On
Briggs/Proposition 6 Initiative (NOBIC) and the Committee Against the Briggs Initiative (CABI), two
of three organizations formed to defeat California Proposition 6 on the 1978 state ballot that sought
to ban gays and lesbians from working in California’s public schools. Both groups were integral to the
fight against the initiative, which ultimately failed to be passed by voters.

The Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence is also “associated with the lives of historic personages
important to national, state, city, or local history” as the home of gay liberation leader and activist
Morris Kight from 1974 to 1992. For nearly 20 years, the subject property was the residence of Kight
and is directly associated with his later productive life where he continued to achieve significance as
a gay liberation leader during the political phase of the gay liberation movement. While residing at the
subject property, Kight's activism and political savvy made him a rare bridge between the gay and
lesbian grassroots movement and elected officials at local, state, and federal levels. At his McCadden
Place residence, he hosted many politicians and other influential figures including former Los Angeles
City Mayor Tom Bradley, New York author and founder of the Lesbian Herstory Archives Joan Nestle,
as well as an array of Congresspersons and Senators. Further, having served on the Los Angeles
County Human Relations Commission for 22 years, Kight was one of the longest-seated, openly gay
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appointees in the history of the United States, and became the first openly gay person to serve as
president on a commission in Los Angeles County. Over the course of his life, and while living at the
subject property, Kight initiated innumerable organizations that advocated, supported, and influenced
changes in governmental policy for members of the LGBT community.

Despite interior and exterior alterations to the subject property, it retains sufficient integrity of location,

setting, materials, design, feeling, and association to convey its significance. The majority of the
alterations were made prior to the period of significance, from 1974 to 1992.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken by
regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance,
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves
procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects limited
to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation or
reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’'s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence as an Historic-Cultural Monument
in accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of the City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will
ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance
with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts
to an Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations to the interior and new
construction not protected under the South Los Angeles Community Plan Character Residential Area.
The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure
the continued preservation of the subject property.

The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions to a categorical
exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project was found to be
exempt based on the following:

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation
is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the
environment through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation
of Historic-Cultural Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation,
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent
with the Secretary of the Interior’'s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.

Categorical Exemption ENV-2022-3606-CE was prepared on February 24, 2023.
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BACKGROUND

On May 24, 2022, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On June 16,
2022, the Cultural Heritage Commission, with mutual consent of the property owners and applicant,
voted to continue the initial hearing for the application to August 18, 2022. With mutual consent of the
property owner and the applicant, on August 18, 2022, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to
continue the initial hearing again to a future date to be determined. On November 3, 2022, the Cultural
Heritage Commission voted to take the subject property under consideration. On December 8, 2022,
a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of Commissioners Kanner and Milofsky conducted a
site inspection of the property, accompanied by staff from the Office of Historic Resources. In
accordance with LAAC 22.171.10, on December 12, 2022, the owner’s representative, on behalf of
the owner, requested up to a 60-day extension to the time for the Commission to act. On February
23, 2023, Commissioner Kennard visited the property.
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Gosney-Eggert Historic Preservation Consultants
6444 Kraft Avenue
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RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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SUMMARY

The Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence is a two-story single-family residence located on
the east side of N. McCadden Place between Leland Way and Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood.
Constructed in 1910 as a duplex in the Craftsman architectural style, the residence was later
converted to a single-family dwelling and was the home of the gay liberation leader and activist
Morris Kight (1919-2003) from 1974 to 1992. Prior to moving to the subject property, Kight resided
at 1822 West 4th Street (also nominated as an Historic-Cultural Monument under CHC-2020-
3322-HCM, which was approved by the Cultural Heritage Commission but remains pending
before the City Council) from 1967 to 1974, during which time he emerged as a leader in the
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) civil rights movement. While living at the subject
property, Kight continued to achieve significance as a gay liberation leader within the political
phase of the movement. The subject property also served as an important site for organizations
associated with the gay liberation movement that held meetings and had their headquarters at
the residence like the Stonewall Democratic Club, the Asian Pacific lesbians and gays, and First
Tuesdays, an open meeting for gays and lesbians needing help or services.

Irregular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with horizontal wood siding
and has combination flat and shed roofs with composition shingles and exposed rafter tails. The
primary, west-facing elevation features a sloped shed roof and concrete stairs that lead to two
paneled entry doors at the center of the elevation. The north- and south-facing elevations have a
one-story projection on the first story with a gable roof and triangular knee braces along with a
second story projection with a flat roof at the rear of the structure. The east-facing elevation has
a flat roof with minimal overhang and is three bays wide with the center bay being recessed. The
northernmost and southernmost bays contain a flat panel wood door accessed by wood steps
and porches, and irregularly placed windows on the second story. The center bay contains two
sets of French doors on the first story and irregular placed windows on the second story. The
recessed bay contains a wood porch with wood steps. Fenestration includes sliding, pivot, and
fixed pane windows. Located behind the main dwelling are a small wood-framed residence
constructed in 1910 and two additional stucco-clad structures that appear to be used as storage.

The gay liberation movement in the United States can be divided into two distinct phases. The
first phase of the movement, from the late 1940s through the 1960s, involved consciousness
raising, while the second phase, starting in the late 1960s, involved political organizing. During
this period of political and social unrest, the gay liberation movement was swept into the larger
youth movement, feminist movement, and sexual revolution that objected to the Vietham War,
challenged the prevailing sexual and gender norms, and confronted the policies that discriminated
against women and minority groups. By this time, LGBT persons became more visible, defined
themselves as a minority group, and resisted police harassment. In the late 1970s, the gay
liberation movement became more institutionalized and used the legal system and electoral
process to expand the civil rights of LGBT persons. In addition, new groups were formed that
were less ideological and more traditional in their approach to political change.

Born in Proctor, Texas on November 19, 1919, Morris Kight studied public administration and
political science at Texas Christian University and graduated in 1941. While at university, he
formed the Oscar Wilde study group, which was one of the first official and openly gay clubs on a
university campus. After World War Il, he lived in the Southwest and held jobs with the Bureau of
Indian Affairs and volunteered in the New Mexico venereal disease eradication program before
relocating to Los Angeles in the late 1950s, where he committed himself to activist work. Kight
served as a resource for the gay community, helping gay men secure lawyers and seek treatment
for venereal diseases, and counseling those who were homeless or unemployed. A practicing
pacifist, he also was involved with anti-Vietnam protest efforts. In the late 1960s, Kight devoted
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himself to the gay liberation movement and co-founded the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay
Liberation Front and the Gay Community Services Center. Later, in 1975, he co-founded the
Stonewall Democratic Club which focused on LGBT governmental issues and assisted gay-
friendly politicians get elected. In 1976, President Jimmy Carter appointed Kight to his Advisory
Committee on Gay People, and that same year, he co-founded the Gay and Lesbian
Caucus/California Demaocratic Party. Kight became a member of the California State Democratic
Central Committee, the subcommittee on Civil and Human Rights, and a co-chair of the Delegate
Selection/Affirmative Action Committee of the California Democratic Party in 1978. The following
year, after years of local activism, Kight was appointed to the Los Angeles County Human
Relations Commission, where he served for 23 years and was elected President in 1988. Kight
remained an active presence in Los Angeles until his death in 2003.

The subject property has experienced alterations that include raising the roof on the southeast
corner and addition of a bedroom and bathroom on the second floor in 1922; a ten-foot extension
to the rear of the residence in 1923; the conversion of the first-floor porch to a sleeping porch in
1925; the addition of a roof over the outside stairs in 1930; the addition of three new baths and
partitions in 1950; the construction of a 240-square foot storage building in 1959; a change of
occupancy from a dwelling into a theater workshop by Harry “Jingles” Keaton, the younger brother
of silent film star Buster Keaton, in 1967; the installation of doors and the replacement of kitchen
cabinets in 2003; and a 50 square-foot addition to the side and rear of the 1910 dwelling in 2008.
In addition, some first-story windows have been infilled and two sets of French doors were
installed on the east-facing elevation, both at unknown dates.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the
following criteria:

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation,
state, city or community;

2. lIs associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local
history; or

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction;
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual
genius influenced his or her age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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BACKGROUND

On May 24, 2022, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On June 16,
2022, the Cultural Heritage Commission, with mutual consent of the property owners and
applicant, voted to continue the initial hearing for the application to August 18, 2022. With mutual
consent of the property owner and the applicant, on August 18, 2022, the Cultural Heritage
Commission voted to continue the initial hearing again to a future date to be determined. The
original 30-day expiration date of June 23, 2022, per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’'s March 21,
2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency
Orders.

The time to act on this item has been tolled for the duration of the local emergency period. Please
note that other State law provisions may also apply.
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HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT

NOMINATION FORM

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

Proposed Monument Name: Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence

Former residence of notable person(s)

Other Associated Names: McCadden Place

Street Address: 1428 North McCadden Place

Council District: 4

Zir: 90028

Range of Addresses on Property: 1428-1430

Community Name: Hollywood

Assessor Parcel Number: 5547022007

Tract: Boyle Place

Block: None Lot: 18

Identification cont’d:

Proposed Monument

Property Type: ®  Building

Structure

Natural

Object Site/Open Space Feature

Describe any additional resources located on the property to be included in the nomination, here:

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

Year built: 1910 @ Factual Estimated Threatened? sglect
Architect/Designer: ynknown Contractor: Unknown
Original Use: Residential - duplex Present Use: Residential - single family
Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? @ VYes No (explain in section 7) Unknown (explain in section 7)
3. STYLE & MATERIALS
Architectural Style: Craftsman Stories: 1.5 Plan Shape: |rregular
FEATURE PRIMARY SECONDARY
CONSTRUCTION | Type: Wood Type:  select
CLADDING Material:  Wood clapboards Material:  Select
Type: Combination Type:  Select
ROOF
Material: Ccomposition shingle Material:  select
Type: Casement Type:  Sliding
WINDOWS
Material:  Wood Material:  Vinyl
ENTRY Style: Centered Style:  Select
DOOR Type:  Double Type:  select
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4. ALTERATION HISTORY

List date and write a brief description of any major alterations or additions. This section may also be completed on a separate document.
Include copies of permits in the nomination packet. Make sure to list any major alterations for which there are no permits, as well.

8-2-1922 | Raise interior ceilings to make new rooms and bath on loft/second floor
4-3-1923 | Ten foot shed roof addition on north elevation

9-18-1925 | Porch enclosed (sleeping porch built); 8-29-1930 Add roof over outside stairs
10-1950 | Add three new baths and partitions

2-16-1959 | 24 x 10 storage building added to lot

2-3-1967 | Repair floors, replaster walls

5-5-1967 | Add beams in ceiling; change occupancy from dwelling to theater workshop
5-22-2003 | General rehab - doors, kitchen cabinets, sanding and painting

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION (if known)

Listed in the National Register of Historic Places

Listed in the California Register of Historical Resources

Formally determined eligible for the National and/or California Registers

Located in an Historic Preservation Overlay Zone (HPOZ)

] Contributing feature

Non-contributing feature

Survey Name(s):

v Determined eligible for national, state, or local landmark Hollywood Redevelopment Project
status by an historic resources survey(s)

Area - 3CD; HRI Status Code 5D

Other historical or cultural resource designations:

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

The proposed monument exemplifies the following Cultural Heritage Ordinance Criteria (Section 22.171.7):

O

1. Isidentified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.
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NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

This section allows you to discuss at length the significance of the proposed monument and why it should be
designated an Historic-Cultural Monument. Type your response on separate documents and attach them to this

form.

A. Proposed Monument Description - Describe the proposed monument’s physical characteristics and
relationship to its surrounding environment. Expand on sections 2 and 3 with a more detailed descrip-
tion of the site. Expand on section 4 and discuss the construction/alteration history in detail if that is
necessary to explain the proposed monument’s current form. Identify and describe any character-
defining elements, structures, interior spaces, or landscape features.

B. Statement of Significance - Address the proposed monument’s historic, cultural, and/or architec-
tural significance by discussing how it satisfies the HCM criteria you selected in Section 6. You must
support your argument with substantial evidence and analysis. The Statement of Significance is your
main argument for designation so it is important to substantiate any claims you make with supporting

documentation and research.

8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Applicant

Name: Attn: Jonathan Eisenberg c/o AHF Company:  AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF)

Street Address: 6255 Sunset Blvd, 21st Floor City: Los Angeles State: CA
Zip: 90028 Phone Number: 323-860-5361 Email: jonathan.eisenberg@ahf.org
Property Owner Is the owner in support of the nomination? Yes No @® Unknown
Name: Tal Kalhana Trust Company:  Alternate address: P.O. Box 93368, L.A., 90093
Street Address: 6000 Temple Hill Drive City: Los Angeles State: CA
Zip: 90068 Phone Number: 323-876-5043 Email:

Nomination Preparer/Applicant’s Representative
Name: Kate Eggert, Krisy Gosney Company:  GEHPC
Street Address: 6444 Kraft Avenue City: North Hollywood State: CA

Zip: 91606 Phone Number: Email: kate@gehpc.com






7A. Proposed Monument Description

Summary Paragraph

The Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence is located in the Hollywood area of Los Angeles,
California. The structure is a single-story with loft, former duplex residence, converted to single
residential purposes. Constructed in 1910, the structure is irregular in shape and faces west. It sits
at the front of a rectangular lot in the Boyle Place Tract at 1428 North McCadden Place between
Sunset Boulevard and De Longpre Avenue. An asphalt driveway runs from the street, along the
south of the structure, to the back where there is a small, detached residence and two small,
detached storage buildings. A 2010 Community Redevelopment Survey found the property
eligible for the proposed Colegrove Historic District.! The property has never been evaluated for
its significance to Gay Liberation leader Morris Kight and his achievements at the McCadden
Place property.

Narrative Description

Irregular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with narrow wood siding
and has a raised concrete foundation. The property is a former double dwelling in the Craftsman
style and contains a combination of shed and flat roof styles with composite shingles. There is a
wide eave overhang on the west and east elevations with exposed rafters. The subject property is
approximately 2,640 square feet with a footprint of 1,735 square feet. Fenestration includes
different styles of windows and doors, most with original wood molding framing. The subject
property has experienced multiple alterations since its built date, however very little has changed
since the period of significance. A small wood-framed residence, of approximately 623 square
feet, is located behind the subject property, and there are two additional stucco-clad structures
behind the subject property which appear to be used as storage.

The west, primary elevation features a moderately steep sloped, shed-style roof. Curved, poured
concrete entry steps are at the center of the elevation. Eight panel, wood, double front entrance
doors access the closed porch. The doors and frames appear to be from the period of significance
as seen in interior period photographs. According to a 1925 building permit, the screened
porched was converted to a “sleeping porch.” The porch openings appear to have been closed
and covered with wood siding; the original porch sill is visible. The west elevation appears
unchanged since the period of significance.

The north and south elevations are identical with the exception of a small, shed roof projection
added to north elevation in 1923. The north and south elevations contain moderately steep sloped
shed and flat roofs with minimal overhang and exposed rafter tails near the rear. First and second
story windows are irregularly placed and of various sizes and types, including sliding, pivot, and
fixed pane, and appear replaced. Most of the window moldings appear original. Some first story
window openings have been filled. The north and south elevations feature a one-story projection
on the first story with a gable roof, moderate overhang, and triangular knee braces along with a

1 CRA Historic Architecture Survey, “Colegrove Potential Historic District,” accessed May 9, 2020,
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/d66f2d68-c332-40¢9-83d5-f994ceb75992/Hollywood DPR_Forms_Districts.pdf, 14.
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second story projection with a flat roof at the rear of the structure. The projections appear to be
original and are noted in Sanborn maps.

The east elevation has a flat roof with minimal overhang and is in three bays; the center bay is
recessed. The northernmost and southernmost bays contain a flat panel, wood door, and window,
and irregularly placed windows on the second stories. Each door is accessed by wood steps and
porches. The center bay contains two sets of French doors on the first story and irregular placed
windows on the second story. The recessed bay contains a wood porch with wood steps. The
fenestration of the three bays appears mostly irregular and replaced; most of the molding appears
original. A moderate overhang runs across all three bays between the first and second stories
with composite shingles, exposed rafter tails, and triangle knee braces.

A 1913 Sanborn map shows the structure’s interior as evenly split side by side; each side having
identical layouts with loft spaces. The property was likely converted to a single residence and
open configuration in the late 1950s/early 1960s and possibly earlier because the subject
property was associated with Harry “Jingles” Keaton, the younger brother of silent film star,
Buster Keaton. Harry Keaton performed vaudeville, however, he mostly worked for Buster
Keaton’s production studio. A business license was issued in 1960 to 1428 North McCadden for
the “A. Harry Keaton Hollywood Film Players Studio Club.” It was noted in a variance report
that the subject property functioned under this business name and as an actor’s workshop and
theater “for some time” before 1960.2 A property owner in the 1960s reported that when he
bought the property, it was already converted to a theater and actor’s workshop, complete with
sound rooms and offices while still identifying to the neighborhood as a residence.?

The interior seems largely unchanged since the period of significance. There are many interior
photographs of McCadden Place during Kight’s residence. Photos from ONE National Gay &
Leshian Archives show the loft area fully exposed along with structural poles and beams; the
interior walls covered with batten slats. Permits pulled after Kight moved out involve general
maintenance, kitchen remodel, and electrical work.

There is a small residence behind the subject property, also built in 1910, with a double gable
roof and vertical and horizontal wood siding. A 56 square foot addition was added in 2008.
There are also two small storage structures that existed before the period of significance; both are
stuccoed.

The subject property retains a high degree of integrity of setting, location, design, feeling, and
association with its period of significance as it does not appear to have undergone any
transformative alterations since the period of significance. Based on permits and period
photographs and video of the property, the only changes made to the property since the period of
significance include changing the paint color, installing two sets of French doors on the east
elevation, and changing the landscape in the backyard.

1428 North McCadden was surveyed by the City of Los Angeles through the Community
Redevelopment Agency in 2010. The property was given a status code of 3CD, eligible for

2 City of Los Angeles, “Z.A. Case No 18293, Zone Variance Report,” 2.
3 City of Los Angeles, “Applicant’s Affidavit: Robert 1. Gluckstein,” 2.



California Register as a contributor to a district; the proposed district at the time was the
Colegrove Historic District. The property was not included in the 2020 McCadden-De Longpre-
Leland Residential Historic District as the survey at that time was cut short by one parcel.*

The subject property’s southern lot line abuts the Aloha Apartments property which is listed on
the National Register of Historic Places.

1428 North McCadden has never been evaluated for its significance to Gay Liberation leader
Morris Kight and his achievements at the McCadden Place property.

7B. Written Statement — Statement of Significance

Summary Paragraph

Morris Kight’s home located at 1428 North McCadden Place is associated with the Gay
Liberation Movement in Los Angeles, California and is eligible under Criteria 1 and Criteria 2.
The property is eligible under Criteria 1 for being the meeting place and headquarters for
organizations which propelled the next phase of the Gay Liberation Movement into politics and
the public sector. From his McCadden Place home, Kight co-created and ran the Stonewall
Democratic Club and the “No on the Briggs Initiative.” He also served on the County of Los
Angeles Commission on Human Relations from 1979 to 2002. In addition, he also curated his
extensive collection of early gay liberation art, posters, and ephemera; the McCadden Place
Collection is now housed and exhibited at ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives. The property
is also eligible under Criteria 2 for its association with gay liberation leader Morris Kight as his
place of residence and directly associated with his later productive life where he continued to
achieve significance as a gay liberation leader in the next phase in the Gay Liberation Movement
— politics and the public sector. The period of significance is from 1974 to 1992.

Criteria 1: Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or
exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the
nation, state, city, or community

Morris Kight moved to 1428 North McCadden Place in 1974 and lived there until 1992. Kight
used his McCadden Place home to co-found and run organizations that would change LGBT
policy, politics, and identity. He opened his home to others, especially gay and lesbians in need,
and mentored those who had a vision in furthering LGBT causes. While at 1428 North
McCadden Place, Kight co-founded and ran what would become the most influential gay
political organization in the United States — the Stonewall Democratic Club. Kight also ran the
“No on the Briggs Initiative” from his McCadden home. He co-created the Gay Rights Plank for
the 1975 Democratic Convention, served as gay community advisor to President Jimmy Carter’s
Office of Public Liaison, and served on the County of Los Angeles Commission on Human
Relations (for 22 years) while living at McCadden Place. Kight held “First Tuesdays” each
month at his home. And, he cultivated and displayed his extensive collection of early gay

4 Historic Resources Survey, “Hollywood Redevelopment Project Area,” 49-50.



liberation art, posters and ephemera which he called the McCadden Place Collection. Kight’s
tireless activism and political savvy made him a rare bridge between the gay and lesbian
grassroots and elected officials at local, state, and federal levels; he was one of the few activists
with a constant presence in the Gay Liberation Movement in America.®

McCadden Place, Where the Work Rarely Stopped

Morris Kight was part of the new generation of political activists that were born out the
anticipation and rage of the 1950s and 1960s. Political unrest, Vietham war resistance,
inexorable police harassment and discrimination fueled social change. By 1974, Morris Kight’s
name was already synonymous with gay liberation and gay pride. Coined as the grandfather of
the Gay Liberation Movement, Kight stabilized the gay and lesbian community by co-founding
the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay Liberation Front (GLF/LA), the Christopher Street West
(CSW) march/parade, and the Gay Community Services Center (GSCS) from his Westlake
home. These institutions created a solid foundation of social service and gay visibility which
propelled the Gay Liberation Movement into its next phase — politics.

Kight moved to 1428 North McCadden Place in 1974 to focus on the movement’s political
phase. His new home was described as “an old barn of a place” with tall ceilings and open loft,
rumored at the time to be an early Hollywood filming studio and place frequented by silent film
star, Buster Keaton. Kight was unaware at the time that his home was in fact associated with
Harry “Jingles” Keaton, younger brother of Buster Keaton. Light research found that Harry ran a
theater and actor’s workshop called the “A. Harry Keaton Hollywood Film Players Studio Club”
in the converted residence.® Utilizing the open floor plan with loft, Kight used the open space for
theatrical performances and offered the space to theater groups.’

While Kight’s bedroom and library were located in the open loft (what he called “his balcony”),
Kight dedicated the space below to his community, causes, organizations, and art. He sacrificed
most of his private life in order for his home to function as community outreach, political
headquarters, and gay and lesbian art gallery. Kight kept his drapes and doors open — “I want to
indicate through example that I’m not afraid.”® McCadden Place’s openness and its surrounding
gardens created the next meeting place and headquarters for Kight’s endeavors.

“McCadden Place had this interesting set up that made it really conducive for meetings. It wasn't
like a house at all. The ground floor had a little balcony situation there, and the ground floor was
wide enough to have pretty darn good-sized meetings, there was so many things that happened in
that house. | remember Mayor Tom Bradley coming there, | remember Gore Vidal coming there,
I remember a whole array of Congress persons and Senators coming there at one time or another.
It became a very famous place. And those were the times that we were just doing everything, the
grassroots of the gay and lesbian community was coming out of the people that were at
McCadden Place, including many ring leaders.” — Pat Rocco®

5 Clendinen and Nagourney, 573.

& City of Los Angeles, “Z.A. Case No 18293, Zone Variance Report,” 2.

7 Ciotti, “Morris Kight: Activist Statesman of L.A.’s Gay Community,” E1.
8 Ibid.

® Cherry, email correspondence, September 27, 2019.



First Tuesdays

Shortly after moving to McCadden Place, Kight held first “First Tuesdays.” Held the evening of
the first Tuesday of every month, the event was an open meeting for gays and lesbians to discuss
any issues they were having or talk at length on any subject. Either Kight, or someone else at the
meeting, could always help or make a connection so the person’s needs were met. It was
described as “the ultimate networking” in the gay and lesbian community. And, First Tuesday
evenings often turned into First Wednesday mornings.*°

Kight had two phonelines at his home — one was his main line which was used for frequent calls
in and out, while the other one, lovingly called the “Gayline,” was set to play a recording. Kight
used his main line for any topic pertaining to gay life and gay history; he called it “Dial-A-
Kight.”*! The Gayline was a weekly recording of Kight highlighting important topics and events,
when different gay and lesbian groups met, and any pertinent political news at the time.*?

Stonewall Democratic Club (SDC) and Political Change

Kight’s McCadden Place home soon became “the magnet for politicos,” including politicians,
literati, and gay rights activists. It was the meeting place and headquarters for what would
become the largest and most important organization of the Gay Liberation’s Movement into
politics and the public sector.

The timing of Kight’s shift to politics coincided with “a new type of democrat” in California.*
Politicians including, Ed Edelman (elected to the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors in
1975-1994, and previously on the Los Angeles City Council from 1965-1974), Tom Bradley
(Mayor of Los Angeles from 1973-1993), Jerry Brown (elected Governor of California from
1975-1983, 2011-2019), and Alan Cranston (California U.S Senator from 1969 -1993) co-existed
with a new and steadily growing gay political influence. These “New Left” democrats and
straight-allies would use their tenure to further and defend LGBT civil rights, union rights,
affordable housing, and privacy rights. In addition, Kight had the advantage of counting on the
top leaders of most radical groups as his personal friends. Many of those who he demonstrated
with or went to jail with were now in high office around the state and these relationships paid
0ff.15

In 1975, Kight sought to capitalize on the political partnerships he made during his time in the
Gay Liberation Movement, utilizing the “New Left” Democrats now elected to office and their
willingness to work with gays and lesbians. Kight and Howard Fox co-founded the Stonewall
Democratic Club (SDC).® Kight and Fox modeled the SDC after the already successful Alice B.

10 Clendinen and Nagourney, 374-75.

LA Weekly, “Best Friend,” 172.

2 Update, “All the News You Can Listen To,” accessed October 11, 2019, http://tinyurl.gale.com/tinyurl/BtigQX.
13 Cherry, email correspondence, September 27, 2019.

14 Bell, Beyond the Politics of the Closet, 77.

15 Kepner, “Morris Kight: A River to His People,” 2.

16 Bell, 84.
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Toklas Memorial Democratic Club of San Francisco, which was the first of its kind in the
nation.’

Kight and Fox believed the Democratic party was best suited to fit the goals of the Gay
Liberation Movement based on it “giving room” to agrarian reformers, populists, and the Labor
Movement.!8 With the leadership of Kight and Fox, the SDC quickly became the most influential
gay political organization in Los Angeles. The SDC openly stated purpose was to elect
Democrats though federal, state, and local elections who would best serve gays and lesbians, and
encourage Democratic politics to change and diversify in California.*®

One of SDCs first tasks was to establish a Gay Rights Plank at the November 17, 1975 California
Democratic Convention in San Jose. The plank was authored by Kight, Fox, and Gerry Parker,
and has since become a blueprint for other marginalized groups.?° The plank advocated first for
the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment, followed by fourteen demands that included civil
rights legislation to prohibit discrimination against gay people in the areas of housing,
employment, public services, military service and contracts; the banning of compiling,
maintenance, and/or dissemination of information on gay peoples and the “immediate destruction
of all existing data”; the elimination of tax inequities victimizing single persons and same-gender
couples; the establishment of an “Office of Gay Awareness” at the federal level; funding for gay
social services organizations; and policy changes within the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) that would enable gay persons to seek housing loans and public housing.?
This list of fifteen demands indicted the “straight state,” identified structural forms of
discrimination, and created a road map for Kight and Fox to navigate politics and public policy
with their newly formed Stonewall Democratic Club.

The Los Angeles Times marveled at the “growing respectability of the gay rights movement in
Democratic political circles — and the growing political might of homosexuals themselves,
particularly in Los Angeles.” It was noted that politicians saw the advantage of gay rights leaders
for their ability to deliver votes and political contributions.?

In 1976, future President Jimmy Carter courted gay and lesbian voters. Carter was opposed to all
discrimination, including sexual discrimination, and began speaking about the definition of
“family,” introducing the idea of “pluralism of family life in America,” how families were
“networks of relationships, rooted not in blood but on shared experiences, shared joys and
sorrows.” Carter, however, did not endorse gay pride.?® Largely due to pressure from both
Kight’s SDC and the GCSC, the Housing of Urban Development (HUD) changed the housing
subsidy guidelines to include “any stable family relationship.” This changed the path going
forward in securing housing rights for LGBT persons, and any person who did not fit into the

7 Alice B. Toklas Democratic Club, “History of Alice,” accessed August 20, 2020, https://www.alicebtoklas.org/history-of-alice/.

18 Kight, “A Message from the President,” 2.

19 Cherry, 318.

2 Kight, “A Message from the President.”

2 Stonewall Democratic Club Records, Coll2013.001, ONE Gay & Leshian Archives; Bay Area Reporter, “Gay Rights Planks at CDC,” 9.
22 Shuit, “Gay Rights Movement Gains Political Momentum in L.A.,” C1.

2z Bell, 87, 90-1.
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heterosexual definition of family. Kight and his colleagues burned through the “straight state,”
destabilizing heteronormative welfare politics.?

In 1976, Jimmy Carter appointed Kight to his Advisory Committee on Gay People where he
advised the president on gay and lesbian issues.?® In the 1976 election, SDC endorsements
overturned four veteran conservative judge assignments, which at the time was unprecedented in
California electoral history.?® The same year, Kight co-founded the Gay and Lesbian
Caucus/California Democratic Party.

Kight and Howard Wallace joined together in 1977 to formulate the gay and lesbian response to
the “depredations of the Coors Family on Gay/Lesbian issues.” One of the most pressing issues
was when the Coors Brewing Company fired gay and lesbian workers without cause and gave
new hires lie detector tests asking if they were gay. Coors Brewing Company forced lie-detector
tests on new hires, random searches and seizures, forced physicals by company doctors, and
layoffs or transfers of senior employees.?” Kight worked with local unions and organized a
boycott against Coors distributed and served in gay and lesbian bars. The boycott received
national press and highlighted a very powerful revenue source — “the gay dollar.”

In 1978, Kight became a member of the California State Democratic Central Committee, the
subcommittee on Civil and Human Rights, and a Co-Chair of the Delegate Selection/Affirmative
Action Committee of the California Democratic Party.?® He authored numerous resolutions
pushing for funding for social services, social service organizations like the GCSC, and
protecting employee rights.?® He spoke before the House of Representatives on the issues of
poverty and education of youth, and demanded that the concentration of discussion stay on topic
rather than the house’s “single-minded preoccupation with homosexuality.” Kight urged that
they “become a force for social change and not one of further confusing the social issues of the
day.”3°

During election years, the Stonewall Democratic Club published a slate sheet, lobbying for
candidates who would fight for LGBT rights. Kight and Fox served as founding President and
Vice President respectively and both men continued to serve on its Board for the rest of their
active years.®! Starting in Kight’s McCadden Place home, the SDC is now one of the largest
Democratic Clubs in California and currently has thirty-eight chapters in the United States. The
SDC endorsement is considered a must-have to win the Democratic ticket.

No on Briggs Initiative Committee

While Kight, his colleagues, and the Stonewall Democratic Club were remolding liberal politics,
the “Moral Majority” and the New Right grew enraged at HUD’s decision to change the housing

2 Bell, 92.

% Bay Area Reporter, “He Has an Advisory Committee on Gay People,” 3.

% Kepner, “My First 65 Years of Gay Liberation,” 29.

27 etter from California Boycott Committee to Unions, dated January 6, 1978. Coors Boycott Committee 1978, accessed October 17, 2019.
http://tinyurl.gale.com/tinyurl/BwgGo3.

2 Morris, “Biographical Notes in Stonewall Democratic Club Program,” accessed October 18, 2019, http:/tinyurl.gale.com/tinyurl/BxPrf6.
2 Democratic Convention Resolutions 1979, accessed October 16, 2019, http://tinyurl.gale.com/tinyurl/Bw2pN5.
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subsidy guidelines, seeing it as “an attack on the family.”3? The late 1970s saw the repeal of
many state ordinances that offered protection to gays and lesbians and much of the nation fell
into a long period of conservatism and economic retrenchment. In the 1980s, a new aggressive
conservatism burrowed into the Republican Party, forming a potent coalition that shaped the
politics of the decade.

In 1977, singer-spokesperson Anita Bryant wrote a book called The Anita Bryant Story: The
Survival of Our Nation’s Families and the Threat of Militant Homosexuality. Bryant led the
Religious Right’s war against gays and lesbians in Florida under the guise of “saving our
children.”34

The “Save Our Children” campaign sought to repeal a local Dade County, Florida ordinance
which prohibited discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. The campaign was based on
conservative Christian beliefs that homosexuality was a sin and a threat of “homosexual
recruitment” of children and child molestation. Her campaign marked the beginning of an
organized opposition to gay rights that spread across the nation.® The Florida voters supported
the repeal. The same Religious Right that had organized to fight the ratification of the Equal
Rights Amendment now had a new enemy — the “liberated” gay and lesbian. Bryant’s crusade
was seen as a growing national trend of deep-rooted animosity and fear of gays and lesbians.

In anticipation of this growing wave of aggressive homophobia, Kight and lesbian activist vy
Bottini formed an ad-hoc committee called the Coalition for Human Rights at Kight’s McCadden
Place home. The Coalition was made up of political, educational, legal, and social service
groups. The Coalition’s purpose was to organize the gay and lesbian community nationwide in
organizing boycotts, voter mobilization, education, legislation lobbying, and media coordination.
The most immediate pressure was to effectively prepare for what Anita Bryant and the Religious
Right were going to bring to California. Three days after they formed the Coalition, Kight and
Bottini staged a “Stop Anita Bryant” march in Hollywood; over 9000 protestors from all over
Southern California marched and $2200 was raised. The mobilization of the march was done at
McCadden Place and largely over Kight’s home phoneline. %

As predicted by Kight, John Briggs of the Orange County legislature sponsored Proposition 6
which sought to ban gays and lesbians from working in California public schools. Briggs called
it the “California Defend Our Children” initiative.®” It qualified for the November state ballot
and was commonly referred to as the “the Briggs Initiative.”

Kight quickly solicited the support of activists and colleagues, gay and straight friends,
celebrities, and business groups across the nation; his efforts received unprecedented support and
donations to the cause.® Three main organizations formed to meet the threat of Proposition 6 —
two of three were run out of Kight’s home — The No on Briggs/Proposition 6 Initiative
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Committee (NOBIC) and the Committee Against the Briggs Initiative (CABI). All the groups
were integral in the fight against the Briggs Initiative.

Tuesday meetings were held weekly at McCadden Place and became strategy sessions on how to
mass educate California voters and to have one-to-one contact with Californians. NOBIC
sponsored Frank Vel’s cross-California “Walk Against Briggs.”% Kight’s colleague, Frank Vel,
walked from the Mexican border to the California-Oregon border in order to personally speak
with voters about the proposition. Kight drove alongside Vel most of the way acting as Vel’s
guide and guard, and to coordinate media and stops along the way. Vel walked 1200 miles in 83
days. Together, they stopped in 200 communities and talked with over 5000 people.*°

In anticipation of this anti-gay and lesbian referendum on the 1978 ballot, Kight also held open
SDC meetings every Thursday evening at McCadden Place. At these meetings, members would
discuss the various SDC-endorsed candidates and how to defeat the Briggs Initiative.*!
Ultimately, Proposition 6 did not pass. When Briggs added a clause that made even knowing or
associating with a gay person grounds for termination, Governor Jerry Brown and President
Jimmy Carter came out against the initiative, followed by past Republican Governor and
presidential candidate Ronald Reagan.

The collective effort to defeat Prop 6 showed opponents the financial and organizational power
and reach of gays and lesbians. It also showed that civil rights organizations, like the American
Civil Liberties Union, would continue to fight for gay rights.*? Morris Kight said of the win —
“We now have a vast reservoir of good will, or at least liquidated prejudice to rely on.”*3

Even with the defeat of the Briggs Initiative, backlash against the gay and lesbian community
continued. At times Kight was optimistic noting that the work of Gay Liberation one day will be
done but that “no one believes that the goals of Gay Liberation will be finished in this
generation, but the spirit has been ignited.”** But Kight had concerns about the general direction
of the Gay Liberation Movement with his decision to enter politics rather than advocating “for
basic education of the non-gay public.” He said, “we’re being licked here and there by being
‘reactive.” We move, they move with larger forces than we do.... It makes us eternally reactive. |
wish we’d done it differently. I wish we had never even tried all this legislation. It hasn’t
changed the quality of life for gays one damn bit.”*® Kight started to believe that if people met
out-gays, the movement would be light years ahead.

Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission

In 1979, Kight was appointed to the Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission by his
friend and colleague Los Angeles County Supervisor Ed Edelman; Kight served on the
commission for 22 years. The Commission was originally founded in response to the Zoot Suit
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riots in 1943, working to improve intergroup relations between LA County’s ethnicities. The
Commission is the oldest of its kind in the United States.*®

Under Kight’s influence and guidance, the Commission accomplished numerous firsts: the
creation of the Crossroads Employment Agency to provide job-finding, counseling, skill-sharing,
and skills for job development in neighborhoods in crisis, and specifically with gays and
lesbians;*” adding the term “gay bashing” to the annual report on hate crimes; collaborated with
the Los Angeles Unified School District to develop policies and procedures for data collection
and reporting hate crimes and bias-motivated incidents which resulted in the founding of Project
10, a life-saving program for generations of gay and lesbian youth; held a Corporate Advisory
committee panel discussion regarding discrimination against gays and lesbians in the public
sector;*® and held a public hearing on prejudice and discrimination based on sexual orientation.

In 1984, Kight was elected Vice President of the Commission and in 1988, in a historic vote, he
was elected President. As President, he became the first openly gay person to serve as president
on a commission in Los Angeles County. Kight was now considered the “elder statesman of the
gay community.”*°

With 22 years on the Commission, Morris Kight is the longest-seated, openly gay appointee in
the history of the United States. Zev Yaroslavsky, former Los Angeles City Councilmember,
made Kight an honorary commissioner — “we put Morris on the pedestal he belongs.”*°

Kight’s tenure on the Commission also saw the continuation of trying times for the gay and
lesbian community. On the federal level, the Democratic Party eliminated the fought-for clause
from their charter — “non-discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation” — which posed a huge
problem in securing grants needed for gay and lesbian organizations and causes. In addition, the
police continued to treat gays and lesbians as if they were status offenders. Using his platform,
Kight regularly spoke and wrote to the United States Congress and the House Committee on
Oversight and Reform to address these issues. >

The AIDS Crisis

At McCadden Place, Kight’s garden was his ultimate solace; especially during the AIDS crisis.
Kight would plant a tree or bush in memoriam for a friend; he soon had planted 22 trees. Some
are still in existence. His friend, colleague, and fellow co-founder of the Stonewall Democratic
Club, Howard Fox, died of AIDS. When Sheldon Andelson died, it was said that Morris Kight
walked out to his garden and sighed because he had run out of land.%? “Planting trees is what |

do, it is the metaphor for my life.... Trees are the future. | plant a thing that grows and gives
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shade and fruit and succor to the downtrodden, the dusty and tired wayfarer. Hopefully, by
planting trees and institutions I’ve made a few people less lonely in these 60 odd years.”>3

Kight was involved in the founding of Aids for AIDS in 1983, which provided funding for
emergency rent, mortgage, and utility payments for people with AIDS, and helped found Being
Alive in 1986, which was a militant activist group that fought for civil and moral rights of people
with AIDS. In 1990, Kight formed Aunt Bee’s with Miki Jackson, a free laundry service for
AIDS-afflicted persons and a thrift store which helped fund the organization. Aunt Bee’s picked
up soiled bedding and linens from homebound patients with HIV and AIDS, then washed, dried
and folded and delivered back to them.>*

Kight used the bullhorn of the Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission to make
known the massive overcrowding at Los Angeles County hospitals causing people with AIDS-
related pneumonia have to wait up to four days in holding rooms.*® Kight also spoke about the
rise of hate crimes against gays and people of color during the AIDS crisis, and the housing crisis
affecting gays and lesbians from prejudiced landlords. And, in 1993, Kight introduced domestic
partners legislation which passed soon after.

Kight went back to his GLF-activism tactics during the AIDS crisis. He co-founded March On!,
a political-action organization to promote understanding for people with AIDS. March-On!
quickly went nationwide as they planned a successful statewide march on Sacramento and
performed “die-ins” across the country.>® Kight organized multiple die-ins during the 1988
Democratic and Republican National Conventions. “This country needs an all-out war against
AIDS with more funding for research, health care, support programs, counseling, and
anonymous-voluntary testing. A ‘die-in’ is a positive way to gain the delegate’s support. It is
also an affirmation of our brothers and sisters who have succumbed to the disease,” Kight said.
The die-ins were coordinated with ACT/UP (AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power), the National
Gay and Lesbian Task Force, the National Association of Gay and Lesbian Democratic Clubs,
and the Human Rights Campaign Fund.®’

Being the third largest concentration of AIDS cases in the United States, Los Angeles was far
behind New York and San Francisco in providing hospice and home health care services for
people with AIDS. With Kight’s guidance, the “No on 64” campaign to defeat Lyndon
LaRouche’s AIDS quarantine proposition rolled into a coalition called “Los Angeles AIDS
Hospice Committee,” which included Michael Weinstein, Laud Humphries, and Jackie
Goldberg.

In 1987, Kight and thirty colleagues spoke for seven hours detailing personal horror stories and
bureaucratic red tape experiences of people with AIDS at the Los Angeles AIDS Hospice
Committee public meeting. The meeting was also a plea to the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors to provide funding for a rational and compassionate approach to dealing with the
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AIDS crisis. The committee and protesters gathered at Board Supervisor’s Mike Antonovich’s
home to protest the county’s negligence to provide care. Eventually the Board of Supervisors
unanimously passed a plan to commit $1.5 million dollars to hospice care.®® The next year, the
Board of Supervisors again voted unanimously to commit $2 million for AIDS programs, which
quadrupled the county’s support for hospice programs. Over the next 30 years, the Los Angeles
AIDS Hospice Committee (AIDS Healthcare Foundation) has become the largest global
advocate and provider of HIVV/AIDS medical services with the clear mission “to rid the world of
AIDS.”

Gay Asian Pacific Support Network

Prior to 1980 there were few places for gay and lesbian Asians; for the most part Asians felt
isolated from the larger organized gay community. Morris Kight was instrumental in changing
that dynamic. In 1980, Kight and Roy Kawasaki organized and hosted the first meeting of Asian
Pacific leshians and gays at McCadden Place. There were close to 20 people at the first meeting
and within a month the group had grown to nearly 80 people. Eventually, the group formed a
board, had potlucks, weekend retreats in Big Bear, and printed a newsletter. An offshoot group
called Gay Asian Pacific Support Network (GAPSN) started in Los Angeles and quickly spread
to other cities on the West Coast. In 1989, GAPSN presented Morris Kight with the Pacific
Bridge Award.®

The McCadden Place Collection

Most of his life, Kight frequented yard sales, and thrift and antique shops. He collected 18™
Century Dutch art, Native American art, Southwestern American art, Latino art, and Folk art.
While living at McCadden Place, Kight devoted time to collecting paintings, photos, drawings,
posters, and ephemera from the Gay Liberation Movement as well as the Civil Rights Movement
and the Anti-Vietnam War Movement.

Kight exhibited annually at Christopher Street West and he kept a rotating exhibit on the walls at
McCadden Place. Kight’s many events allowed him to show his art collection to a broader
public. As his collection became more well-known and prominent, an increasing number of
quality works were donated to the collection by artists and other collectors. From his hospital
bed, Kight signed over his McCadden Place Collection to ONE National Gay & Lesbian
Archives. Since then, the McCadden Place Collection has been prominently exhibited at ONE
Archives and in several of their publications.®* Morris Kight’s Papers, which includes 360 boxes
of correspondence, videotapes, publications, and ephemera was donated to UCLA’s Special
Collections Library.5?

“Leadership to the uncertain, pride to the demeaned, and comfort to the dying” — Al Martinez
speaking about Morris Kight
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In Kight’s later years, he turned his focus to the aging gay community. He spoke to the younger
gay community on “how we survived” and to always remember that “old” is the best word of all.
In 1992, he held a conference that focused on the concerns of the quality of gay life for seniors,
legal issues, and housing needs.®

Kight moved from McCadden Place in 1992; he died ten years later. Kight had helped countless
organizations, causes, and people during his time at McCadden Place. He never waited for a call
or a question; Kight “offered leadership to the uncertain, pride to the demeaned and comfort to
the dying.”% When he passed, the Los Angeles City Council and the California State Legislature
adjourned in his memory.

Criteria 2: Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state,
city, or local history.

Morris Kight

Morris Kight was born in Proctor, Texas on November 19, 1919. He was born into a poor
farming family. He was named after Virginia Morris, the midwife who birthed him, because his
family did not have the money to pay her for his delivery. Kight quickly had to learn the chores
of the house and farm when his father was killed in an accident when he was seven years old.°
In an interview with historian John D’Emilio, Kight called his time in Proctor growing up as a
“stranger in my own home, a visitor in the village, not part of it [and] always alienated.”®® He did
find solace in botany, books, collecting art, and tinkering with his family’s Model A Ford. '

In the mid-1930s, Kight and his mother owned and operated a roadside diner/food stand. There,
he exercised his first act of civil disobedience when he knowingly seated an African-American
couple in violation of the “mixing of the races” law. Kight was detained by the sheriffs for this
act; he was sixteen years old.®® During this time, he was introduced to the writings of Mohandas
Gandhi. He quickly felt an affinity to the practices of ahisma, the principle of nonviolence, and
satyagraha, the truth force that guides nonviolent resistance. Kight practiced pacifism throughout
his life; it especially had a profound influence in the gay liberation movement’s motives and
tactics. Kight almost always signed his letters with a variation of “peace through love.”%

Kight studied public administration and political science at Texas Christian University and
graduated in 1941; he worked his way through university. He formed the Oscar Wilde study
group, which was the first official and openly gay club on a university campus.’® There were
occasional gatherings of gays at people’s homes but discretion was essential because of the
oppressive legal and social situation for gays.’* While at university, he took the rigorous test for
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the Roosevelt’s administration’s U.S. Career Service Training School, learned about public
policy issues, specifically in the areas of civil liberties, civil rights, social service delivery,
defense budgets, foreign policy, urban renewal, and housing, and formed an acquaintance with
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt.”

Kight opposed war and the cruelties of genocide and chemical warfare. He was active in World
War |1 opposition efforts, including protests and later raising money to support genocide victims.
During World War 11, he served as a civilian administrator adjunct to the military in the Pacific
Theater; his task was to plan governments and policies for the islands reoccupied or recently
conquered. "

After the war, he lived in various areas of the Southwest, on his own and with his mother,
opening and running hotels and restaurants. He briefly worked for the Bureau of Indian Affairs
but the institutionalized inequality and substandard treatment of the Native Americans he
witnessed led him to quit. He soon joined local tribe leaders in organizing social services and
public health services for New Mexico’s indigenous people.” While in New Mexico, Kight
discovered underground gay communities in Albuquerque and Santa Fe. He knew of several gay
bars in Albuquerque that the police did not harass.”

Kight married a woman in 1950. He had two daughters; he was married for five years. Kight let
only his closest friends know he was married and had children, mostly for fear that his credibility
as a spokesman for gay rights would be diminished.’®

From 1947 to 1956, Kight volunteered in the New Mexico venereal disease eradication program.
He often drove people to the U.S. Public Health Service Venereal Disease Clinic in Hot Springs,
Arizona.”” Kight was introduced to “homophile” pamphlets by actors from California when he
worked in Albuquerque’s theater circuit. It was his first exposure to the Mattachine Society, a
group he thought to be too elitist and too “bourgeois” for the young and soon-to-be radicalized
gay liberation movement.’®

Kight decided to become a full-time activist upon moving to the “gay ghetto” of Bunker Hill in
1957/58. Already a seasoned political and social activist, Kight printed business cards with his
name, address and telephone number on them and handed them out. He helped gay men secure
lawyers, seek treatment for venereal diseases, and counseled gay men who had been thrown out
of their homes or lost their jobs. His phone number was widely circulated; he effectively created
an underground social service entity for gay men in crisis.”® Upon moving to Los Angeles, he
also created the Gay Liberation Resistance (GLR), a group that trained gays in how to practice
non-violence with the police.®
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Kight was also a popular opposition leader to the Vietnam War. In 1967, he co-founded the Dow
Action Committee, an anti-war group that specifically protested the chemical company’s
production of napalm and the defoliant Agent Orange for the U.S. Military. The committee and
the surrounding protests became the one of the first successful corporate boycotts. He
participated in teach-ins, demonstrations, fasts, and other pacifist demonstrations against the
Vietnam War. Kight encouraged his gay friends and colleagues in the homophile movement to
get involved with the committee but they feared being labeled communists or socialists.8!

For years, his friends Don Slater, Don Jackson, and Jim Kepner tried to convince Kight to devote
himself entirely to the gay liberation movement. In response, Kight would either try to convince
them to join the anti-war movement or gently nudge Kepner, in particular, toward his belief that
the homophile conservatism and elitism of the gay liberation movement did not work. In a series
of letters to Kepner, Kight acknowledged the homophile movement and what it had done to a
point but Kight looked to the passion and immediacy of other movements for inspiration, like the
anti-war movement, and groups like the Black Panthers and Peace and Freedom party.®2

“If only we had the moral character to see it, and could free ourselves of guilt feelings, feelings
of inadequacy, and worst of all, shuffling papers. When | go to a homosex meeting and see a pile
of reports | know that all ideas have died....” — Morris Kight

A series of events led Kight to grab the reigns of a new radical gay liberation movement — the
brutal murder of fellow gay man, Howard Efflund, by the Los Angeles Police Department; the
Stonewall Riots and insurrection; and the “civilized” homophobia from the anti-Vietnam
movement. Kight, Slater, and Jackson of the Los Angeles Free Press, “sent out a call,” and the
Gay Liberation Front/Los Angeles (GLF/LA) chapter began. From the start, and for many
decades to come, it was clear that Kight “was the chief driving force and fountainhead of new
ideas — outrageous ideas which worked, and which got on TV.”8

When interviewed by gay scholar John D’Emilio, Kight described the need of the GLF/LA -
“No people can liberate themselves unless they engage in radical action.”® He later reminisced
that his singular goal through his years in the gay liberation movement was to “ease the fear and
self-loathing we homosexuals seem to feel for ourselves.”#

The GLF/LA meetings brought about excitement, action, and liberty; Kight believed it was his
responsibility to “convince them that it was the most important thing in their world, and that they
can achieve that, that only they stand between themselves and total freedom.”®’ At the age of 50,
Kight was organizing and managing protests, gay-ins, rap sessions, media hypes, and a gay crisis
phone line from his Westlake home. Kight was brilliant with the media attention. He easily
commanded a crowd of protestors or a news camera. His eloquence, direct nature, and
graciousness was exactly what gay liberation needed moving forward.
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Through the GLF/LA, Kight co-founded the Cristopher Street West (CSW) pride march/parade
with Troy Perry and Bob Humphries to commemorate the first anniversary of the Stonewall
Riots in New York. The purposes of both the CSW march/parade and the gay-ins held at Griffith
Park was to encourage LGBT folks to come out of the closet and engender a positive self-
attitude. Kight also co-founded the Gay Community Services Center (GCSC) with fellow
GLF/LA members, John Platania and Don Kilhefner; the services offered filled a wide gap of
social services for the LGBT community. Kight, though, continued to offer his Westlake home
as an overflow to the GCSC and always manned his phone line for calls. Kight served on the
GCSC Board of Directors from 1971 to 1977. During this time, he served as president, vice
president, and secretary. He worked full-time at the Center in various areas. He co-founded the
Van Ness Recovery House, a rehabilitation facility serving gay alcoholics, and the Liberation
House which provided “crisis housing” for gay runaways and “throwaways.”% He was also
responsible for the identification of three million dollars for the Center.8°

Kight would regularly speak to other gay liberation groups about the “new awakening of gay
political power across America” and various growing gay political conventions. He would speak
about gays realizing their own political and societal power.*® He offered advice on how to
organize and finance social action programs because of the monumental success of the GCSC.%!
Kight supported and was involved in San Diego’s opening of their own LGBT Center in 1973
and San Diego’s first gay pride parade in 1974.9 To the mainstream media, he offered simple
explanations of what gay meant — modern and self-identifying, “dancing, mowing the lawn,
washing the dishes, loving and living like other people...we are a fact, like age and birth.”®3 Put
simply, anytime Kight was asked to speak or march or offer assistance, he was there.

By the time Kight moved on to his next residence at McCadden Place in Hollywood, the social
and institutional picture of lesbians and gays had largely changed. There was little questioning
that “gay was good” — there were over 1,000 gay and leshian organizations, cities across the
nation were holding gay pride parades, there were new economic opportunities for gay-oriented
businesses — the message of gay pride had altered the way gays and lesbians lived and how they
understood their lives and identity.®* Kight now pivoted, along with his colleagues, to political
matters.

In 1975, Kight co-founded the Stonewall Democratic Club to serve as a bull-horn for LGBT
governmental issues and to help gay-friendly politicians get elected. There are currently 35
active chapters nationwide. In 1976, Jimmy Carter appointed Kight to his Advisory Committee
on Gay People where he advised the president on gay and lesbian issues. In 1977, Kight led the
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Coors Beer Boycott when the beer company fired LGBT workers without cause and gave new
hires lie detector tests asking if they were gay.%

The new visibility of the LGBT community prompted a homophobic backlash. In the late 1970s,
singer-spokesperson Anita Bryant lodged an attack against Floridian gay and lesbian teachers in
her “Save the Children” campaign. Her movement gained the attention California Congressman
John Briggs who managed to get Proposition 6, better known as the Briggs Initiative, on the
California state ballot. The 1978 failed proposition sought to ban gays and lesbians from working
in public schools. The national effort that Kight and others developed to defeat the Briggs
Initiative displayed a new level of political astuteness and defining power in the LGBT
community. %

Kight opened his McCadden Place home to “First Tuesdays,” an open meeting for gays and
leshbians needing help or services. Fellow activist Bob Dallmeyer described “First Tuesdays” as a
“form of a public address system, the ultimate networking in our community.” Kight offered
space in his new home for meetings to anyone in the community. He held his annual “Winter
Solstice” parties, which featured prominent politicians, entrepreneurs, entertainers, writers,
playwrights, and the down-and-out who came in for a meal and community.®” Powerful people
like San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown, California Governor Gray Davis, author Gore Vidal,
Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley and local politicians and judges would regularly attend.

Kight was appointed to the LA County Human Relations Commission in 1979. He was one of
the earliest gay appointees to a high-level position in county government. Kight felt it was
“hugely important for the community to know that I was on that commission and could focus the
attentions of the county on gay and lesbian issues when no one wanted to talk about them.” He
was on first-name basis with City Councilmembers and U.S. senators alike. His conviction,
humor, and understanding of the process of social change and human inaction made him an
invaluable leader.®® He was on the commission for 23 years.

In 1980, he founded the Asian Pacific Gays and Friends, which became the Gay Asian Pacific
Network (GAPSN), to be a resource for the Los Angeles LGBT Asian-Pacific Islander
community. In 1984, he founded the McCadden Place Collection, a collection of art, ephemera,
correspondence, and other records that document and chronicle the emergence of the nationwide
gay liberation movement and his personal involvement. The collection was originally housed at
his home and he would have regular showings.*® Kight’s McCadden Place Collection is now
housed at ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives in Los Angeles.

Kight was on Board of Directors of Aid for AIDS and the United States Mission/Hudson House,
and even helped run Out of the Closet thrift stores and Aunt Bee’s, a free laundry and
housekeeping service for AIDS patients with activist and friend Miki Jackson. He received

% McDevitt, “The Coors Boycott: The LGBTQ Movement.” Accessed November 5, 2019. http://www.liberationnews.org/the-coors-boycott-the-
Igbt-movement-and-the-peoples-counter-offensive-against-the-right.

% Bullough, 404; City of Los Angeles, “SurveyL A LGBT Historic Context Statement,” 14.

% Cherry, Email correspondence.

% Gierach, “Morris Kight: The Father of Gay Pride Retires.”

% Williams, “Guide to ONE Archives: Founders and Pioneers.” ONE Archives at the USC Libraries. Accessed May 12, 2010.
https://one.usc.edu/sites/one/files/images/media/documents/quide-to-the-one-archives-cataloging-project-founders-and-pioneers.pdf.



http://www.liberationnews.org/the-coors-boycott-the-lgbt-movement-and-the-peoples-counter-offensive-against-the-right
http://www.liberationnews.org/the-coors-boycott-the-lgbt-movement-and-the-peoples-counter-offensive-against-the-right
https://one.usc.edu/sites/one/files/images/media/documents/guide-to-the-one-archives-cataloging-project-founders-and-pioneers.pdf

numerous accolades throughout the 1980s and even after his death in 2003, including the Eason
Monroe Courageous Advocate Award from the American Civil Liberties Union, the Eleanor
Roosevelt Humanitarian Award from the Southern Californian Americans for Democratic
Action, and a Chinese magnolia tree was planted in honor of Kight at the Matthew Shepard
Memorial Triangle in West Hollywood. The Gay Community Services Center made him an
honoree of the Morris Kight Humanitarian Award. When he retired from the LA County Human
Relations Commission in 2002, County Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky made him an honorary
commissioner. In 2003, the City of Los Angeles named the corner of Hollywood Boulevard and
McCadden Place “Morris Kight Square.” Unveiling the sign, Los Angeles Mayor, Eric Garcetti
said his hope was that the Square would “inspire the activists of tomorrow.”1% (There is also a
plague commemorating the first Christopher Street West pride parade the same intersection.)

At Kight’s last LA County Human Relations Commission hearing, Yaroslavsky called him *“a
living legend in the gay and lesbian struggle for equality.” Kight’s last words at that meeting
assured everyone that “I won’t stop working.” 1%
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Morris Kight (1919-  ):
Community Activist

Felice Picano

Any volume of important gay rights fig-
ures in our time would be incomplete if it
did not include Morris Kight. A simple list-
ing of the organizations, groups, and events
he has begun, spearheaded, or revived makes
it immediately apparent how dynamic and
how effective Kight has been in seeing that
gay men and lesbians achicved political
and social rights and recognition. Kight
founded the Gay Liberation Front; he was
cofounder of the Gay Community Services
Center of Los Angeles; founder of the Chris-
topher Street West; founder of the Stone-
wall Democratic Club of l.os Angeles; co-
founder of the Lesbian and Gay Caucus of
the Califermia Democratic Party; cofounder
of Asian and Pacific Lesbian/Gays; Com-
missioner of the National AIDS vigil in Washington, DC, in 1983, leader of
the 1987 March on Washington; organizer of the 1988 March on Sacra-
mento; cofounder of the Van Ness Recovery House lor Alcoholism and Ad-
diction in Los Angeles; and founder of the nationally celebrated twenty-
fifth anniversary of the Stonewall Rebellion March in New York City in
June of 1994. Before and since, he has been involved with many nongay or-
ganizations.

These activities and successes, however, must be weighed against other
factors: Morris Kight remains one of the more controversial, scrutinized,
and at times criticized of our gay leaders. He calls himself a feminist, a paci-
fist, a generalist, a universalist, and, above all, & humanist. Unquestionably,
personal, philosophical, and political opposition 10 Kight coming from
many sides within the gay-lesbian-transgender community has arisen and
become & constant in his life.

Photo by Tom Bianchi
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Partly this has come about as a result of the inherent combativeness
within any revolutionary movement. Partly it has been exaccrbated by the
extreme individualism, even orneriness, of many in the community toward
any leader: More than one gay psychologist has noted that for most gays,
growing up in an overwhelmingly homophobic socicty often leads to a ten-
dency to internalize that hatred. By extension, it also leads to fierce self-
analysis and a willingness, even an eagerness, to apply the samc harsh cri-
tigue to other gay men and women, especially those who ask for trust and
power, As the old saying goes: Fe who rises high makes the best target.

On the other hand, Kight himself has—cither unconsciously through his
personal exuberance or by design—Ieft himself open to attack. The most
frequent points made against him have been the scattering of his force into
arcas outside the gay community and his support of sometimes unpopular
ideas and causes. Yet the most egregious of his shortcomings noted have
been Kight's instinct for grabbing attention and personal publicity whenever
possible and, to some critics, his seemingly infinite capacity to receive—and
even negotiate receiving—honors, even when they are most deserved. Kight
himself perceives those accolades far less personally than do his critics. [le
sees himself an cxemplar: whenever he receives another kudo, he feels he is
standing in for muny other gays who do not wish to be or who through cir-

_cumstances cannot be as highly recognized.

To many in the community, Kight is an imperfect person in need of cor-
ralling: an unrclenting activist, at times running over or climinating those in
his path. To others, he is a bright and charming person, one of the most as-

* tonishingly effective leaders we’ve had. As his field of endeavor for half a
+¢entury, Los Angeles in particular owes a debt to him.

Morris Kight was born November 19, 1919, at {1 p.m. into a poor
farming family in Comanche County in central Texas. Because his parents

; didn’t have the entire fee for Virginia Morris, the midwife brought from

town to help birth him, they named him after her, using her last name as his
first. Kight's father died in an accident when he was seven years old, and the
boy was forced to grow up quickly as an around-the-house, then an around-

i the-tfarm worker.,

tle felt from a young age that he was “different” and satd that he was
“never invited into the games” of other children. He found solace in nature
and in books. He also began collecting art in the form of fine art prints, and
his many years of collecting eventually resulted in a substantial coliection.
His childhood reading was so extensive that later on, at Texas Christian Uni-
versity, he was passed through freshman literature class and promoted
ahead.

But Morris wasn’t “arty” and impractical. As a boy he planted seeds, and
experimented in botany and also with Jocal water control. He also taught
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himself, through trial and error, how to keep the engine of the family’s
Model A Ford running. Kight’s older siblings departed the farm while he
was still a preteen. Left with the support of himself and mother during the
difficult mid-1930s, and years of poor weather and extensive drought in the

region, he opened and operated a roadside diner when he was sixteen years .

old. This enterprise led to Kight's first encounter with hatred of difference
and with institutionalized prejudice. He was witnessed serving food to a
traveling African-American family who could not get fed anywhere else
and was arrested for “mixing the races.” Young Kight was tried in court and
avoided serving time only when friends of his deceased father intervened.
Asked if he had “learned his lesson,” Kight said he had. The rebellious boy
would thereatter throw himself into various forums of intense civil rights
activism.

Another crucial lite Jesson Kight says he learned was from the girl in his
tiny high school graduating class who was forced to leave school in her final
year to have a baby. Her anger at the teacher who made the pregnant teen
leave and at her poor treatment by the authorities led the boy to begin to
think for himself about issues such as the luck of women’s privileges—cespe-
cially their lack of abortion rights.

Kight worked his way through college, first as a gardencr and later in the
dean's office. He also took the rigorous test for the Roosevelt administration’s
U.S. Carcer Services Training Academy through which those needed to op-
erate the various New Deal agencies were enlisted. He won a spot over
many thousands and graduated from the Academy in 194], in the process
forming an acquaintance with the First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt. During
World War [l Kight served as a civilian administrator adjunct to the military
in the Pacific Theater, where his task was to plan governments and policics
for the islands reoccupied or recently conquered.

After the war he lived in various areas of the Southwest, on his own and
with his mother, opening and running hotels und restaurants. He brietly
worked {or the Bureau of Indian Affairs, but the institutionalized inequality
and substandard treatment of Native Americans he witnessed led him to
quit. He soon joined local tribal leaders in organizing social services and
public heulth services for New Mexico's indigenous people.

Despite the fact that by the time he was in college Kight was sexually ac-
tive with other males, he resisted accepting the identity of 2 homosexual, an
understandable action shared by millions of closeted American gays at the
time. A few years later, in Albuquerque, Kight married 2 woman with whom
he had two daughters. He remained married only five years but stayed in
contact with his family thereafter.

By the time Kight moved to California in 1957, he was already a sca-
soned and dedicated activist, and was considercd a radical. First the ¢ivil
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rights movement, then the movement against the war in Vietnam were his
chicf arenas. As part of the latter, in 1967 he formed and headed the Dow
Action Committee, dedicated to stopping that chemical company from
manufacturing the napalm that was being sprayed from U.S. warplanes,
with lethal etfects upon both the population and the environment of South
Vietnam. He alse worked for §4y causes—not as an openly gay man but as
part of his struggle for civil rights for all.

Out of the Stonewall riots in New York City and the subsequent days of
political aclion that swirled about their confrontation with the authorities,
was born the Gay Activists Alliance and eventually the entire gay rights
movement. Precursors to the GAA and Stonewall had existed for decades:
the small but daring openly homosexual Mattachine Society, formed in Los
Angcles during the 1950s, picketed the U.S. Post Office and other govern-
ment oftices for discriminating against homosexuals, and it sponsored the
first homosexual publication, a newsletter called ONE. 'The Daughters of
Bilitis was a comparable organization for lesbians. Although few gays were
actually organized within cities such as New York, San Francisco, Chicago,
and Los Angeles, openly gay lives were being led by thousands of men and
women, and their choice of neighborhoods, so-called “gay ghetios,” were
already solidly established.

[t was only a few months after Stonewall, during a massive demonstra-
tion by mostly young, educated, and middie-class people against the Vict.
nam War in San Francisco's Polo Grounds that Kight realized that homosex-
ual rights could also be made 1o attract large numbers of “clean, well-bred,
ordinary men and women™ who, in his words, “saw their dentist twice a
year,” and who, he recognized, constituted the mass and character of gay
life. Kight recognized that—like the groups of students and professionals
who marched against the war and who influenced public opinion suffi-
ciently to end the conflict in Southeast Asta-—their lesbian and gay counter-
parts should also be able to Sway public favor to their cause. Kight, the clos-
cted activist for gay causes, came out in the open.

Shortly afterward, Kight moved from Albuquerque to Los Angeles in
part because it had the large middie-class gay population. However, because
it also possessed an official environment hostile to homosexuals—predomi-
manily due 1o an outspoken homophobic police chief—Kight judged the
southern Caiifornia city prepared for some incisive political action. Kight
moved to the Westlake area of the city, which was close to downtown and
popular with many gays who lived there. Once there he soon formed the
Gay and Lesbian Resistance. Unlike the Gay Activists Alliance in New
York City, the GLR dealt not only with the issue of gay and lesbian rights
but aiso with social issues such as health care and poverty in general, which
wcere problems of interest to a wide variety of politically active groups. By
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1969, the GLR and its activities were subsumed under the banner of the Gay
Liberation Front, or GLE

At the time of his move to Los Angeles, Kight was fifty years old and al-
ready & longtime experienced activist on many social and political fronts. At
that same age, many other men are thinking of how to solidily their career
position, even considering retirement; for Kight it was the start of an en-
tirely new life.

Kight’s first target for the Gay Liberation Front was a West Hollywood
restaurant named Bamey’s Beanery. That neighborhood had become in-
creasingly populated by lesbians and gays: police activity against establish-
ments serving homosexuals had correspondingly increased. The owner of
Barney’s Beanery put a sign on the door reading “Faggots Stay Out.” In Jan-
wary of 1970, the GLF began holding actions—"shop-ins,” “change-ins,”
and “sit-ins”—inside the restaurant, and they continued until the manage-
ment agreed to take down the sign.

The success of that action led to 175 more protests and demonstrations
by the GLF in the next two years. Kight became such a thorn in the side of
Los Angeles Police Chief Ed Davis that official retaliation ensued, includ-
ing three police raid/searches of Kight’s home. Many gays were convinced
that the worst was yet to come. Kight held to his constitutional guns; hearing
that, in New York City, gay activists had made plans for a parade 10 cele-
brate the previous year’s Stonewall bar riot, Kight quickly formed plans for
acorresponding West Coast version. Chiet Davis was unsuccessful in his at-
tempts 1o stop the parade and, although Kight received multiple death
threats, the parade went on nonethetess. Like its East Coast version, it was
small and dowdy, but it was also brave and it raised many people’s spirits
and raised gay awareness: achieving—many people feel—exactly what the
huge festivals of drugs, dancing, shirtless torsos, and commercialism that
today call themselves gay parades cannot achieve.

In 1971, Kight joined Don Kilhefer and several other men to form the
Gay Community Services Center in an old clapboard Viciorian house. The
first such focal point, it provided social, medical, and legal aid to gays, as
well as giving them a place to gather, feel at home, and air their gricvances.
The structure has since been razed, but its descendant, Los Angeles’s cur-
rent Gay and Lesbian Center, consists of two enormous, well-funded. well-
cquipped, well-staffed, up-lo-date Hollywood locations, with one campus
given entirely over to the arts. Other American cities such as New York,
Chicago, most recently San Francisco, and many foreign cities, from Vi-
enna to Tel Aviv, have used the Kight-Kilhefer pilot as a model for their own
lesbigay community centers.

As much work as all that was, soon enough Kight and colleagues had
their hands full with other more pressing, specifically political matters. In
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the late 1970s, singer-spokesperson Anita Bryant’s war against Jeshians and
gays in Florida under the cynical disguise of “saving the children™ quickly
led to various imitations around the country, the most significant heing John
Briggs, who managed to get gay discrimination clauses onto the state of
California’s ballot. Seeing how serious the threat was, Kight and other gays
sprang into action, calling for aid from homosexuals, heterosexuals, friends,
celebrities, business groups, and individuals across the country.

The national effort that Kight and others helped develop to defeat the
Briggs Amendment displayed for the first time to opponents and adherents
alike the true financial and organizational power and reach of lesbians and
gays—in effect, proving that Kight's original thesis, when he’d relocated to
Los Angeles, had been correct. It also showed that consequential civil rights
associations, such as the distinguished American Civil Liberties Union,
would join the fight for gay rights.

In an interview he gave to The Advocate a few years later, Kight provided
a few reasons why a man such as himself, who had worked for the NAACP,
Southern Christian Leadership Council, and other national forums, would
concentrate all his efforts toward the issue of gay rights.

No matter where I am in the world, when [ meet another gay person |
feel recognition. We're 1 new race of people, writing our own script.
... We have a chance 10 be the first people in history to define itself.
We can break the heterosexist mode and create something entirely dif-
ferent. (Sarf, 1974)

Possibly because that potential is so general, Kight has branched out
from the specifically political, leaving several civic issues 10 younger
people. Meanwhile, his interest in agt, his collecting of various souvenirs
{rom the many demonstrations and protests he was involved in, and his per-
sonal relationship with friends whe dicd and whose own collections of
GLBT memorabilia were destroyed or disposed of, led him to open the
McCadden Place collection, containing work ranging from Southwest folk
art to documentary {ilm and photos specitic to the beginnings of gay activ-
ism. Every year, Kight hosts an cxhibit of parts of this collection at Christo-
pher Street West’s Gay Pride Festival in West Hollywood.

He has also become reinvolved in the needs of others besides gays,
chiefly the homeless: Kight was president of the board of directors and
consultant on housing beginning in 1978. He aided in forming the County of
Los Angeles Commission on Human Relations in 1980 and has served on its
board as commissioner, secretary, and vice president. Officials of City Hall
who snubbed him for years, hoping he would just go away, have instcad
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gone themselves, replaced by people his activism has infiucnced, who now
honor him and appoint him to municipal posiiions.

In recent years, as he has aged, Kight has become increasingly aware of
the predicament faced by many of the elderly. That new interest has retied
him to the gay community, where he sees ageism and the disregurd of senior
leshians and gays as an acute current and future ongoing anxicty. He re-
cently involved himself with a photographer putting together a book of por-
traits of seniors from our community. Will Morris Kight's work ever be
done?

Over the past decades as an activist and politician, Morris Kight may
very well have beeint humanly imperfect, but he has also been perfectly hu-
manitarian, a model for future activists. And that’s just how he’d like to be
remembered.
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Morris Kight: Activist Statesman of L.A.’s Gay Community

By PAUL C1OTT], Times Staff Writer

[Us early alterncon and Morris
Kight i5 touring an AIDS hospice
on a quiel street in West Los
Angeles. The hospice is really a
cheery litlle bungalow with shin-
ing hardwood Tloors, an immacu-
late kitchen, a large sunny back-
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yard full of coloerful flowers and
neatly trimmed shrubs, But in the
three side bedrooms, five people
arcdying of AIDS.

When Ron Wolff, the hosplee's
exccutive direclor, introduces him
lo a palient mamed Joey, Kight

hurries up to take his hand: “Hi,
Joey” -

Joey is too close o death to de
more than give a hoarse croak. His
limbs are shriveled, his face black,
his gkin shrunken againsl his skull.

‘From his eyeg Lo hia chin, his face ia

aopen sare,
His tamily has just come in frem
oul of lown 1o see Joey. And now,
stunned and aghast, they sl in Lhe
foyer crylng,
Kight comferts them, too, Lhen
retires to the living room 1o talk Lo

Wolff. Allthough Kight is no
slranger lo AIDS—he says he
knows more than 500 people whe
have died from il—the slght of such
a pathetic case has lefl him close to
tears. "1 don'L wani lo palronize

Please ave KIGHT, Page 2




KIGHT: Gay Community’s Longtime Activist

Continued from Page 1
you,” he teils Wolll, "bul T am in
awe of what you do.”

“I hope you don'L think ['m
palronizing you,” Waolff replies,
“bul this s an important day for me
beeause [ get a chance to meel a
legend in the community.”

]

For the last 30 vears, Morris
Kight has been a noisy fbdure
among Southern Californta gays,
counseling people, heiding pro-
lests, giving speeches, organizing
institutions, fighting homephobia
and defending gay rights.

To many of his {riends and
supporiers, he is, at age 83, the
“grand old man of Lhe gay move.
menL,” “"the elder statesman of the

gay comimunity,” “a national Lrea.
sove” and a worthy candidate for
the Nohel Prize,

Bul to his enemies, he's & “silly
old man" who takes undue credil
for olher pecple’s work and whaose
legendary status exisls mainly in
his own mind.

Kight is not an easy person to
forgel, With his aristocratically
flared nose, pink cheeks, lank
white hair and barogue manner of
speech, he has the alr of a Southern
gentleman of independent means.
He calls people “sir" and ‘dear
lady.” He refers {o common thugs
as “brigands” and junkmen as
“ironmongers.” In converaation, he
has a delicate way of soothing his
hair with bis fingertips.

He has uncommoenly good man-

ners. He's unusually sensilive to
the needs of other people and
revels in smail courtesles—buying
2 boutonntere for a dinner guest or
calling impending visilors o offer
advice on parking. Erudite to a
faull, ke hag an astonlshingly agile
memoty for names and places (in-
cluding their correct speliings),
some from 50 years ago.

When it comes to dealing with
the press, he's a grand magter, and
I asked & questlon he doesn't want
to answer, he'll simply anawer
anolher one, albeit with great sin.
cerity and cenvietion, “T have no
apolegles to make," he says, “for |
am a flercely politteal pergon.”

u}
For the last 11 years Kight has

lived in Hellywood on McCadden
Place, just south of Sunsal Boule.
vard in a big old open barn of a
house [ull of small noisy dogs,
assorted ¢ats and & 14-foot dining
room table from & Paramaount board
roam.

Although his nelghborhood has 2
dangerous feel.—ail parking cn Lhis
part of MeCadden and neighboring
sireets has been banned for yemrs
to curd drug lafficking—Kight
always leaves the front door wide
open during the day.

“1 want ¢ Indicate Lhrough ex-
ample that I'm not afrald,” he says.
“l don'L have any draperies or
shades on the windows. I never
heve In any houge i've ever lved
in. Gays like openness. 113 a meta-
phor”

At nunerotta functions over the -

years, politicians such as Mayer
Bradiey, Sam Yorty. Beila Abzug,

Zev Yaroslavsky, Gray Davis, Chip
Carter and Gore Vidal have all
come to McCadden Place to pay
their respects,

But such funetiens are much less
frequent nowadays, and the raom
has a dusty, unused loolk, "It ia not
the place where the power in the
community s anymere,” says Jim
Kepuer, longtime gay activist and
founder of ihe Inlernational Gay
and Lesbian Archives.

Which {a not to say that Kight
necessarlly hag Jost influence in an
absolute sense.

“He took the |eadership an gay
lasues long before tnest people
were comfortable coming cut of the
closet,” Weal Hollyweod Council-
man Steve Schulle says.

Because of Kight's work, the gay -

movement now !s “diverse,” in-
cluding not just the “progressive’
left where Kight started but alse
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“gay Republicans and mainstream
political gays," says Schulte, who
adds that if Kight no longer is at the
center of the movement, it's only
because no one (8.

Kight gays his most important
vontribulions to the movement are
attiludes and ideas. .

“[ have elevated the mood,” he

" says. "1 have made iL OK to be gay

and proud 1o be leshian. I have
ineulealed the idez of communily.”
Mast Importanl of all, he asserls
that he has for gays “made il
fashionable to be gay.”

]

When Kight first arcived in Los
Angeles in 1957, he lived on South
Hope Street in a cottage wilh a big
poreh, lots of land, a natlve walnut
tree, geraniums, fern palms and
bougainvillea.

Please see KIGHT, Page 3



KIGHT: Elder Statesman of Gay Community

Cantinued from Page 2

In those doys, i wasn'l “very
gay lo be gay. It was a blind
horrar.”

As a way to help, Kight passed
the word in the cily thal he hoped

10 be of service to gays and Jesbians

on a "non-judgmental, non-threat.
ening basis,” whereupon, “they
started coming Lo me in droves—
hundreds of peaple coming and
going. And the number Ingreased:
somepne is in jail; someone is
threatening suicide; semebody has
z dead companion in Lheir house
and wonder:'ng what to do with the
body.
" Il s a real problem,” Kight aays,
i you don't know how to dispose
of the dead.”

Although Kight is eminently re-

spectable Loday—he's quoted con-
stanlly in the press on gay issues
and is the president of the County
Commissian on Human Relations—
in the '60s, he waos considered a
radical aclivist, He partieipated in
the eivil rightz and anti-war move-
ments. His constituency Included
drag .queens, hustlers and sireet
people—"the sort of people that
respectable gays aniffed at,” activ-
ist Kepner says.

What was harder o dismiss was
hig genius for publlcity. Kight had
an “inventiveness and rashness
and campiness” that was effective
in demonstrations, Kepner says,
adding, "I swear he could smell”
the news media.

Some gays consider Kight an
egomaniac, "If Lhere is a TV cam-

era at a demonstration,” gay actlv-
ist John O'Brien says, “he will dart
oul of line, run and try to get in
front of it. He Is obzessed with
bieing on camera. He puts out news
releases to promote himself. He
goes oul of his way to gel awards.
He says he was active in the
movement for 50 years.” But peo-
ple who were active 50 years ago
say they "never heard of him.”

In person, O'Brien says, Kight
may come &cross ag a “nice.gweet
old men,'" but " you turn your
hack you might find a knife {n t."”

In Klght's opinion, such critics
are overcome hy their own envy:
“They wish they had the same
sense of risk, daring and ehutzpah,”
And they're jealous that they

haven't done as much with their
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lives as he has wilh his.

Some peaple resent Kight, says
lesbtan activisl and long-time atly
vy Boltinl, "because when he sees
somelhing (Lhat needs to be done]
he goes oul and does Il . . . He
doesn't need a crowd lo tei him
he's right.”

To Susan McGrelvy, a Los An-
geles gay-righls lawyer, people
who try io demean Kight's contri-
hutlons are ignorant and probably

“haven't been in the movement .

very long, either. There Iz no douin
that at one point Morrls Kight was
al the cenler of the gay universe.
. Bver since I can remember, he
tad gotten up at 7 am, spending
the day jaw-bening, talking people
out of money, urging pecple 1o take
a stand, making his home the
center—and all for the greater
good of the community.
Please see ACTIVIST, Paged
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ACTIVIST: A Continuing Gay-Rights Mission

Continuwed from Page 3

“This is Lhe man,’” says
ticCreivy, who confronted a meal
ing of the California Psychologheai
Assn. “wilh asign saying, 'Gays are
not sick.’. . .If he had never dong
anyihing else in his whole lile, he'd
deserve our gratilude for thal
aigng.

“1f he had been born straight
he'd probably be the senior senator
from California today.”

o

By Kight's account, his decision
1o devole himself )l time lo gay
liberation wag practically a mysii-
cal revelation. In November, 1969,

having spenL lwo years Lrying 1o

stop Dow Chemical Co. from mak-
ing napaim for Vielnam, he was

invitedd to speak al an anti-war
ratly al the pole grounds in San
Franeisco.

Kight, then 50, recatls slanding
on tho speakers' platform looking
out over & crowd of 350,000 people.
And when he saw all the “young,
brighl, healthy, scrubbed, see-
your-dentist-iwice-a-year people
opposing the war,” it dawned on
him that the anti-war movement
didn'l, need his help. “Lel the
50,000 do L

He caughl a bus lo the downlown
airlire terminal in San Franciseo,
bought a $12 tiektel an a PSA filgh!
back to Los Angeles and clegred his
desk of all other projects in favor of
what thereafler would be hls main
mission in life~gay liberation.

“And the rest,” he gays, "is

hislory.”
a

For the first meeling of the Gay
Liberation Front, 18 people showed
up. “Everyone wanted to do some-
thing," KighlL says. For itz initial
project, the group decided to get rid
of the "FAGCGOT STAY GUT aign
hanging over the bar in Barney's
Beanery in Weal Hoilywond "It
was ignominy,” Kight says. In
January, 1970, the group began
holding shop-ing, ¢hange-ina and
$it-Ing until management agreed Lo
take down the sign {which now
hangz over the bar aleeve in
Kighl's living room).

Those early years were “magi-
cal,” says Kight, who set up what
he saya was the only hot line for

ouL-af-the-closet gays weal of the
Mississippi. As many as 350 people
a doy called, mainly for help and
reassurance Lhey weren't alone,

In two years, he says, he helped
organize 175 protests and demon-

strationa. The polles, in turn, he

gays, raided his house three Limes
loaking for subveralve mailing lista.
Many in the gay community were
terrified. “People were saying, 'He
iz embarrassing us all with those
radical ideas,” " Kight says. “‘He is
going to get us killed, We'll all be
killed. This fool i3 killing us.’ "

Matters reached a fever piteh in
aummer 1970, when in respohse 1o
a challenge from & group of New
York gays, Kight arganized a gay
pride parade to commemorate the
Stonewall riot, an Incident in which
gays attacked police for harassing a
gay bar.

Not everyone thought the pa-

rade was a good iden, Police Chiefl
Ed Davis "argued that it would be
lust as responsible o lel thicves
and robbers have a parade,” Kep-
ner says, And in any cage, il wouid
cost a lot of money and blood to
protect ug which they didn't wanl
odo.”

Actually, Davia was right aboul
ong thing: On the morning of the
pirade, Kight says he received
eight separate dealh threals. “"One
of them,” Kight says, “sald, 'Is iL
OK H Lkill you?'

"'Oh, not today,’ | aaid, 'U'm very
puay loday. [ have {o pul on a
parade. Tomorrow would be much
betler. How about Monday? Tues-
day. Call Wednesday. Ta-ta.'”

[w]

Nowadays, Kight says, it’s hard
to remember how rampant homo-
phobla waa, Bul In 1971, when
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Kight and Don Kilhefner, another
aclivist from the Cay Liberation
Front, fountded Lhe Gay Communi-
ty Services Center in an old clap-
board Viclorian at 1540 Wilshire
Bivd., il promptly became a tourist
atlraclion. .

The tour buses stopped outside,
Kighl says, “and here were all the
tourizts taking pliclures through
the windows, which they took
home to Des Moinea and Indianapo-
tis and showing Lhem io their
families: 'You don't know what
they are into in Loa Angeles. They
are really degenerate. They are
really degraded. They have a Gay
Community Sérvicea Center.’

“And then started the calis rom
around Lhe country —"My aunt was
at your place recently.” We'd spend
a couple of hours with them on the
phone. And in a couple of days,

Pleane see KIGHT, Page
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Continued from Page 4

they'd show up with their luggage.
True, true, e, They'd show up
with their luggage.”

a

As the years passed, Kight cae-
ried his efforts {rom the streets lo
the halls of power—often with
surprising success. [n September,

1973, says Doug Sarff, foymer news -

editor of the Gay Advocale, LAPD
sent young vice police into Griffith
Park to arrest gay males on the
trails. ’

Before they were through,
“They arrested 37 pegple as Ffire
hazards,” Sarff says. (The sus-
pects, Kight says, included one
interracial heterozexual ecouple
sunning themselves on a rock.)

Despite Lhe ridiculausness of Lhe
charges, Sarff says, many gays
were 50 lerrificd they hired expen-
sive lawyers, none of whom were
needed. Before Lthe hearing, Kight
had cul a deal wilh the prosecutor
and the judge to let ali the defend-
anls off with & $10 fine. Meanlime,
he played the courtroom like an old
violin. "He had a seal It frant of Lhe
bench,” Sacff says. “end every so
often he'd stand up and make &
speech.”

The judge, who jusl wanied the
circus oul of his courlroom, pro-
posed & fine of $200 a person,
prompting Kight to jump up and
say, "Judge, that wasn't the deal
we made!”

The judge capitulated, Sarff says,
and what had formerly been bad

maelodrama now (urned into farce:
“People were dancing oéross the
courlroom walving their SiDhillsto
pay the bailigf.”

[m]

On a warm Tuesday on the [1th
floor of the Hali of Records, Kight
presides over the biweekly meeting
of the Counly Humen Relations
Commlasion, In contrast to the
political T-shirls he ususlly wears,
loday he is in a tan sult and blue
shirt.

As chalrman, Kight ts smooth,
efficient, polished and professtonal
in keeping evenis moving swiltly,

On 19 day, the group has visit-
ing dignilaries—lwo members of
the U.5, Commissien on Civil
Rights—who want the commisston

to ¢ndorse a forum Llhoy have
planned in Lhe ¢ily later Lhig fai),
Kight is not enthuslastic abmat the
requesl because he privately con-
tends the Clvil Righls Commission
under President Reagan has been
deplorably right-wing.

“Are you gearching for ideas?"’
Kight askainnocently. "Let me logs
In & few iF I may.”

A Faw Suggestions

in rapld order, he denouncgs a
pian by Immigration and Nagurali-
zation Service Commissionar Har-
oid Ezell to scize cars of those who
hire casual labor off the atreets. He
complaing Lthal “as a feminiat” he
doesn't see much “in the way of

gender perity” in the proposed’

forum's speaker list. He urges sup-
port for proposed national ALDS
anti-digcrimination legislation.

And he talks aboul the "scaring”
devastation of while racism in Lhe
black communily.

He zloses by noting that the Light
deadline will make it impossible for
his commlagion to endorae the Civil
Rights group on such short notice,
hut that they had the commigsion’s
best wlshes for the auccess of their
project,

No sconer have the federal com-
missioners walked out the door

than Kight iurns to his group'a

other members, "Let'a debrief our-
gelves. Did we achleve anything?"
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"I think s0," says Hoger Ragan,
staff asalslanl director, "T was
pleasantly surprized at the names
on the ligt,” .

Kight takes excepiion. The
phrase erypto-fascista on the march
comea up. Kight concludes the
meeling by obaerving Lhat the
eomimisgion will keep its word to
support the forum and send ob-
servers. “Bul we're not going to
heat the buahes for them.”

Besides, he anks, “why did they
Just come ocut here the last few
days? We've been here 40 years,”
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themes of his ie seent to run concurrently, with soms inter-
ruption here and there, and a recomymencennt at another
time: but through it all is & pattern of social service dalivery,
slmination of communicable disssses, correction of the

horrors of Gecriminasion againat minorities, and doctinaire

paciiem,
mmmwmadmhmmmmh.rut

War in Vigtnat. In 1967 ' wan foumder of the Dow Action
Committes, He was & piormer 0 calling 1Of ressarch on the
uee of harticides and deioliams jor military ves, and ha op-
posed thewr uss. He participated in teacheing, demongtra
tions, numercus {ast, and other related activities 1 opposs-
HON 10 the war. He was & Mmember of the Board of Disectors
of the War Rasistors Lesgue {1972-197S).

ELMINATION OF COMMINGCARLE NORASSS
HEALTH SEAVICRS DELIVERY: Beginning n 1937 he
fourd women and van carriers of sypisiie and cowwnied
tham it trestment 107 1. He often drove various persorns 1o
the UL Public Heaith Servics Veneresi Diseass Cinic in
Hat Sorings, Arkawas, From 1947 1o 1956 he wam & volun-
teer worker in the veneresl diesese eradication program
New Mexice. From 1958 onward i coungeisd many car-
rers in Los Aogeies, leacing thee o the city and cownty
Clinica. ientifying doctors who would trest cases without
judgement, Ha was instrurnental in the establiatvoent of ihe
Verwreal Disggne Cinic of the Gay Commurty Services
Canter in Los Angeies. He worked on the rehabilitation of its
SPACH, assintud ¥t &3 IConewre. Neiped dentify & staff and &
Medical Oirector. He gentrated pubiic funding for the
CNIe — tha tirst Such pubiic unding in history. From 1973 10
1978 he was a rember of the Board of Directors of the Na-
tional Frae Clinic Council, urging atention 1o communicatie

TUBSRCULOSIS: From 195G until the discovery of major
Cures he did healh eduGaton AbOWt tubercuiosis and in
Sracication. Me coordinated the wark of 9.000 vokatesrs in
2 tubercuicsis KIBAFICEIION, CUre aNd RISt YOG,
PARY OF THE SOLUTION: From 1937 to 1942 he st~
19MgRad 10 ntegrate the unmersity he aitended, iater joning
the NAACP. He has nested on an itegrated board of direc.

tors of any activity he joined. This activity sventuslly took
him o work with the Southern Canfarence Educational
Fund in Lovisville, Kentucky, and associstion with the
Southem Christion Leadership Conference. .
PUBLIC POLICY: From 1942 onwand he Nes taken part in
specisl study Nelth services administration. In 1942 he grs~
duated from the U8, Career Service Training Schoot He
R analyzed arxd written widely on pubiic HDECY issuss. per-
ticularly i the areen of civil Raerties, civil rignts, socisl ser-
vice dedivery mechenisma, deferse budgets, foreign poiicy,
urban renewal and housing.

GAY UBERATION: He directed ons-to-One Services in
behalf of memiers of the community in Loa Anguies from
1958 onward. Mis areas of cotem nchuded housing, job
finding, bail borxis, courmeling, Kentification of resources.
and sdvotasy.

n 1988 e founded (he Gay Liberation Front ot Los Angeies.
Ma zasisted in defining s phiosophy, projectad the tirst
damonatration and tookt an active part in many such street
demanatrations. it 1970 he assiated in the estabishment of
Cleintopher Street-Waest, which aiong with New York, was
the first pubic commnemoration of the Stonewall Uprising of
28 hawe 1900. He was 3 resourcs person for the Gay Swr-
vivat Commnities of the Gay Lbevation Front,

e was ons of the founders of the Gay Comymunity Services
Conter. He was one Of those who conceptualized the firse
such agancy in history. He wes a member of its Soard of
Directors from 1971 until his choser retirernent ot 1377,
Quring N time on the Soard 'w sevved a8 President. Vice
Presiiurt arxs Secratary. During thoes years he wae a full.
1M worker &t the Center working in various arsas. He was
Director of the Pusiic Funding Task Farce of the Certer
froxw the time Of itS creation. As such he sesisted n the xan-
tfication of ttwee millon dolers 10¢ the Center. He was
Qirector ot the Private Funding Task Force, and ag such he
assisted n developing sufficiert funds to purchase the
mc-w’sm.msnm“mummm

POLITICAL ACTION: Ma has beun aclive on many poiitical
tromts. He helped, slong with Howard Fox and others, to

, lound the Stonewall Democratic Club, Me was the ciub's

first prowiiert and he remang aACtively inwoived with 8. In
1976 he became a mumber of the Caifornia State
Democzatic Central Committes. He is 2 member of the Sud-
Committes on Civil and Human Rignts of the Statiorm Com-

mittes. and 2 Co-Chair of tha Delegate Selec-
tion/Affemative Action Committes of the Calitornia
Cemacratic Party.

ACCESBIBILITY: Momig i in daily communication with 2
true crose-section of our populstion. He = Never 100 busy t0
tak® tirve ottt of hia frantics schedhie to isten (0 anyons. He
Nl rCRived 38veral hundred phong Callg n 3 singie day. Ne
cartainly hap NOt IOrgotian t1he Dersond who represent the
grazaroaty. Me = aimost always availabie as & spesker.
SOureeior, mediator, widerstarviing istener, and aivocsie
of jusl couses. He @ truly 8 public persan.
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BORRIS RXI6A] celebrated his 70th Birthday, 19 November 1989 ..

One of the Pioneers of Leshian/Gay Liberation ..

Community Organizer .. Feminist .. Pacifist .. Generalist .., Universaiist .. Social
Services Qrganization Founder .. Lesbian/Gay Liberationist ..

Since 1980, Comaissioner of Human Relations for the County of Los Angeles
(Vice President 1981~1988; President 1988-1989) ..

Founder 1965, Dow Action Committee .. Pounder 1969, Gay Liberation Front/Los Angsl-
es ... Founder 10 May 1970, Christopher Street West/los Angeles .. Principal Co-
Founder May 1971, Gay and Lesbian Community Services Center/Los Angeles .. Co—-Au-
thor 1972, Gay and Leshian Rights Platform/Chicago .. Grand Marshall 1972, Gay and
Leshian Freedom Parade/San Francisco .. Grand Marshall 23 Junme 1973, Christopher
Street Liberation Day/ New York ... Grand Marshall 1975 and (977, Christopher Street
West/Los Angeles .. Grand Marshall 1978, Dade County Lesbian/Gay Freedom Parade ...
Principal Co-Founder 1973, Van MNess Recavery House (First in History for Lesbian/
Gay Alcoholism/Addiction Recovery) ... Principal Co-Founder 1975, Stonewall Democrat-
ic Club ... Co-Founder 1976, Gay and Lesbian Caucus/California Democratic Council ..
Co~founder 1977, Gay and Lesbian Caucus/Califormia Democratic Party .. Statewide
Issues Chairperson 1985-1986, Califormia Democratic Council .. Co-Founder 1980,
A_siam Pacific Lesbians/Gays .. Principal Co-Founder 1984, McCadden Place Collec~-
rion ..

Recipient 1983, Eason Monroe (ourageous Advocate Award/American Civil Liberties
Union .. Recipient 1989, £ieauor Roosevelt Humanitarian Award/Southern Califormia
Americans for Democratic Actionm .. Honoree Since 1985, Morris Kight Humanitarian
Avard/Gay and Lesbian Community Services Center .. Honoree Since 1988, Morris
Kight Humanitarian Award/The Experience .. :
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BY MORRIS KIGHT

§ marched down Hollywoad Bivd. on Sunday, June
28, 1970, in a splash of color, sound, joy and Gay Pride.
Every group in the Southern California area was repre-
sented, all found a place for their own philosophy, their
own commitment. Fears and doubts faded away, and no
one could get enough of it. At the end of this historic
event, the vast crowds on the Boulevard foliowed atier
the parade during dispersal eagar to get & hit more of the
magic of that exciting event. This was the First Christo-
pher Street West Parada.

As easy as aHl that sounds it was not quite that easy!
The genesis of this event, the Stonewall Uprising, the
Gay Liberation Movement, the exciting growth of the
Metropolitan Community Churches, and The Movement
forerunners has been gone into guitz well in James
Kepner’s article in this Programme. The genesis of this
event is something else,

As Brother Jim has said, so correctly, it was a bit of
time before we all realized the miracle of Christopher
Street: and then began the legend atout that night, and

the following days of rage. Those who “were there,’ K’
“who saw it all,"” “who knew what it meant™ are now

legion; but in fact the enormity of that struggie was a
"1t month in penetrating our consciousiiess. | had several
.alls from Christopher Street from pay telephones during
the time: and frankly, 1 fe!t it was important, wisheg |
were there, but deep in my heart | could not sortit out.
That sorting procass cama later.

In the press | have called it a “non-violent riot” and
this has brought somz consterpation from friends who
know that | have never thrown a brick, and have alvrays
advocated soctal changes throuch non-viclent means. |
have called it non-violeni because not a shot was fired,
property damage was next to nothing, no one was kilied,
nor was there any wounding except for a few minor
abrasions.

Whether that is, or is not, a correct analysis is not
important; that within ong year several Gay activists
arocund the New York area felt it was an event worthy of
commemoration is important. Thus late in May, The
Rev. Troy Perry and | got letters from friends in New
York, asking what we were going to do out on the Coast.
We exchanged teizphane calls, and | said “Troy let me
think about it, and suggest a pian.” To have 3 moment
to think in my house was next to impossibie in those;
days — remember the Gay Liberation Front was still
meeting Ih 2 non-pay owned dance hall, and all calls wereI
handled out of there, all two hundred a day! . . . and_:
the flood of welcome visitors was widening.

Thus, | took the telephone off the hook for a few

“Sours, did not answer the door and started the DFUC'C‘::S)
Jf thinking out what 10 nemunate. A massive teach-in
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(we’'d done that already), s series o decentralized events
{we were doing that), a series of small demonstrations at
the symbois of oppression, repression, and gxploitation
{that had been done), what? So somewhere out of the
consciousness of the March to the Pentagon, San Fean-
cisco Anti-War March, April 15, 1857, Century Plazs,
June 23, 1567, Selma it, and any other such ponped the
idez. Why not have a parade right here in Los Angeles
on 8 majer streat? So | calied Brotirer 8ob Humphrics to
go with me and off to Troy’s office, in an older-heuse-in-
the-rear in £ast Holtywood. Beloved Brother Bob Ennis
was there in those days and the four oi us sat down. |
recall saying “Now you may not iike what | pronose,
but please fisten.” Thus, for forty-five minutes | rapped
dovin the joys, the hazards, the enormity of the mobiti-
zation, and the positive rasults to be achieved. By the
time | was done, Troy was up from behind the dask,
throwing his beautiful arms into the air, and saying:
“Morris, let's do it.”

Los Angeles asks forty days ta apply for a parade
permit, and here we were forty-four days aheed of the
agrecd-upon time! So we went rignt down to the Potice
Station, got the forms, filled them in, and a!l this almost
unilateratly, and called the first meeting.

So we wi gathered at the Virgil Street Parsonage and
tatked it out. Every organization ground was represen-
ted, and (those representing the many tendencics in Jur
community. To this day | wonder why not one said: "It
can’'t be done.” So we did it, and together, and fovingly,
and respecting onie enother’s individuaiities.

In great haste we raised sufficient money to get it
going, somevne loancd $H00 (re-paid one year  lawer},



~

.

teaflets were printed, grouns mobilized, and the show
was on the road. We had suspocted that the Police might
70t like to issue such a revolutionary permit, and they
did not like it at all. A devastating hearing in which we
were likencd to “robbers and burglars,” and a few
restrictions put upon us — that we should have 10 geta
security bond of $1,000,000 to cover personal damnages
in “the riots,” $500,G00 to cover “property damage in
the wake,” and $500 cash to “pay the police.”” These
same police wha are paid by us 2t collectively, including
the Gay Communiiy!

So | called the Amgrican Civil Liberties Union and
used smergency procedures 1o launch a fawsuit. Within
two hours Atterney Herbert Selwyn had agreed to take
our case, end we were in motion. Judgz Richard Schauer
granted a temporary injunction and asked the Pclica to
“show cause.” This matter was finally settied at noon on
Friday before the march on Sunday! Literally a photo-
finish. That no one goubted that we would win, nor that
our cause was not just, nor that we would march on the
sidewsalks if necessary, is to the everiasting commitment
of our community.

So marched we did, with butterflies in our stomachs,
with legitimate doubts and fears, but with enormous
courage and devotion. Ms. Heten Nichzus of Anubis at
‘he head, “Bo” Siewert in the second wave, then the
fmassive membgaishinos of GLF/LA, MCC, SPREE, and
thirty other groups joining in. Our joy seeing more and
more of us arrive, more and mare creative showings of
pride, but always wondering? . . . “What awaits us on
the Boulevard?' Wall, whar awaited us vwas 30 to 80,000
delighted restdents, spurred on by the radio ond television
carnpaigns brought on by the Police Depertment at-
titude. So there it wes! The thing we could not do for
ourseives the Police did for us. Who would make apublie

desue of a Gay Parade? A lawsuit t¢ demand one, ah!

that is nows!
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So the pubtic toved us, rushed into the middie of the
streat 10 greet us, leaving a path barely wide enough to
neqotiate. | shall never forget the vigor and dipiomacy
of Brother Cliff Lettieri pursuading that crowd to make
a pathway for us.

So down the Boulevard we marched, proud, suc-
cessful, the winners! What our brothers/sisters had done
at Stanewall in rage, we honored with determination.

The rest is history. | was so moved by the beauty of
it alf that { could not sleep, but just walked the floor the
rest of the night to enjoy the last bit of that magnificent
day.

We have come a long way sincz tHose fer-off days.
We have long since established that Gay is Good, indeed
Gey is Great! The rage and anger is largely gone, our
determinaticn {C serve one another, and to carve out our
own lives is an gstablished fact, and now ecizblished
institutions are dealing with us, often taking the initiativa
to do so, and a whotle new gzneration of Gays will only
be eble 10 guess at what it was once like.

Stonewalt, Requiescat in Pace! You did your work,
fine Brothers and Sisters, you did it weil. Wherever each
of you is, stand high, as you dig that night, and know
that we are forever in your debt.

=

Footnote to history: the name of the gama. We
spent two days lsting names, discerding them, and
narrowing the list down. 3ob Humgphries cama flyine
out of the rcar of my house and said “I hove it *
Christopher Stroet-West.” . . | and he didl That he is \,\*-Z’ ‘))‘
important to Christopher Stroet-Wast at San Francizco,
atong with Rev. Ray Broshaars, Ferry, and a vas: group
of vclunteer workers is proof of the efficecy of that
narmsz, '
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Kight, Morris (1919-2003)
by Linda Rapp

Encyclopedia Copyright © 2015, glbtq, Inc.
Entry Copyright © 2004, glbtq, inc.

Reprinted from http://www.glbtg.com ) )
Top: A portrait of Morris

. . . . . . Kight by Stathis
Activist Morris Kight was a determined and courageous--if sometimes eccentric-- Orphanos.

fighter for glbtq rights. He worked vigorously for decades in the struggle for equality.  Above: A sign from a
West Hollywood

Morris Kight was born in Comanche County in the heart of Texas on November 19, restaurant that inspired a

1919. He grew up on the family farm. Kight recognized his sexual orientation as a %g:ﬁsatrizdé’gv'vmf

youngster. He stated in a 1994 interview that he began exploring his sexuality while in  pgy, '

high school and that he was "happy to say that [he] didn't have a trace of guilt feeling Images courtesy Stathis

about that." Orphanos.Copyright ©
Stathis Orphanos.All

Kight went on to study at Texas Christian University, from which he graduated in 1941, Rights Reserved.

During these years in Fort Worth he was, in his own words, "somewhat active as a gay person," although the
social scene for gay men was extremely limited. He recalled "occasional gatherings" at people's homes.
Discretion was essential because of the oppressive legal and social situation for gay men.

After graduation Kight moved to New Mexico. There he discovered "underground gay communities" in
Albuquerque and Santa Fe. At the time, he recalled, Albuguerque had several gay bars to which police
generally turned a blind eye. Kight described the gay scene in 1940s and 1950s New Mexico as "furtive"--
necessarily so since men convicted under the state's sodomy law faced a prison term.

Kight married in 1950. The union, which lasted until 1955, produced two daughters. Once Kight became a
gay rights activist he avoided mentioning his marriage to any but a few of his closest friends, apparently for
fear that his credibility as a spokesman for gay rights would be diminished.

Kight moved to Los Angeles in 1958. He had worked with a theater group in Albuguerque in the early 1950s
but was generally more interested in being a social activist than in earning a salary. Nevertheless, he
needed some source of income. For four years he had a part-time job as a novelty vendor at Dodger
Stadium during baseball games.

He also began holding semi-annual "garage sales" at which he sold antiques picked up on the cheap at thrift
shops. In time, dealers and well-to-do buyers, including Liberace, became regular attenders of his sales.

In Los Angeles Kight found a much more vibrant gay community than those he had known in Texas or New
Mexico. Kight became involved, opening his house for meetings to foster gay identity and pride, and helping
arrested gay men secure lawyers so that they could get out of jail.

As the war in Vietnam escalated, Kight, a Ghandian pacifist, devoted an increasing amount of time to
protests against it. He first became well known not for championing glbtq rights but for the founding in
1967 of the Dow Action Committee, an anti-war group protesting the chemical company's production of
Agent Orange. For his efforts he was vilified as a Communist sympathizer, but he persisted. He encouraged
gay men and lesbians to join him in the cause but met with a mixed response. Many were leery of the
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strong presence of Socialists in the organization, but others worked with Kight in demonstrations, sit-ins,
leafleting campaigns, and other forms of non-violent actions.

To this point Kight, though a fixture in the underground gay community in Los Angeles, had not joined more
visible homophile groups such as the Mattachine Society, which he considered elitist. In the wake of
Stonewall, however, he became one of the founders of the Los Angeles branch of the Gay Liberation Front
(GLF) in December 1969.

One of the Los Angeles GLF's first activities was a protest against a West Hollywood chili parlor called
Barney's Beanery, which had a sign that read "Fagots [sic] Stay Out." Led by Kight and the Reverend Troy
Perry of the Metropolitan Community Church, gay men and lesbians demonstrated outside the restaurant,
demanding removal of the offensive sign.

When the owner, who had in fact never denied anyone service, refused to take down the sign--and indeed
added more--Kight and other protesters began coming in, ordering a single item, and remaining for hours.
Since the owner was losing money, he repeatedly called the Sheriff's Office to try to evict the protesters.
After three months the owner relented and took down the signs, handing them over to Kight and others.

The victory was short-lived. Once the protesters and the news media had departed, the owner replaced the
sign. It only came down for good in 1984 when Valerie Terrigno, the first lesbian mayor of West Hollywood,
removed it herself as soon as the city council passed an anti-discrimination ordinance.

Kight was a firm believer in the importance of media attention, and he relished the spotlight, which is
exactly where he put himself in 1970, only a few months after the Barney's Beanery demonstrations. GLF
member Don Jackson had proposed that some two hundred gay men and lesbians should move to the tiny
community of Alpine County, California, register to vote, and then take control of the local government.

Jackson's plan was to proceed quietly, but that was not Kight's style. In short order he and fellow GLF
member Don Kilhefner were calling press conferences to announce the new "gay Mecca." The story received
nationwide coverage but also drew a lot of hostility, and the plan never went forward. Kight's heavy-handed
tactics caused a rift between him and some other leaders in the gay rights movement, but he never
stopped working in the way that he thought best.

Another of Kight's early projects was the organization of Christopher Street West, a march held in Los
Angeles on June 28, 1970, the first anniversary of the Stonewall uprising in New York. Los Angeles Police
Commission officials attempted to block the event by denying a permit unless the organizers put up the
exorbitant sum of 1.5 million dollars in security bonds. The Reverend Perry sought the help of the American
Civil Liberties Union, which won a court order that allowed the parade to proceed and eliminated the
onerous costs. Christopher Street West has evolved into one of the country's largest pride parades. Kight
was a frequent participant over the years, last marching in Christopher Street West in 1999.

Kight was also instrumental in establishing the Gay Community Services Center (later renamed the Los
Angeles Gay & Lesbian Community Services Center), which opened its doors in October 1971. The center
was registered as a non-profit corporation, allowing donors to receive tax deductions for their contributions
and permitting the center to apply for government grants. From distinctly modest beginnings it has grown
to be the largest gay and lesbian services center in the world, offering a wide range of legal, medical, and
social services. In his final years Kight cited the founding of the center as one of the achievements of which
he was proudest.

In founding the Gay Community Services Center Kight was working within the system; nevertheless, his
leftist politics and his occasionally outrageous tactics struck some in the glbtg rights movement as too
radical and potentially detrimental to the goal of gaining acceptance for glbtq people in the wider society.
One person holding this opinion was David Goodstein, who bought the gay newspaper The Advocate in 1975
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and immediately began to transform it into a slick magazine. One of his first moves was to ban reporting on
people whose activities he considered deleterious to the cause. Kight was chief among them.

Goodstein took things a step further, sending young reporter Randy Shilts to do an "exposé" on Kight. Shilts
found no basis for a negative article on Kight, refused to write such a piece, and eventually left the
magazine. Several years later Goodstein attempted to repair the breach by inviting Kight to participate in
the Advocate Experience, a confrontational consciousness-raising group that he sponsored. Kight declined,
saying, "l don't think I'd care to join a cult."

Kight never flagged in his efforts to empower glbtqg people. In 1975 he founded the Stonewall Democratic
Club to give glbtq people a stronger voice in politics.

Kight also spearheaded the boycott of the Coors Brewing Company to protest its discriminatory employment
policies. After the company dropped the offensive practices and began donating money to glbtq
organizations to lure back customers, Kight was among those who called for keeping the boycott in place
because the Coors family's foundations continued to make major contributions to right-wing organizations
inimical to glbtq rights.

When California State Senator John Briggs proposed an amendment to ban homosexual teachers from the
public schools in 1978, Kight was one of many to join the fight against it. In the end the measure, opposed
by a wide variety of groups, went down to a solid defeat, giving the young movement for equality a rare
victory at the polls.

In the early 1980s Kight was appointed a member of the Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission,
on which he served for twenty years, retiring in 2002. Among the projects he implemented during his
tenure was the Crossroads Employment Agency, the first specifically created to assist gay men and lesbians.

Kight remained an active participant in the glbtg rights movement until the very end of his long life. On his
eighty-third birthday in 2002 he appeared before the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors to call for
better services for people with HIV/AIDS. Another of his final projects was to have a corner in West
Hollywood designated the Matthew Shepard Memorial Triangle in honor of the gay college student who was
the victim of a savage homophobic murder.

Kight left a lasting legacy in the 3,000-piece Morris Kight Collection, which contains both fine art by gay
men and lesbians and a variety of memorabilia including posters and photographs documenting the struggle
for glbtq rights. Shortly before his death Kight donated this valuable resource to the ONE Institute.

Kight, who had suffered several strokes in his last years, was hospitalized in December 2002 because of
various health problems including cancer and heart trouble. He spent his final weeks at the Carl Bean
House, a hospice of the AIDS Healthcare Foundation, which donated its services in recognition of Kight's
many years of support for the organization.

Kight died peacefully in his sleep on January 19, 2003. He was survived by his companion of twenty-five
years, Roy Zucheran.

A tireless worker but something of a maverick, Kight never achieved the leadership role in the glbtq rights
movement that he undoubtedly would have wanted. As he grew older he was somewhat eclipsed by new
generations of leaders who used different tactics to gain equal rights. Toward the end of his life, however,
he was "rediscovered" by younger glbtq rights supporters, who appropriately honored him for the pioneering
work on which they are now able to build.
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Gay Rights Movement Gains Political Momentumin L. A.

Out of the Closet, It's Becoming Respectable Force in Election Campaigning

BY DOUG SHUIT

Timas Stald wWrltey

“It's oul of the closet, and into the
Beverly Wilshire,” shouted the Rev.
Troy Perry, minister of the homosex-
val-oriented Metropolitan Communi-
Ly Church, during a recent speect.

Clearly, this was heady stuff for
these 1,000 or so onetime sexual out-
{aws who filled the big room at Lhe
posh Beverly Hills holel, And they
greeted Perry and other speakers
with waves of applause.

The gay rights movement in Los
Anpeles—rather than laking a low
profile after Anila Bryant's successful
Save Our Children campaign in Flori-
da lagl year—has more momentum

than ever before,

I truly has come out of the closet,
and, with the support of many local
political leaders, has become a re-
apeciable political Joree.

Even as Lhey prepare for the fight
of their lives—Republican state Sen.
John Briggs of Fullerton is pushing a
statewide initiative campaign giving
school districts ke righl to fire ho-
mosexuals—leaders of the gay rights
movemenl are locking beyend Briggs
and fighting for a much bigger issue:
full employment rights withoul dis-
crimination.

“What we wanl—Lhe bottom line—
i5 to be left alone,” says atterney Pe-
ier Scoll, ene of Lhe founders of Lhe

lalest gay rights political action
group, the New Alliance for Gay
Equality, or New Age. “We're not
asking for any special (reatmenl.
We're just asking to be aliowed Lo ex-
press affeetion, like any helerosexual
wauld. . .without lear of losing our
livelihoods."”

Ancther founder of New Age, po-
litical consultanl David Mixner, said
inan inlerview:

“We believe Yhis issue musl be
moved inlo the mainstream of the po-
litical process. You have to deal wilh
iL, and now is the time.

“If ever we arc going Lo assure thal
people who follow us wen't live in
closels filled with terror and black-
mail, and can have the Ireedom Lo be
open and whole human beings, then
we have to do il in the next couple of
¥ears or it's just not going lo happen.”

Those positions, irt themselves, are
cxtremely controversial, for gay
rights leaders admit hey are facing a
decp-rooted animosity toward ho-
masexuality, based on concerns hat
homesexualily involves mental illness
and immorality.

Leaders of Lhe pay righls move-
ment believe such concerns are the
result of social prejudice, lack of un-
derstanding and bigotry,

They are encouraged by signs they
se¢ Lhat the society at large is finding
hemosexuality more acceplable,

One of (he most recent signs was
the victory of Dr. Joselle Mondanaro
over the Brown Administration in
winning back her job as a lop slate
drug abuse official, The debale cen-
lered on her job performance and
Gov. Brown's justification in Mring
her, rather than the fact thal she is an
avowed lesbian.

Another is the fact that 2 book by a
homosexual football player, David
Kopay, rang up healthy national
sales, indicating thal many hefe-
rosexuals, as well as homesexuals,
found the book inleresting. Another ig
the preminent rofe thal iesbians have

played in the national feminist move-
ment. 5till ancther is the fact thal
male and female homosexualily is
openly discussed on radio and televi-
sion, and a homosexual characler has

a regular role on the show Soap,
Despite these apparent advances of
their cause, gay rights leaders beliave
they slill have a long way to go, in
large part because of the backlash
they saw develop last year in Dade
County, Fla, when valers supported
Anita Bryant and ber crusade 1o re-

peal 2 sexual equality ordinance.
Where gay rights leaders may see
themselves as parl of a social and in-
lellectual evolution that is ever going
forward, the backlash is seen as
evidence, in some quarters, that gay
rights has gone as far as it can go and
Please Turn to Page 5, Col. 1
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Gay Rights Movement Making Weight
Felt in Los Angeles Political Life

Continued from First Page

that the penpdulum is swinging back
now to more traditional Christian
aoyat values,

Briggs sees it that way, "Qur peo-
ple—the normal majorily—are out of
the closet, too, They have heen
pushed and shoved teo far,” he says,

Briggs is spearheading an initiative
campaign aimed at puiling before vo-
{ers in the November election a state
constilutional amendment thal would
give local school boards the right o
fire humosexual leachers and admin-
istrators, and even nonhomosexual
teachers and administrators who en-
dorse a gay way of life.

{iL is considered a question of gay
rights, as opposed lo homosexuval
rights, because of whal the lerms
have come (0 mean. Whereas ho-
mosexyal relales primarily 10 an indi-
vidual's sexual preference, gay refates
to 2 whote way of life that is public in
a way that private bedroom activily is
uot. It is this gay life-style thal is so
conlroversial. For mest in the gay
rights movement, gay means out of
the closet, whereas homosexual
means stitl in the closet.}

Briggs says he has haif the signa-
tures needed to pul his initiative on
the November ballol. Once it goes be-
fore the voters, he predicis thal the
issue will capture nalionai attention
(lihg way the Anita Bryani campaign

id.

And he predicts he'll win.

"1t will be a fight regarding movaii-
iy, @ fight beiween those who stand
for morality ané Lhose whe stand for
immorality,” he said.

Briggs says the issue is one of ho-
mosexuals in Lhe classroom, and their
inftuence on sehoolchildren, “There is
ne question that people will sland up
for their children,” he added.

Briggs predicis the fight, il il gets

before Lhe volers, "is going W be a
wingdinger.”

Briggs' prediction is based in port
on the growing respectability of the
gay rights movement in Demotratic
political circles—and the growing po-
litical might of homosexuals them-
selves, parficnlarly in Los Angeles.

Gay rights in Los Angeles stilf has
nol made the impacl (hal has been
felt in San Francisco, where gays
have aot only elected one of Lheir
number to the city-county Board of
Supervisors, but have congregated in
such numbers that they have had &
significanl impact on housing and
business. (“San Francisce i3 the
fountainhead of all homoseualily,”
Briggs seid.)

The movement has come a long
way inonly a shert lime.

“A few years ago, when yov ap-
proached a politician, he ran the other
way,” said Perry, one of (e chief
leaders of Lhe gay rights movement in
Los Angeles.

During his recent speech al the
Beverly Wilshire, Perry declared, “[
cait remember a long time ago {1968)
when only ane person wolld speak 1o
us in this comntunity—the lale City
Counciiman Hobert Stevenson ...
Yei I look avound, and how times
have changed. Everyones here ex.
¢ept Anita Bryant and John Briggs.”

He was referring to the keynole
speaker, Sen. George McGovern {D-
S.D.}, Demacratic slate Assemblyman
Art Apnos of San Franeisco, and 0 a
number of locai politicians.

They included City Atty. Burl
Pines, county Supervisor Ed Edel-
man, City Council members Zev Yar-
ostavsky, Peggy Stevenson {widow of
Robert Stevenson) and Joel Wachs;
slate Assemblymen Mike Roos and
Mel Levine, and Community College
Board members Wallace Alberlson
and Gwen Moore.

And these pofitical figures repre-
senl only the tip of the iceberg in
terms of Lhe reai political support the
gy tights movement is receiving in
Los Angeles. A recenl fund-raising
evenl by & gay righls erganigalion
known as the Municipal Elections
Committee of Los Angeies (MECLA)
Hisied on ils dinner committee 27 pol-
iticians holding state, federal, county
and city political offices.

Politicians have found that gay
rights leaders ean deliver 2 sizable
vote at clection time and generate
substanlial political coniributions.
They alse appear 1o be in agreement
wilh the geals of the gay rights
movemen,

Pines, now running in the Demo-
cralic primary for state attorney gen-
erai, aggressively soughl gay support
in 1973 during his first campaign for
city attorney, making him one of the
earfiest polilicians to recognize gays
politically, .

Another politician especially well
liked in the gay communily is county
Supervisor Edeiman, who, in addition
to appointing 3 gay person Lo his staff,
has worked to get county mongy for
the Gay Community Services Cenler
in Hollywood.

“} think what ['ve done,” Edelman
said “is 1o Tecognize primarily their
needs as @ community. I've recog-

nized that they have needs not ror.
mally met through olher county
agencies, like aicoholism and vene.
real disease. They've been diserimin-
ated against in the past, bul they pay
taxes like the rest of us, and govern-
ment has to be open to 2l] people.”

Sen. McGovern, the unsuccessful
Democratic eandtdate for President in
1972, called the gay rights movement
“the latest struggle againsi prejudice
and discrimination” in the Uniled
States in his speech at Lhe Baverly
Wilshire.

He said, "There should be no con-
troversy i the United States over the
right 1o personal privacy, the freedom
from distrimination and prejudice.”

The event at which MeGovern
spoke, along with Perry, was staged
to celebrate the latest in a ‘series of
gey rights politicial action groups,
this one New Age.

Others include MECLA, o fund-
raising groug that in 1977 began dis-
pensing hefty contributions—$1,500
fo $2000 each—io local politiclans;
the volunieer-criented Stonewall
Pemoryalic Club, which was formed
in 1975 by longlime activist Morris
Kight: the pay chapler of the Ameri-
can Civil Libertieg Union, and 2 het-
erosexvral organization calied Parents
angd Friends of Gays.

New Age and other groups see the
Briggs initiative as a slep backward in
lerms of political gaing they have
made in recent years, primarily he-
cause it would amend parl of the 1975
legisiation that changed thelr status,
The legistation legalized il privately
conducted sex acts hetween eonsent-
ing adulis and has been called, in
some quarters, “the homosexyal's bill
of rights,”

But they alsv see, beyond the
devejoping fight with Briggs, » much
bigger one—one that involves their
fundamental rights. They say thal
what they wanl is the right o live
their gay life-style free of fear that
they will be fired, held back from
promotion or not hired in the first
place if they do nol hide their sexsal
preference.

They have allied their movement
with the black civil rights struggie,
the antiwar moventent, the feminist
movement, the international human
rights movement, and believe ulti-
mately they will be successful,

Kighl pioneered a public advocacy
role for homosexuality in the early
19508, "Our first role in this sociely
was 10 survive,” he said. “Afl of so-
ciety's institttions were massed
againsl uws—churches, schools, the
family, the courls. We have done
that. We have -urvived. Qur next
goal was be plik in to sociely, and we
are doing that, toa. Look at the sup-
port we're receiving.”

One favorable sign Perry and oth-
ers see is that attiludes are softening
even in the Republican Party, source
of much of the antigay backlash. Two
prominent Republicans running this
year, Assemblyman Kep Maddy of
Fresne, whe is running for governor,
and record producer Mike Curb, run-
ning for lieutenant governor, Mave
made public statements oppesing the
Briggs initiative.
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Bitter Fight Expected
on Gay Teacher Issue

Both Sides Gearing Up for Campaign
That Could Rival Battles Over Prop. 13

BY DOUG SHUIT

Thnus J0adi Wrier

The question of homosexual rights,
already battled on the local level
from Flotida to Oragon, 18 coming to
California in a slatewide campaign
thal I‘mihl. rival the emctional inten-
sity of the current fight over Proposi-
tion 13,

Botk sides were already gearing up
for the fight Thursday in the wake of
qualification of an imitiative that
would remove homosexual teachers,
or others who advocate homosexual
acts, from Californa public schools.

The tnitiative, called the “Catifor-
nia Defend Qur Children” initiative
by ita awthor, stele Sen. John V.
Briggs (R-Fulterton}, will be on the
HNev. T general election batlot il it
overcomes legal chalienges,

Briggs, a conservative maverick
from Orange County, predicted in
Sacramentc that the milialive likely
will generate as much interest, con-
troversy and pational attention as Lhe
Proposition 13 campaign,

And, while gay rights leaders were
hop1n§l that it would not degenerate
into the kind of emotional campaign
waged over Lhe Jarvis property-tax
initiative, they were gelling ready
for it,

Both Briggs and gay rights leaders
have ‘been expecling the battle for
months, aimest from the day a similar
{?i!ght ended last year in Dade Counly,

a,

1t was shorlly after the Dade Coun-
ty {Miami} fight, ied by singer Anita
Bryant, that Briggs decided o make
California 2 stalewide battleground
over the issue of hamosexuality and
public schools,

And that was when local gay acti-
vists, surprised and distrubed by the
emotions and antigay bias reflected in
the Florida vole, began thinking se-
riousty about the same kind of thing
happenitg in Californa,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.

What had already been a well-or-
ganized gay righls movemen! really
took off after Dade County, particu-
larly in Los Angeles and San Francis-
o, and gay activists won the support
of many local politicians,

To defeat the Briggs initiative, gay
leaders will have to buck a national
trend that goes against protecting ho-
mosexugls from job and housing dis-
crimination.

After the Dade County fight, ho«
mosexuals suffered a series of defeats
geross Lhe coundry as cities like
Wichita, Kan,; 81 Paul, Minn., and
Eugene, Ore., voted in public referen-
dums to repeal laws protecting ho-
mosexuals from job and heusing dis-
crimination.

What the Briggs initiative would do
is remove publie school officials from
proteclions under California's land-
mark conseniing adults |aw, which,
when passed in 1975 afier a Jong
fight, had the cffect of legalizing ho-
mosexual eonduct belween consent-
ing adults.

But the Initiative would go further
than that, making any teacher, teach-
ers’ aide, school administrator or
counselor—-gay or straight—subjecl
{a firing il they advacale or encour-
age & homosexual way of life, leaving
the decisien up to local school boards.

That was a key element in the ini-
tialive that surfaced Thursday in in-
tarviews with individuals lining up on
hoth sides of the fight.

Briggs, in a lelephone inlerview
from Sacramento, specifically noled
that his initialive would cover a case
he said was brought to his altention
involving an Orange Counly heallh
instructor who brought inlo his elass-
room 2 homosexual couple for a dis-
cussion "of their love [ifa.”

Gay ieaders said they expected to
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TEACHERS

Continued from Third Pege

draw substantial supporl from school
teachers and others who wouid fear
widespraad “witeh hunts” in the pub-
lie school gystem as a result of the in-
itiative,

“The Initiative presents a challenge
to all school employes in that any an-
gry, disaffacied sludent could-work
out his or her revenge against any
school employe by Bringing them up
on charges,” sald Morriz Kight, leader
of the gay Stonewall Democratic Club
in Los Angeles.

The initiative battle, ag it shaped up
Thursday, likely will e fought on a
numbet of other grounds a3 well, and
the rhetoric that surfaced also gives a
good indication of the fight ta come.

“YWhat this initiative is all about 5
whether or not parents have the right
to determine who will teach their

children. The key words in the initia--

tive say that one of the most fun-
damental interests of the state is the
establishment and preservation of the
family unit,” said Briggs.

In another interview with Sa-
cramento reporters, he said: “They
want to take street morals Into the
classreom.”

.05 Angeles attorney Peter Scott,
one of the founders of the politically
active New Alliance for Gay Equality,
said the initiative would put ho-

mosexuais' backs ta the wall through-
out the natfon.

“It's really a Jim Cruw-iype law,
and if it's nol stopped in Calffornia,
this type of thing will happen acrosa
the country,” he gald.

Seolt and others were predicting
that gay activisis would have to raise
at least §1 million, and Erobably more,
to successtully battle the Brigga initi-
ative.

Briggs told reporters in Sacramen-
to; “It all boils down to mongy now.
anticipate they will raise $3 to $5 mil-
lion, We will be lucky if we raise $1
millien.""

The senator estimated thet he had
already spent $150,000 to circulate
the petitions that came up with the
names of 312,404 registered voters

necessary o qualify the initiative for-
the November batiot,

At ieast two malor political action
groups were aiready orgenized in the
gay community a8 of Thursday, and a

major fund raiser is planned for June,

7, the day after the primary and the
official start of the general eleclion
campaign, which probably won't get
into high gear uptil after Labor Day.

The two political action groups are
the Concerned Voters of Caiifornia,
which has aiready hired a San Fran-
ciseo-hased political consulting firm
neaded by Don Bradiey, and the No
on Briges Initiative Commitles, in
which Kight will play a key role.

Kight, who has been fighting for
homesexual rights since the 1850s,

even before the word "gay” hegan
being used for persons publicly iden-
tifying -with & homaosexual Hile-style,
said the initiative campaign would
force most Californians to think about
homosewual rights.

“People never reached by the
voites of gay liberation will be
reached,” he said,

Kight, like others, predicted that
ultimately the initiative would be de-
feated in the courts on constitutional
grounds, even if approved by volers,
because of what he deseribed as al-
leged “wholesale violations of the Bill

o Rights”
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341 47

n the tail of the tremendous same se marriage victory and with the 20 6

U.S. elections fast approaching, the ruling class forces of the rich and
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powerful are now forced to decide how to relate to
this historic moment in the LGBTQ struggle for

e uality.

Some candidates, mainly emocrats like illary
Clinton, who only a short time ago refused to
endorse marriage e uality at all, are already
rushing to pretend that they are lifelong allies of Coors Boycott contingent
the movement. thers, right wing bigots, will use

their reactionary and false version of history as an

attempt to incite more hatred and violence against LGBTQ people, and to

sow divisions among all workers on the issue of civil rights.

The spectacular ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court, however, did not come
about suddenly. ather, the ruling was the result of a dramatic sea change
in public opinion on the issue of marriage e uality, in response to decades

of struggle carried out over decades in cities large and small.
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The struggle against Coors Beer, embodied in the Coors Beer
Boycott that began in and continued through the eagan
years and beyond, is an important e ample of working class
unity that took up the banner of LGBTQ rights through an
unshakable alliance of gay activists and organizations, labor
unions, immigrant rights groups and other anti racist sectors,
setting the basis for the unity that these movements share

today.

eagan’s breaking of the ATC air traffic controllers union in
e emplified the first shot in a huge offensive against labor orris ight
and working people in general  in which the unions lost over 5

million members during those years.

The Coors Beer Boycott was a counter offensive of the people against
eagan’s anti labor offensive  one of the most wide spread and militant

labor struggles in decades. n , ferociously anti union Coors Beer moved
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to smash the union after a strike of nearly ,500 workers in
art of the anti union campaign was to fire without
cause workers suspected of being lesbian, gay, bise ual, trans,

or ueer from its Colorado based brewery.

At the same time, the Coors family

was the funding power behind anti

immigrant legislation in Colorado,

California and other states. A large

number of the union fighters at

Coors were immigrants from Seott Smith
e ico. oryears there was no

women'’s bathroom at the Coors

Brewery as management refused to

hire women. Workers who applied Coors Boycott poster

for positions at Coors underwent lie

detector tests in which they were
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asked their opinions about collective bargaining and if they were

homose ual.

n 5 Coors reluctantly agreed not to discriminate against Blacks, Latinos
and women after a settlement was reached under the federal E ual
Employment pportunity Commission EE C lawsuit against Coors. oseph
Coors, a founder of the right wing think tank, the eritage oundation,
became the corporate poster child for the eagan administration and the
target of an unprecedented united fightback movement a new movement
that concurrently emerged along with the A S movement and after the first
march for LGBTQ rights in Washington, .C.in . The alliance of these

forces at the time laid the basis for the current united movement of today.

Morris Kight and Scott Smith, two exemplary leaders

orris ightis recognized by many as one of the founding members of the

modern day LBGTQ movement. ight was a close collaborator with arry
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ay. Both men are credited with forming the attachine Society. Along with
the aughters of Bilitis, a lesbian rights organization, attachine was one of

the first gay rights organization in the U.S.

arry ay was a communist activist, labor organizer, anti war, anti racist
fighter, and advocate for Native ights. orris ight was a close collaborator
with several organizers who today are members of the arty for Socialism

and Liberation.

ight was never a narrow gay rights advocate. is work as early as the 0
included in many civil rights and labor actions. Along with forming the

attachine Society, he also organized the ow Action Committeein 6 ,
organizing protests against the ow Chemical company for producing Agent

range used against the people of ietnam in the U.S. war of aggression in

Southeast Asia.
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But perhaps, ight was best known in his role for linking the LGBTQ rights
movement at the time with the larger people’'s counter offensive against the
right wing, when he called a powerful demonstration at utfest, a gay and
lesbian film festival, in , after organizers for the LGBTQ social event
accepted funding from Coors Beer. e used the opportunity to educate the
LGBTQ community about the racist, anti labor and anti LGBTQ practices of
Coors Beer, forging a new alliance that succeeded in banning Coors Beer
forever from the event. Although other organizations later called an end to
the boycott of Coors Beer, the boycott continues until today, where it is

virtually impossible to find a gay bar selling Coors Beer.

As ight was pushing back the bigots in Southern California, activist Scott
Smith, born in lorida and raised in ississippi, took to the front lines of the

Coors Beer boycott in San rancisco.

Scott Smith's name may not be recognizable to many. e had a romantic

relationship with arvey ilk, the first openly gay elected official in the
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United States, who won a seat on the San rancisco City Council in

ilk was assassinated by the bigoted e cop an White the ne tyear.

Scott Smith, however, played an important role in ilk's own political
development and remained an ally and friend of ilk even after their
relationship ended. Smith brought the Coors Boycott to arvey ilk's
attention, who used his position as an openly gay elected official to push
forward the labor LGBTQ immigrant alliance that was forming in the Bay

Area at the time through the militancy of the Coors Boycott.

Gay activists at the time secured full agreement of gay establishments not to
sell Coors Beer, dramatically dumping Coors beers down the drain and into
the streets. These actions, orchestrated by Smith, spread to securing the

boycott in LGBTQ venues across the country.

Smith died in 5of A S related pneumonia at the age of 6.
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There were many others in the LGBTQ movement who played key roles,
such as oward Wallace, an openly gay Teamster who helped establish the
the labor LGBTQ alliance and of course, and the untold number of rank and
file community members who would not support any establishment that

served Coors Beer or any of their products.

Coors Beer did not just sit there in the face of this this new united
movement. Coors tried tooth and nail to split up this emerging powerful
alliance of Blacks, Latinos, immigrants, women and LGBTQ community

activists who stood together shoulder to shoulder no matter what.

n , Arthur sborn, res. of the assachusetts A L C , denounced
Coors at the University of assachusetts at Amherst, and the students

soon thereafter banned the beer from campus. The momentum of the labor
movement in general was a forward march to smash Coors and send a

signal to racists, bigots and anti labor companies. Even the non A L C
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National Education Association with nearly 2 million members was

pressured by its members to support the boycott of Coors.

Coors appealed to the African American community with promises of $650
million in community investments and jobs, but less than 5 percent of that
was accepted by members of the Black community, who, due to the struggle,

were aware of Coors’ virulent racism.

As the boycott grew and more and more joined the campaign and picked up
the banner, the movement in different parts of the U.S. learned from each
other and saw, in a mass way, that unity, unshakable unity, is key in winning
victories. Campaigns such as the Coors Beers Boycott nurtured allies for the
LGBTQ movement that propelled it forward to where it has won tremendous
concessions today. We can continue to win even more, and push forward,
recognizing how the movement has been built thus far through unity and

militant struggle.
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L.A. Homosexuals Create Own Brand of Political Activism
Gays, Lesbians Succeed in Building Unusual Network of Election Clout

By AUSTIN SCOTT, Times Staff Writer

In the very short history of Ameriea’s gay and lesbian
politics, there has never been a political force quite like
the onie intent on flexing its muscles in the upcoming
Los Aneeles city elections.

There have heen ather success stories. San Franciseo
has had two gpenly gay supervisors. [ts mayor, as well
as the mayor of Washington, D.C., might not have been
elected without well-organized homosexual supporl.
Elaine Noble, 4 Boston lesbian, spent four years in the
Massachusetts Legislatore, thanks to her communily's
strong support.

But in Los Angeles, politically active gays and lesbi-
ans, supported by their heterosexual friends, have suc-
ceeded 1n building a network of politica) clout that is
based on converting money and influence into political
power, rather than electing gays to political office.

“No serious politician in his right mind is going to ig-
nore the gay vote in this town—the gay vote and gay
money,” said Larry Kaplan, whe iz helping direct the
campaign for Michael Weo, a City Council candidate in
the 13th District, which has a large gay population,

Succens In LA,

Not even in San Francisco or New York city have
power building attempts succeeded as they have in Los
Angeles. Exampies of how the clout is affecting the
April 14 primary election inglude:

—-FEarly in February, more than 35 of 51 invited can-
didates for city and county offices paraded before three
interview comunittees of the predominantly homosexual
Stonewall Democratic Club, seeking its endorsement,
which can help bring in campaign contributions, pre-
cinct workers, more endorsements, and votes.

The candidates were a diverse group, inciuding Be-
publicans like School Beard President Roberta Wein-
traub, and former Mayor Sam Yoriy, whe wants his old
job back. City Attorney candidates Ira Reiner and Bob
Fonka, Mayor Tom Bradley and Councilwoman Peggy
Stevenson were among others who scught support.

But although he appeared before the gay group, Yor-

ty declined to ride in the annual Gay Pride parade,

“They didn't tell me they were queers,” he Jater told a
reporter. ., . [ said no because 1 felt I might be taken
as a queer myself."”

—The Municipal Elections Committee of Los Angeles
{MECLA), a gay and lesbian political action commitiee
thal has no parallel in the country, expects to raise
$100,000 at its annual fund-raising dinner-dance next
Friday.

Much of the meney will be contributed to local, state
and even national officeheolders who are willing to sup-
port gay and lesbian concerns. Candidates from Bradley
on down seek contributions from MECLA in the same
way they seek endorsements from the Stonewall elub.

port last month from Stonewall, which instead endorsed
Stanbery.

The predominantiy gay Log Cabin Republican Club
has four to five dozen members and makes endorse-
ments. But its recommendations are less influential than
others because not many Republicans are deeply in
volved in the politics of the strangly Demacratic city.

And, the GOP does not seem to offer gays the same
warm welcome as do the Democrats. “There is resis-
tanee within the Republican party,” said Cpuc}c LaMoy,
president of Log Cabin. “1t's a matter of being informed,
that's all.”

It is not necessarily easy for gay and lesbian activists
to agree on an endorsement. It ap emotional meeling

The most heavily homosexual precincts were more heavily registered to vote
than the citywide average and turned out a higher percentage of voters.

—Both groups are active in all areas of the city and
county, even in the very wraditional, heavily Cathalic,
heavily blue collar 15th City Council District, where a
few Yugoslavian and Italian families dominate the local
political scene. The district, scene of a lively City Coun-
il campatgn, stretches from Watts to San Pedro, and
includes few politically active homosexuals,

Four years ago, MECLA pumped $5000 into Jim
Stanbery's campatgn to unseat Councilman John Gibson
Jr., who had represented the 15th District for most of a
generation, Their contribution helped Stanbery foree
Gibson into a runoff, which Gibson won.

Partly with an eye on the impact MECLA made, two
of the leading candidates to replace the now retiring
Gibson, Joan Flores and John Greenwood, sought sup-
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Lesbian activist lvy Bottini. with Rick Saslaw: '] don’t think he'd know if he saw me on the strget.”

last month, members of Stonewall gathered in an old
Hollywood home just off Sunset Boulevard to debate for
tialf an hour over whom they should suppert in the 13th
Couneil District.

The district stretches in a broad band across some of
the most heavily homosexual areas of Hollywood, Sil-
verlake, Eche Park and Highland Park. Councilwoman
Stevenson, who represents the area, is counted as one of
their longest and most steadfast supporters.

“How cap we slap a good friend like Peggy Stevenson
in the face?” asked one of her supporters. "How can we
slap gne of our own in the face?" retorted a supporter of
Don Amador, who is challenging Stevenson and is the
first openly gay candidate in years to ryn for the coun-
cil.

Support for Woo

QOthers were strengly in support of Michael Woo, who
has no elective office recerd, but was saying things that
pleased thern.

In the end, each of the three had so many [riends and
50 many enemies within the club that they could nol
agree on one, and voted to add all three names to their
slate as acceptable.

After the meeting, supporters of Woo were jubilant.
Having his pame on the slate, they said, would go a long
way toward building a powerful campaign.

One reason s the voling sirength of the gay commu-
nity. There are no accurate figures on how many Los
Angeles voters are gay or leshian, but the best available
educated goesses add up to a lot.

Woo aide Kaplan, estimates that 10% of the volers in
the 13th Council District are homosexual. David Mimer,
a parlner in the political consulting firm of Mixner/Scott
ine., estimates a 15% gay and lesbian population in Los
Angelez. That figure comes, he says, from laking the
national estimate of 8% to 10%, and weighting it for
heavier concentrations in major urban areas. Compara-
ble estimates for San Francisco range from 15% to 259%.

The most heavily homesexual precinets, which are in
Silverlake, West Hollywood and Hollywood, were more
heavily register¢d to vote than the citywide average in
iast November's election, and turned ¢ut a higher than
average percentage of their voters, Mixner satd.

Not as Viathle

The Lo§ Angeles network i5 nol as visible, or as
talked about, as its sometimes flamboyant counterpart
in San Francisco. But it is no less courted by public offi-
ciais, and ILjs fueled with quite a bit more money.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Las Angelez Times
Stephen Schulte, one of the leaders of Los An-
geles’ traditicnally diverse gay community.

MECLA is the homesexnzal community's chief fund-
raising organization, and the biggest single force that
makes Los Angeles homosexual politics different than
that in other cities. There i5 no equally effective coun-
terpart anywhere, political strategisis say. MECLA's
Just-announeed goals for the 18805 include raising 81
million “for candidate support.”

Twa years ago, spensors of MECLA's $150-a-piate
annual fund-raising dinner included Gov. Edmund G.
Brown Jr., U.S, Sen. Alan Cranston {D-Calif, ), Bradley,
now Demsccratic National Chairman Charles T. Manatt,
nine congressmern, 20 state legistators and nine of the 15
Los Angeles City Council members.

In thelast four years, MECL A gave $35,250 to races in
the city alone, and $110,500 overall, ineluding congres-
sional, legislative, judicial and Los Angeles County
races. The figures do not include spending for last
MNovemnber's election. The budget for the current ity
election has nat yet been set.

The size of the MECLA war chest does not egual that
of other influential city political groups, such as the Po-
lice Protective League or the Los Angeles County Fed-
eration of Labor's Committee on Political Education.

The Police Protective League spent $318,000 in its
unsuccessful attempt to defeat a batlot measure limiting
police and firefighter pensions in the November, 1980,
elaction.

But MECLA is influential because it targets the mon-
ey it has op specific politiclans, giving its favorites a
substantial boost, when they need it

In the pressure-filled peiitical world of shrinking dol-
lars and special interest grovps, that kind of clout does
not just happen. Only in the last five years has there
been the combination of intense work and easing public
apinion necessary to build this network,

A major step in the efforl came in 1978, That year, lo-
cal gays were a major part of the surprisingly successful
campaign which defeated Proposition 8, the initiative

Please see GAYS, Page d
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wrilten by state Sen. John ¥, Briggs (R-Fullerton}. I
would have required the firing of homosexual teachers
and any other teacher who advocated homosexuality as
alifeslyle,

‘Voling Their SzIf-Interest'

Morris Kight, seen by many as a kind of political god-
father 1o Lthe Los Angeles gay activist community, said,
“Never again wil] Californians respond to us as they did
before the Briggs campaign. The state's voters heard
from us some extraordinary limited argumentation on
why they should vote no. . . an appeal to their self-in-
teresl. And in vating Lheir self-interest, they also voted
(our} interesls . . . We now have a vast reservior of
gom'il will, or at least liguidated prejudice, to rely on

Another feetor in growing gay political power, many
53y, is a "coming oul” of people who already were in-
fluential before they revealed their sexual preferences.
Among them were atlorneys Sheldon Andelson and
Richard Kaplan. This has made large numbers of local
polilictans receptive (o gay and lesbian issues.

“Five years ago if you wallted in and said you were
gay, you might be let inte twa or three Cily Couneil of -
fices,” said Jeanne Cordova, elected in February as the
first leshian president of Stonewall. Council members
Jdoel Wachs and Stevenson were Lhe earliest supporters,
aciivists say.

NOW NG one araps the phone when you say I'm from
the gay Lhis or that, and almost all are favorable. We're
treated just tike any other constitueney thalt wanis
something,” Cordova added,

“When I first came on the City Council, it was un-
heard of Lhal you weuld support gay causes,” said Coun-
cil President John Ferraro. considered 1o be ane of the
more receptive politiciang, I think Lhe gay groups
found a way to get their message heard, and theyre
very effective at it.”

There are many examples of how gavs have been ac-
cepled by mainatream polilicians,

Last June, Los Angeles County Supervisor Bd Ede]-
man was grand marshal of the second annual Gay Pride
and Festival Parade in West Hollywood, which is in his
district.

In Ocieber, 1975, al a Beverly Wilshire fund-raiser
that generated $120,000 for the Gay and Lesbian Com-
munity Services Center in Hollywood, then-President
Jimmy Carter's mother was the featured guest.

Cily Attorney Burt Pines, District Atterney John Van
de Kamp and then- Assembly Speaker Leo McCarthy
were ineluded in the list of political stars, as was Gov.
Brown.

Couneilman Art Snyder, whose East Side districl is
heavily Catholie and Latino, bought a $100 half-page
advertisement in a testimonial booklet for a political
star-sludded testimonial dinner in January for Ivy Bot-
tini. a lonetime lesbian activist.

“I den't think he'd know me if he saw me on the
sireet,” Boktini later commented.

Other politicians who bought advertising space in-
cluded City Controiler Reiner, Rep. Henry Wagman
{D-Los Angeles), six state assemblyn.en, stale Sen,
Alan Sieroty (D-Los Angeles) and four other council
memirers.

Cuisiders agree that there is evidence of gay political
strength.

John Mack, president of the Leos Angeles Urban
League and ene of the city's more politicaily infiuential
blacks, said he thinks Los Angeles” homosexanl commu-
nily has developed considerable politicai cloul.

However, he added that blacks, who have been seek-
ing political power for a great dea) longer, prebably
have more influence with "certain elements of the busi-
ness community,” and “the West Side liberal Jewish
community.”

William Hobertson, executive secretary-treasurer of

the Los Angeles County Federation of Laber, logal
AFL-CI0, said he did not want to compare the infivence
of the gay movement with labor.

“We've been in operation a long, long time,” he said.
“Perhaps we've developed 2 grealer degree of sophisti-
cation Jver Lhe ycars in our approach . . . I think they
are being quite effective for an organization that has
only been in gperaticn for a short while, If they don't
have inner power struggles and remain united, they can
increase thal effectiveness. . "

The growth of political power is taking place in a tra-
ditionally diverse gay community—a community that
has always had trouble unifying in pursuit of a goal. But
polities, gay activists say, has helped provide unity that
is overcoming differences in gay life styles.

The local gay political constituency consists of flam-
bovantiy sexual gays who strut in costumes of leather or
nearly identical jeans, T-shirts and hair styles along
Santa Monica Boulevard in West Hollywood.

They are quite unlike the conservative “"married” gay
and lesbian couples who have been coming home (o
each other for 10, 20 and even maore years, who have as
settled a domestic life as any "straighl” couple, and who
would never be flamboyant.

There are “street kids” to whom an aggressively gay
or leshian demeanor is 2s important & personal state-
ment as painted faces, tallered clothes and easy sex and
drugs were 10 the “flower childeen'” of the late 1960s,

They are worlds away from the very successful
professional men and women who live in Beverly Hills,
Bel-Air and other affluent parts of town, act conserva-
tively and pride themselves an the same kind of compe-
tence in what they do as suceessful straight profession-
als,

Arnador, the openly gay council candidate, said at 2
recent fund-raising dinner that there are too many dif-
fering values for any one gay candidate to get all—or
maybe even mosl—of the gay vote.

Despite the diversity, there is one place thal Los An-
geles gays and lesbians come together, That is the Gay
and Leshian Communily Services Center, the main
paint of contact between the political, professional elite
and “street people.” IL is an impertant part of the net-
work that is producing gay political power,

There iz & political test of sorts going on around the
center right now, because it is in the middle of a major
funding crisis. Forty of ils 84 paid staif pesitions are
funded by the Comprehensive Employment and Train-
ing Act, and it expects lo lose $500,000 in CETA funds
starting April 1 because of President Reagan’s hudgel
cutbacks.

“We're going to have a very differen kind of center,”
sald director Stephen Schuite, a former aide to Council-
woman Stevenson. “Over the past two or three years
we've been seeing 6,500 people a month,

"We had 10 programs . . . erisis counseling, day labor
employment, ineest survival counseling, information
referral, housing referrais that placed 400 people a
mornth.”

The center will serve anyone who walks in the door,
and abiout 14% of its clients are not hemosexual. Schulte
said.

The new Harvey Milk Democratic Club in Los An-
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‘We're treated
Just like any other
constituency that
wants something.’

— Jeanne Cordova

geles i3 another group that hapes to become influential,
Genevieve Vigil and Conrado Tetrazas, both of whom
have worked for Tem Hayden's Campaign for Economic
Democracy, ave starting the club,

They said the club is in Lhe beginning stages of hold-
ing more than 50 house meelings in neighborhoods
around the city to find cul what issues are on people's
minds. And they said Lhey want 1o atlract blacks, Lati-
nos and Asians.

It seerns to ba an atlemp! to borrow some of the politi-
¢al style of Ban Francisco's gay -lesbian community.

3an Francises, usually ciled as the best example of a
city where homosexuals have political power, hazs a
rough and tumble, issue-oriented politics based on
small, well -organized neighbarhoods,

“Gay people have learned to lead from strength
here,” said Harry Britt, a gay former methodist minisier
appointed by San Francisco Mavor Dianne Feinstein to
suceeed the Jate Supervisor Milk. “In a Jot of communi-
ties, gay strength meant keeping the police from closing
down the bars, and that's what it used to mean here.”

Waow, Britt said, gay strength in San Francisco means
creating alliances between different nejghberhoods and
araund particular issues--jobs, mental health, the care
of senior citizens, housing for the poor. environmenial
issies.

[n Los Angeles, some gay and lesbian groups are also
issue-oriented and do nol get directly involved in poliL-
ies. But they are an inlegral part of the homesexual pa-
litieal constituency, they talk abowt political issues and
add legilimacy to the whole movement.

They incltide gay professional and business organiza-
Lions, gay chapters in unions and edvcational groups
like the Seuthern California Women for Understanding.
Founded in 1976, SCWU has doubled its membership Lo
about 750 in the last year and a half.

"Certainly it's the political atmosphere in this country
that encouraged the founding of the organization,” said
SCWU board member Susan Kuhner.

“it's for women who are in 2 sort of precarious posi-
tion in terms of coming oul, to meet other jeshians, 1o
understand our own feelings of being in the world as
lesbizns, . . to kitow that we are nol alone.”

SCWU members are “prestigious in the community,”
Kuhner said. “We have a wide sphere of influence wilh
politicians and other prominent people . . . We are fair-
Iy non-threatening . . . since we don't have a radical
aura and we can speak the language. and appear in a
manner that people of influence are comforiable with,
We know what we're talking aboul, and we make a lot
of sense. . "
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Michaal Hedderman, R.N., from USC County Medical Center and Manager of
the QOutpatient AIDS Clinic, believes:

The health care system is coping with the present patient load,
but the numbers will rise dramatically over the next few
years..we will not be able to meet the needs of this enlarged
patient population without a well-developed, carefully planned
response on the part of the entire community.

(Michael Hedderman)

This assertion that the health care system is coping at present was
disputed by Ron Rose, who described conditions at the County Med Center
as being terrible. Morris Kight also described conditions at the County as
deplorable, and in testimony in front of the Board of Supervisors saveral
weeks following these hearings talked about the case of a gay man with
pneumocystis pneumonia who had to wait in a holding ward for three days
with other patients. This situation was only changed when the LAAHC
politically intervenad with the Supervisors. Witnesses from the LAAHC

also disputed the claim of Hedderman that the County was coping with the
present patient load. Hedderman offered:

Significant gaps in service exist. We have been unable to place
even one patient in a skilled nursing facility. Hospice care is
very limited. Reimbursement for attendant or homemaking
service is difficult to obtain. Emergency and residential
shelters are just getting off the ground. I is difficult for
HIV-infected patients to access dental treatment.

(Michael Hedderman)

Hedderman, who is a hard-working AIDS care provider dealing with an
exponentially increasing patient load combined with a lack of funding, had
this to say in summary:

In summary, one can react to the information | have presented in
two ways. The first is to accept the inevitability that this
epidemic will overwhelm the health care and social service
systems. The other is to see the epidemic as presenting
challenges that can be met...Legislation is needed to provide
incentives for outpatient visits, home care and hospice...It is my
belief that if we do not act soon, we will be overwhelmed.
{(Michael Hedderman)




7 —
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The per day losses of SI80 for Medi-Cal cases and as much as $827 for
Self-pay patients, show that home and residential hospice care, at the
rate of either $115 or $150 could be paid for today out of the deficit in
Medi-Cal funding. This would still result in a saving for the County

even if they received no state funding for these programs.

Howaver, the San Francisco program is receiving 15% of its funding
from Medi-Cal. They will receive considerably more ance the new
Medi-Cal hospice benefit and the home and community based Medicare
waiver take affect.

It is difficult to justify waiting for new government entitfement

programs to be instituted, given the desperate need that now exists for
this type of care. The County can advance an innovative and rational
new system of care without putting itself in any financial jeopardy,

County/USC is running at 95% of capacity (which means that on any
given day they are above 100% of capacity). We must recognize that the
savings from early discharges are not the only savings to the County.

In light of an exponentially exploding epidemic, which will fill one-half

of the general medical beds at County/USC within 5 years, we cannot
depend so heavily on hospitalization. If we continue to do so, the
incremental costs will increase substantially. Expensive new hospital
facilities fo cope with the AIDS patient load, with the capital costs
involved, would increase the incremental costs substantially.

The following case illustrates the overcrowding at County/USC.

Spacific Patient Incid

The patient referrad o by Mr. Momis Kight in his March 3, 1287
fesfimony o the Board is a patient currently followed by our
AIDS Ouipatient Program. On the afternoon of February I7,
1287, the patient was referred 1o Admitting Area 1200 at
Ganoral Hospital for evaluation. This admitiing area is stafied
o evaluate 48 patienis and is designed to conduct thorough
evaluations prior to patients being transferred 1o an inpatient
madical ward. On Fabruary |7, 1987, there were approximataky
&0 patients in Admitling Area 1200 that were baing evaluated
for admission. Af the same time, the inpatient census for
medical service in General Hospital was 432 which is 27
patients in excess of what the hospital is budgeted and staffed
for. As aresult, the patients in Admitting Araa 200 werea

held and cared for in that area until such time as more suitabde
beds became avallable. In this particular case, the patient was
ultimately transfarred o an inpatient ward the moming of
February 19, 1987,
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AIDS Laundry Planned

® Health: Organizers say volunteers will pick up, wash and
return clothes for free for people with the disease,

By LORI GRANGE
TIMIES STAFF WRITER

IDS activists from Northeast Los
AAngeles and Hollywoad plan to

establish a free laundry service
for people with the disease.

Aunt Bee's, expeceted to be in aperation
by Januvary, would be anly the second
program of its kind in the country,
organizers ¢laim. The proposed operation
is modeled after Auntie Helen's Fluff n
Fold, a nonprofil service in San Diego
believed to be Lhe only self-sufficient
laundry service for people with AlDS or
AIDS-related complex.

Aunt Bee's most likely will operate
from a rented building in Silver Lake or

Hallywood, organizers said. Volunteers
each week will pick up the laundry of
about 500 men, women and ehildren with
AIDS, wash it at the building and return
it far free, said Miki Jacksaon, a free-Jance
graphic artist and community activist
who will sgrve as executive director,

A thrift store at the front of the
building, small fund-raisers and private
donations will pay for the service, Jack-
son sald.

“Az long a8 someone is heallhy and
well and able, they should do thelr own
laundry and be responsihle for their life,”
she said. “Bul when they are too chal-
lenged and Loo i1, we wanl to be there to
da it For them.”

At least 3,450 people in Los Angeles

Plense see LAUNDRY, J6

FUCARDD CoARATANIIA 7 Loz Angeles Yimes
Activist Miki Jackson will serve as executive director of the laundry service.
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LAUNDRY:
Free Service for
-AIDS Victims

Condinued fxom Jt

Counly have AIDS, according (o
the U135, Conlers for Discase Con-
trol. Many have wmore  laundry
needs because of night sweals,
diarrhea and other probiems asso-
cigted with the discase, satd De
Martin Finn, AIDS preogram medi-
eal director for the county's De-
partment of Heaith Sorvices,

And although people with AIDS
are cncouraged to vy to live a
nermal life at home, they may lose
the crecgy or abilily to do their
laungtey, Pirn said,

“When you gel down toil, it's
prefty hard to live when you don't
have your laundry cared for,” Finn
said. “The illness, and il8 various
vamifications, resuits inthe useof a’
Lremendous amount of laundey, so 1
don'L Lhink one can underestimate
how imporlant it is Lo meel Lhis
need.™

Jackson and several others—in-
cluding Morris Kight, a promi-
nent gay activist who founded Lho
Cay and Lesbian Services Center
in Uollywood —slarted planning
the scrviee in September aftor
lowr mg Auntie Helen's in San Die-

EO.

That facitity was foundcd in 1888
by Gary Cheatham, who quil his
job as o computer analyst when he
wested posilive for the HIV virus,
Lhe precursor to AIDS,

Auntie Helen's operates out of &
renled building and washes 1,400
loads cach monlk for about 200
preople, Cheatham said. A thrift
sloie in franl pays for about 75% of
the operation’s $12,500 monthly
cxpenses, with biweokly yard sales
and private donalions making up
ihevest.

The eperation's three lrucks
cight washing machines and cight
dryers were  donaled, Cheatham
said. Aboul 7Q volunleers do Lhe
washing and delivery.

‘Plrase see LAUNDRY, J7
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LAUNDRY: |
Free Servi(;e

Continued from J6

Although some AIUS service
groups have. “buddy systems” in
which 2 voluntesr may wash
clothing for an individoal with
AIDS, Auntie'Helen's is believed to
be the only self-supporling, cily-
wide program in the coundiry spe-
cificaily dedicated to washing
taundry, Cheatham said.

The service also loans medical
cquipment, such as wheelchairs,
and gives its clients clothing, linens
and household goods, he said.

e proposed Los Angeles ser-

viee will operale in nearly the
same way—il will wash laundry -
and eventualiy will provide medi-
cal eguipment and elathing—but iL
will require twice Lhe number of
washers and dryers bo serve Lwice
the number of paopie, Jackson said.

Aurt Bee's inittaity will serve
atpul 500 people under Lhe corpo-
rate umbrella of the LS. Missions,
2 nonprofit sheiter in Hollywaod
that feeds senior citizens and the
homeless. Eventuaily, i will be-
come an independen!, nonprofit
arganization serving up to 1000
geeple, Kight said.

U.5. Missions alveady has donat-
ed pffice equipment and two busi-
nessmen donaled $1000. But or-
ganizers stili are soliciting
donations of washing machines,
dryers and cars.

The organizers want to have Lhe
service running by Januvary. They
have decided to send oul an Aunt
Bee's Christimas card to solicit
donations and support, Kight said,

San Diegoe's faeilily is widely
constdered a success, he said. A Los
Angeles service probably will be
mare difficuit o eslablish, Chea-
tham and Jackson  agreed. San
Dicgo has at least 900 residents
with AIDS. compared wilh Los
Angeles’ 3,450, federal stalistics
show.

Also, mosL San Diego users of the
service live in the area of the UC
San Diege Medical Center, which
has an AIDS ciinic, but Los Angel-
o5 restdents are spread Lhroughout
lhe counly—making pickup and
delivery of clothing potentially
more difficuit, Jarkson said.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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pg. A1l

Officials Name Intersection
After Gay Rights Activist

A tintfe piece of Hollvwood was
named today in honor of Morris
Kight. the lute gav-rights pioneer
and longlime Los Angeles County
Human Relations commssioner,

“ForMoris Kight, the fight for
justice run broud und deep,” Ciy
Councilman Eric Garcetli said after
pulling a drupe off 3 sign designar-
ing Maomis Kipht Square 2t Holiy-
woad Boulevard und McCadden
Place, neur the Holivwood & High-
land enwertainment complex.

“Though he is known us a3 leader
among gays and lesbians. he wanted
a better world Tor every one of us,
I's my hope that the naming of
Morris Kight Square today will in.
spire the activists of tamorrow,”
Gareetti said,

Kight is credited with organiz-
ing the first-cver closed-street gay
pride parade, held in West Holly.
waod in 1970,

Aflter 2 long period ol declining
health from u number of ailments,
i died in his sleep in Los Angeles
Jun. 19 at ape 83,

Thase who spoke at his funeral
included Gov. Gray Davis. Scns.
Gil Cedillo. D-Los Angeles. and
Sheila Kuehl, D-Santa Monico, as
well a8 Assembly members Paol
Rorelz, D-West Hollvwood and
Jackie Goldberz. D-Los Angeles.

Kight was born in Comunche
County. Texas, tn 1919, and gradu-

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.

ated from Tesas Christian Univer.
sity,

During the Vietnam War, Kight
worked with the Dow Action Com-
millee, protesting weapons manu-
facturing. He helped lasnch the Gay
Liberstion Front in 1969, and 1wo
years later co-founded the Los An-
geles Gay & Lesbian Community
Services Center,

Healsacreated The Morris Kight
Collection, which archives (hou-
sands of amifacis chronicling the
umergence of pay, leshian, bisexual
and transgender civil rights, as well
asformed the Stopewall Democratic
Club,

“Marris Kight is owed so much
¢redit for leading the way for gays
and lesbians 1o be proud of who
they are and whai they stand for,™
szid Councilman Tam LaBonge,
wha also attended the ceremony,
“Although he rose from humble
beginnings in rural Texas, he will
always be remembered as o great
Angelens and an cxceptional hu-
mzn being.”

Kight, who often ¢ited Eleanor
Roosevelt as an influence on his
values and his activise, retired tast
vear after 20 years on the Los An-
aeles Couny Human Rights Com-
mission. He spent his last days au
Carl Bean House as 2 guest of the
AIDS Healthcare Foundation, ane
of the agencics he supported,

Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Intensive Historic Resource Survey
Hollywood Redevlopment Project Area
Survey Status Codes

113
A B C D E F G H | J K L M
Street Alternate Current 2003 1997 1986 Status
1 Resource Name number Fraction Street Name Unit # Address APN Survey Survey Survey Survey Code HRI Status Code
2130 1410 MCCADDEN PL 5547021011 3CD 671 5D 5D
2131 1428 MCCADDEN PL 5547022007 3CD 671 5D 5D
2132 1434 MCCADDEN PL 5547022025
2133 1442 MCCADDEN PL 5547022023
2134 1519 MCCADDEN PL 5547020020 3CS
2135 1527 MCCADDEN PL 5547020021 6Z
2136 1533 MCCADDEN PL 5547020022
2137 1534 MCCADDEN PL 5547020031 7R
2138]SIVANANDA YOGA COMMUNITY 1540 MCCADDEN PL 5547020030 6Z 5S
2139 1542 MCCADDEN PL 5547020029 3CS
2140 1547 MCCADDEN PL 5547020025 3CS
2141 1600 MCCADDEN PL 5547014039
2142 1606 MCCADDEN PL 5547014038
2143 1607 MCCADDEN PL 5547013003
2144 1612 MCCADDEN PL 5547014037
2145 1616 MCCADDEN PL 5547014036
2146 1621 MCCADDEN PL 5547013006 62
2147 1622 MCCADDEN PL 5547014035
2148 1655 MCCADDEN PL 5547012014 62

Chattel Architecture, Planning Preservation, Inc.



State of California - The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #

PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial

NRHP Status Code 3CD

Other Listings

Review Code Reviewer Date
Page 1 of 1 *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder) 1428 N MCCADDEN PL
P1. Other Identifier:
*P2. Location: ___ Not for Publication X Unrestricted *a.County _Los Angeles County
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)

*b. USGS 7.5' Quad: _ Hollywood Date: 1996
c. Address: 1428 N MCCADDEN PL City: LOS ANGELES Zip: 90028
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone: mE/ mN

e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) Elevation:
APN:5547022007
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HPO03
*P4. Resources Present: x Building  Structure Object Site District  x Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.)
P5a. Photo or Drawing (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) P5b. Description of photo:
(View, data, accession #)
12/16/08

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources: X Historic

___ Prenhistoric ___Both
1910
Assessor

*P7. Owner and Address:
KAHANA, TAL TR

6000 TEMPLE HILL DR
LOS ANGELES, CA 90068

*P8. Recorded by:
Jenna Snow
Chattel Architecture, Planning & Preservatic
13417 Ventura Boulevard
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423-3938

*P9. Date Recorded: 12/16/2008
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources or enter "none.")

Chattel Architecture, Planning & Preservation, Inc. Historic Resources Survey of the Hollywood Redevelopment Area. Prepared for the Community
Redevelopment Agency of the City of Los Angeles in collaboration with PCR Services Corporation and LSA Associates, Inc., March 20009.

*Attachments: X None _Location Map _Sketch Map _Continuation Sheet _Building, Structure, and Object Record
__Archeological Record ~ District Record _ Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record

___Rock ArtRecord  Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (List):
DPR 523A (1/95) *Required Information
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Historic Resources Survey, Hollywood Redevelopment Project Area
Historic Districts, Planning Districts, and Multi-Property Resources — 01/28/20

Name: McCadden-DelLongpre-Leland Residential Historic District

Description:

The McCadden-De Longpre-Leland Residential Historic District is a concentration of pre-World War Il residences in central
Hollywood. The district is flat and moderate in size. It encompasses an L-shaped area that includes parcels on the 1300 block
of McCadden Place, the 6600-6700 blocks of DeLongpre Avenue, the 6700 block of Leland Way, and the 1400 block of Las
Palmas Avenue.

The district is primarily composed of detached, single-family houses that were built between the very early 20th century and
the 1920s. These houses are sited on deep, narrow lots, are one or two stories in height, and are designed in the Craftsman
style, though some of the earlier houses exhibit characteristics of Late Victorian era styles. Common architectural features
include low-pitched roofs with wide eaves and exposed rafters, broad porches, wood clapboard siding, and multi-light wood
windows. Most houses feature a detached garage or ancillary building at the rear of the lot. Common alterations include the
replacement of original doors and windows, some limited replacement of original wall cladding, and the addition of security
bars and perimeter fences. Rear additions have also been made to several houses.

Interspersed between these houses are a few low density, early 20th century multi-family dwellings that generally
complement the neighborhood’s prevailing scale and character, as well as a few examples of larger-scale multi-family
properties — mostly apartment houses — that post-date World War Il and do not contribute to the district.

Streets in the district are narrow and adhere to the rectilinear grid along which most of Hollywood is oriented. Streetscape
features are limited to concrete sidewalks and narrow parkways; the parkways are planted with a somewhat sporadic
assortment of trees and shrubs. Many of the properties — and especially those along McCadden Place — are partially
obscured from public view by a tall hedge or perimeter fence.

Significance:

The McCadden-De Longpre-Leland Residential Historic District is significant for conveying patterns of streetcar
suburbanization in Hollywood. Its scale and character are indicative of the type of residential development that developed
alongside Los Angeles’s expansive network of streetcar lines in the early 20th century. The period of significance has been
identified as 1906-1923, which accounts for the district’s primary period of development. Within the district are 57
properties, of which 45 (79%) contribute to its significance. Due to alterations to some individual buildings and some infill
development, the district may not retain sufficient integrity for listing in the National Register.

The district comprises portions of three contiguous residential tracts that were subdivided in the early 20th century: Boyle
Place (1904), Strong and Dickinson’s Hollywood High School Tract (1905), and Tract 1060 (1910). These tracts were
strategically located near a number of major streetcar routes, which provided residents with convenient access to central
Hollywood and the downtown central business district. Their subdivision is associated with patterns of suburbanization that
played a heavy hand in shaping the built environment of Hollywood during the early 20th century.

Lots within these tracts were sold and developed individually. To ensure that the neighborhood retained a sense of cohesion
as it developed, restrictions accompanied the sale of each lot, requiring that houses abide by common setback requirements
and minimum construction costs. Development within all three tracts occurred contemporaneously. Almost all of the lots
were developed in the 1910s with modest Craftsman style bungalows; however, a few featured small-scale multi-family
buildings that were compatible with the adjacent stock of single-family houses. The neighborhood was built out by the mid-
1920s, though a few properties were redeveloped in the post-World War Il era.

Page 49 of 120



Historic Resources Survey, Hollywood Redevelopment Project Area
Historic Districts, Planning Districts, and Multi-Property Resources —01/28/20
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Historic District
Context 1:
Context: Residential Development and Suburbanization, 1850-1980
Sub context: No Sub-context
Theme: Streetcar Suburbanization, 1888-1933
Sub theme: Suburban Planning and Development, 1888-1933
Property type: Streetcar Suburb
Property sub type: Neighborhood
Criteria: A/1/1
Status code: 3CS;5S83
Reason: Significant example of an early 20th century residential neighborhood that was developed in
proximity to a streetcar line. Due to alterations to some individual buildings and some infill
development, may not retain sufficient integrity for listing in the National Register.
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' APPLICATION TO cONSTRUGT NEW BUII.DING
AND FOR CERTIFICATE OF OGCUPANCY
r_“_ﬁlﬂ’ OF LOS ANGELES

e
[ ——

Fobm B-1

DERT, OF BUILDING AND SAFET?

1: Applicant to Cbmpm. Numbered (tems Osnly,

tNSTBUOTlt?NS: 2. Plot Plak Ruquired ow Back of Original, _
e !.aag. .IEEE. TRAGT DiSTy MAP
e % - zonﬁk.ﬁn?__
__1428~30 N, No Cadden P , . = .
2. BEWEEN CROSS SLREETS T , ' FIRE DIST,
¥, mgvo' SE OF BUILDING TNsioE X
torage drey
&, GWNER FRONE CoR, LOT
Cal & Buth Port;g _HO 776186, REV. COR.
5. OWNER'S ADDRESS ZORE T W4T SIZE
Above 50 x 143
€. VERT. ARCH, STATE LICENSE ~ PHONE '
7. LIC, ENCR, SYATE LICENSE  FHONE TRERR ALLEY
__ SIDE ALLEY
#, CONTRAGTOR STATE LICENSE  .PHONE "BLOG: LINE
Osner # o
9. CONTRAGTOR'S ADDRESS 0. ZORE T AFFIDAVITS

F KEW BLDG. STORIES  HEIGHP %0. OF EXISTING BUILDINGS OR LOT AND USE

10. 5

X 10 1 10t 2= Dwellings
o S : ‘IDISTRICT OFFIGE ~

1 1428-30 N, Mo Cadden PI.

T

L
S?MNKLE&%
| REQY

il MATERAL WooD METAL 17 CONG, BLOGK [ROOF WooD ] STEEL % NG
EXT. WALLS: Fystuccy % BRICK 8 CONCRETE 00" § CONC. ] OVHER FeY spacmso
T2 R 1 AL Y " Bk il SR
AND_USE PROPOSED BUILDING. $ 1,000, 00 , )
VALNATION, APFROVED
' it
O NEE GHEGKED A
_ oshl e
1 certify that in doing the Mork authdfized hereby | will not | R
employ any person iptolation of $He Labor Code of the State T . ROOMS
fornia rel 1o, 's compensation/insysence.
S avme Qb . C« " 'CORRECTIONS v@ﬁn ./ FILE WITH
' ' CONT. 146P,
‘STENED -
This Form When Properly Validated i a Permit to Do INSPECTOR N
the Work Described.
S¢P&Co Q-SQ ; GIO
i

- CASHIER'S USE ONLY
FEB-1699 09908
FEB-1699 09909

VALIDATION

ff\24518

———
i

B~ 2CK
B — 1CK

2.00
6.00
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APPLICATION TO. ALTER . REPAIR - DEMOLISH:
AND FOR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY

CIYY OF LOS ANGELES DEPT. 6F FUILDING AND

Form B-2
p—y

INSTRUCTIONS: ' Aglicm te Complate Numbared Hams Oaly

Plan ‘Requirad on Wack of Originael,

T ———
CENSES TRALT

BLK,

351 place

g

& same

Wie

{Zrwo
- THB8 K. Mecadden Pi.

F17 [

&, BETWEEW GRUSS STREETS iNSIOE — TOR. LoT
éﬁwnseﬂc spleland Way KEY . REV.COM
5, OWNERS HAME PHORE LeT SIZE
R. Gluckstein
&. CWHER'S ADDRESS 7.0, 50X 7P 50x1d42,.8
game
7. ARCATTEGLLE BESIGNER STATE LIGENSE WO, PHONE REAR ALLEY
SIDE ALLEY
NEINE TCENSE NO. PFHONE | ﬁ N
8. E I._ER_-_,.—— STATE Lf SE ND. PHUONE 8406, LINE
9, CORTRACTOR ATE_LIZENSE 0. PHGAE AFTIDAVITS
'1'0,; srzs%ior EXISTING BLOG. |STORieS | HELG F EXIST) NG BUILBINGS ON LOT ANG /
17, WATERIAL OF BXT, WALLS ROGF FLOER
CONSTRUCTION
73, ‘i'u & 9‘.‘9 g« Eﬂ. DISTRIQURFFICE

MeQadden Pl.

3 V3. VALDATION: 70 INCLUDE ALL FIXED
EQUIPMENT REQUIRED TO OPERATE

AND USE PROPOSEL SI.IIt.DING

5;30
repairing, faiteié-ng—o:_uag.u_and—ﬂn

NEW WORK
(Describe)

4.

CRIT, 5)11

Hl?l\'ﬂ\' DEC.,

FLODE ; /

(XN

p S

CORS, / v
FONED BY ‘
CFrh
FILE WITH
TSP, 1]
TVPT
pm__.

e ks b b e e e

F[g-w 85886

At e e

*40113

brrm e b

,
STATEMENT %7/ RESPONSIBILITY

X-—=1C8

3.50

| certify that in doing the work authorized hereby ' will not employ any person in viclution of the Labor

Code of the State of Califorriia reloting to workmen's compensation [nsurance.

""This permit Is an application for inspection, the lssuance of which is rot an approvel or an author-
ization of the work speciﬁed ‘herein. This parmit does not authorize or permit, nor shall it be sonstrued'

itting, the vicla

as autharizing or g
7 ony board, deppiptment, officer or employee the

of Los Angales, recf make

n or follure to comply with ony oppliceble [aw, Nelther the City
any worranty «or shall be

rasponsiblp for t erformance or rgtults of any work described herein, or the condition of the proparty
or soll up W such fork § rrm (Ste Sec. 91.0202 LAME)
Signed e s oo - Name_ Date
Bureou of Engineering ADDRESS ARPROVED ‘} L. MML
SEWERS AVAILABLE
NOT AVAILMILE
BRIVEWAY APPROVED
HIGHWAY DEDICATION REGUIRED :
COMPLETED
. FLUGD CLEARANCE APPROVED -

APPROVED FOR 15SUE

Canservation FiLE #
PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL
Plumbing SYSTEM AFPROVED
; APRROVED- UNDER
Pfonning CASE 4
APRROVED [TITLE 19}
Fire T LA, B=5700}

TeaHic APPROVED- FOR
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N APPLICATION TO ALTER - REPAIR - DEMOLISH BES For. 8.3

AND FOR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY &QC. r)_
SiTY OF LOS AMBELES BEPY, OF BUILDING AND. SN N
et
1. Applicant to Com fote Mumbored $tems Onl CENSUS TRALT '
INSTRUCTIONS: ' 10 blan Required on Back of Originah e
Lor BLK. TRACT DIST. MAP
je Redtor workshop LY

* ¢ " ~..
3. B8N, MoQadden Pl D A
4 Behoet oo o Ieland Way {mme x5O

WEY REV, COR.
T OWNER'S NAME PHDME LOT 578
% Hobert Gluckstein DU AR [ 50x142.8
T8, OWHER'S ADORESS 5. 0% Fi
341 S, Vermont Ave LA 90005 . L
7.  ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER STATE LICENSE WU. PHONE REAR ALLEY )
/{Mackintosh & Mackintosh sioeacey 7
CINEER STATE LicWTL}WE—'M
g, CONTRA 7 STATE LICENSE NO. PHONE AFFIDAVITS
@E@M« ZA 18293
TZE BF EXISTING BEDG. | STORIES

10, WW
A 2. wedeys shiels | e 667
V¥, WATERIAL « WA
CONSTRUCTION gdn aw&
13, 408 AGORESS i & O—WP .
3 1428 N. McCadden P Ia
T3, VALURTICN; 10 INGLURE ALL FIXED CRADIR

EQUIPHENT REQUIBED TG OPERATE
AND USE PROP BULDING. $=00 SO L2 é
T4, WEW WORK: i . S0 -

e sesibe}

hes
7 o, 40 74

NEW USE OF BUILDING A7 hody

o fY
ROR. i RLERS VAL AFPROVED co'ié
. ' "/ SEECIFIED N Q .‘, = amma 222 :
#t¥G. ARCA "AX. OCL. FaTAL PAALE CHRED ZONED BY
T "5/ ] , e
: @ SPACES FRo B ] 5 APOROVE] f meeRsard—
2 Roos € [PARiic-g -'-“”“"g Ak il NG '-
& THEPEGT

TanT. 1@'. Pﬂﬁ@ , J’W’ oY '
. z.? 5- iLF ;p B G 5. <o TYI’&SJ
Y-5 09345 B=—2 2.28%

C1HO$ & 59114 X—1CK 1350

a

b - = ““ATEMENT’OF"R!SPQNS“[LITY‘M R et B
1

| certify that in, do!ng the work n‘uthnrlzeﬂ harebv | wlil rot employ any person in violation of the Lobor |
Code of the State of California relating to workmen’s compensation Insuronce.

“This permit is an application for mspection, the issucnce of which is not an epproval or on cuthor-

jzation of the work specitied herein, This permit does not cuthorize ar _permjt, nor shal! it be construed
os outhorizing or permitting the violation or failire to comply with anyZBppliccble law, Neither the City
of Los Angsles, nor any board, deportment; officer or smpioyee thereaT moke any warranty or shall ?’y
respensible far he performonce or results of uny work dsscribed herein, or thee c)cnditmn of the proper

ar soli upon w such work is performed.” e Sac. 91 020% LA
. iommer o7 Agers___ iy Yo Dete
Bureau of Engineering ADPRESS ATPROVED . A _: . 1/ 20/67 —_
SEWERS AVAILABLE j . -
NOT AVAILAGLE ‘ CR

DRIVEWAY APPROVED =
HIGHWAY DERICATION REQUIRED
CONPLETED

_ FLOGD CLEARANCE APPROMED—~my o ?“\ ~d
: ﬁ KBy ADoLg i
Conservation :;:Engen FOR o vﬂ}i ('b ay”- qﬁ‘?!’{.‘) M;Lﬂz)

PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL /

Plumbing SYSTEM APPASVED i,

: APFROVED UNDEN . ' :

Planning CASE 3 '
B P
Fie - W AMESTON i V% [z : Zds ]
APPROVED FOR - :

Traftlc




1428 N Mccadden PI

03016 - 10000 - 09799

Printed: 03/16/20 03.58 PM

Application #:
Pian Check #:
Event Code:

Bldg-Alier/Repair

I or 2 Family Dwelling
Express Permit

No Plan Cheek

APPLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT
AND CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY

05/22/2003
Last Status: Permit Finaled
Status Date: 09/16/2003

Tssued on:

BLOCK  LOT(H)
18

LIRACT
BOYLE PLACE

EARCELID # (15 & || . ASSESSOR PARCEL
147A1R5 156 || 5547 - 022 - 007

ARB  COUNTX MAR REES
M B 6-45

+ PABCELINFORMATION

Arca Planning Commission - Central

LADBS Branch Office - LA

Council District - 13

Cestified Neighborhood Couneil - Central Hollywood
Community Plan Arez - Hollywood

Census Tract - 1907.00
District Map - 147A185
Energy Zone - 9

Wear Source Zone Distance -
Thomas Brothers Map Grid -

ig
393-E5

ZONES(S): RIDDI.5-1XL

4 ROCUMENTS

21 - Z1-§352

Z1 - Z1-2277

ZA - 7A-18293

SPA - Adaptive Reuse Incentive Areas

ORD - ORD-173562

CRA - Z1 1352 TOLLYWOOD
CPC - CPC-1999-2293-1CO
CPC - CPC-1999-324-1CO

CDBG - LARZ-Centzal City
BZA - BZA-1667

S CHECKLIST ITEMS

Owner{s)
LELAND REGENT PROPERTIES 149 HIGHI.AND AVE

Tenant;

Applicant: (Relationship: Agent for Contractor)

DIANA URIBE - P.C. BOX 3374

LOS ANGELES CA 20036

LOS ANGELES, CA. 90028 {323) 228463}

2, EXISTING LSE RROPOSER USE

{01} Dwelling - Single Farmnily

& DESCRIMTION OF WORK
GENERAL REUAB. INSTALL DOORS, REPLACE KITCHEN CABINETS, SANDING,
PAINTING & CERAMIC,

3. 4 Hidea on Site & Une;

For inspection requests, call tofl-free (888) LAGBUILD (524.2845),
ot request inspections vie www.ladbs.org. To speak to 2 Call Center

18 APPLICATION PROCESSING INFORMATION
BLDG. PC By:
OK for Cashier: Ozzie Radford

DAS BC By:
Coord. OK:

Signalure: Date;

apent, call 311 Qutside LA County, call (213) 493-3231,

For Cashier’s Use Ouly WO #: 31609799

1L PROIECT YALUATION & BEE INFORMATION Final Fee Period
Permit Valuation. $19,000 PC Valuation;

FINAL TOTAL Bidg-Alter/Repair 211.43
Permit Fee Subtotal Bldg-Alter/Re 165.00
Fire Hydrant Refuse-To-Pay

E.Q. Instrumentation

G.8. Surcharge

Sys. Surcharge

Planning Surcharge

Planning Surcharge Misc Fee
Permit Issuing Fee

Permit Fee-Single inspection Flag

1.00
in
11.16
5.5%
5.00
20.00

Sewcr Cap ID: Total Bond(s) Due:

Payment Date: 05/22/03
Receipt No: LA04-092091
Amount: $21143

Method: Check

2003LA42932

12 ATTACHMENTS

I

*

R




V3 STRUCTURE (ML ENTORY  (Kote: Numeric measurement data in he format “nimber £ number” implies “chuge in aumeric vahue f total resulting numeric value'} 03016 - 10000 - 09799

Pl OMMENTS:

T s =T - DORESS CLASS =
(C) AMERICAN GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 4769 WEST ADAMS Bl ND. LOS ANGELLS. CA 0616 B 681245 (323)463-0192




1428 N Mccadden Pl 1-8 Permit Aoplication #: 08014 - 106000 - 05551_

Bldg-Addition City of Los Angeles - Department of Building and Safety Plan Check #: BOSLA12383
1 or 2 Family Dwelling Initiating Office: METRO

Plan Check PLOT PLAN ATTACHMENT Printed on: 12/16/08  14:34:35
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1428 N Mccadden Pl Application #: 03041 - 90000 - 13304
Plan Check #; Printed: 03/17/20 10:58 AM
Event Code:
Electrical City of Los Angeles - Department of Building and Safety Issued On:  06/18/2003
b e APPLICATION FOR ELECTRICAL ~ Last Status: Permit Finaled
No Plan Check PLAN CHECK AND INSPECTION Status Date: 09/18/2003
LPRORERIN OWNER
LELAND REGENT PROPERTIES 149 HIGHLAND AVE LOS ANGELES CA 90036
AAPELICANT INFORMATION  (Relationship: Net Applicant)
BARRY GLEIBERMAN - 720 S SANTA FE AVE LOS ANGELES, CA 90021 (213)489-4646
4 TENANT INFORMATION

1428 N Mccadden Pi

03041 - 90000 ~ 13304

4 CONTRACTOR, ARCHITECT & ENGINEFR NAME =~ ADDRESS

(C) BEAR CONTRACTORS INC 720 S SANTA FE AVENUE # LOS ANGELES, CA 90021 C10 688203 (213)489.4646

CLASS LICENSESR RHOKEH

5 APFLICATTION COMMENTS . PESCRIFTION OF WORK
E-Permit paid by credit card, fax number-> (213}489-4733, [nstall new 480 amp service
L CHECKLIST [XEMS:

1, COUNCIL DISTRICT: 13

For lnspecnon requests, call tofl-free (888) LAYBUILD (524.2845),
or pections via www.ladbs.org, To speak to a Call Center

Plan Check By:
OK for Cashier:

Signature: Date:

agem, call 311, Cutside LA County, cali {213y 473-3231.

NOTICE:

The work inciuded in this permit shall not be construed as establishing the legal number of
dwelling units or guest rooms. That number is established by a Building Pemuit or a Certificate
of Oecupancy. In the cvent that any box (i.e, 1-10} is filled o its capacity, i is possible that
additicnal information has been captured electronically and could not be printed due 1o space
restrictions. Nevertheless, the information printed exceeds that required by Section 19825 of
the Health and Safety Code of the State of California.

10, ¥EE INFORMATION Inspection Fee Period

Permit Fee: 70.20

For Cashier's Use Only W/O #: 34113304

[NSPECTION TOTAL Electrical
Bermit Total

Permit Pee Subtotal Electrical
Permit One Stop Surcharge

Permit Svs. Development Surcharge
Permit Issuing Fee

70.20
70.20
65.00
1.30
350
0.00

Payment Date: 06/18/03
Receipt No: IN0O50119702
Amount: $70.20

I A
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Z. A CASE NO. 18293
ZONE VARIANCE '
ROBERY I. GLUCKSTEIN :

PROPERTY INVOLVED: An interior record lot
located in the R4.2

Zone at 1428 North McCadden Place, Hollywood District.

REQUEST: To permit continued use
of the wood-frame con- ’
verted dwelling as a theater workshop and office, with incidental
storage 1in accessory bulldings and with accessory automobile park-
ing for a total of only five (5) autemobiles, two of whioh are
%Edioltad in the required froni yard space adjacent to McCadden
208,

The subject property has a 50 ft. frontage on the easterly side of

MoCadden Place and a depth of 142 ft, It 18 located approximately

210 ft. southerly of Sunset Boulevard and is classified in the

B4-2 Zone in common with properties fronting and siding on McCadden
Place southerly of the Sunset Boulevard commercially zoned frontage
and in common with properiies fronting on both sides of Leland Way

and las Palmas Avenue. Other properties in the area sre clussifisd
in the C2 and C4 Zones,

Highland Avenue and Sunset Boulsvard are beth classified as me jor
highways dedicated 100 ft. in width and fully improved, MoCadden
Pleace 1s a local street dedica§9¢,50 ft. in width and fully improved.

The surrounding commercislly zoned properties are improved with a
varlety of nelghborhood type retall uses, motels and theater-type
uses, and a few used car sales and autc repair uses, while the
residentially zoned properties vary in density from one-story
single--family dwellings to 3-story apartment-hotel type bulldings.
Many of the existing apartment bulldings were constructed at the
tine offstreet parking was not required and resulting in the streets
being congested with on-street parking.

Abutting the subJect property on the north is & realdentlally zoned
lot which has transitional privileges and said lot is utilized as

a parking lot for the auto body and shop place, AdJoining the sub-
Ject property on the south are two lotz improved with a 3-stry
hotel type apartment bullding. Adjoining the subject property on
the east is a deep interior record lot improved with a 2-story
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17-unit apartment building.
The involved property is improved with a front bullding located

-~ approxlmately 20 f£t. from the front property line and observing

& scutherly aide yard of 9 £t. and & northerly side yard VAry.
ing from 4 ft. to 7 £t. Tha rear portion of the property 1is
improved with three one-story buildings designated as storage
facilities. Said buildings have dimensions of 10' x 361, 1§’ X
28', and 14* x 151, Available records did not disclose any
building permits for the construction of the ex.sting builldings,
However, in 1959, & building permit was issued for the construc-
tion of 8 10t x 29! sturage building, posslbly an addition to
one of the existing rear buildings, Also, a check with the
Lioense and Tax Division of the City Clerk's office revealed a
prabssionsl occupational license was issued in October 196% for

this preperty.

Piald investigation, conversation with one of the proposed in.
structors or managers of the theater workshop and details spe-
cified on the plot plan and applicmtion revealed that there is
an existing theater workshop on the site and said facilities

 have been in cperation for & parlod of years and is now being

taken over by a2 new manager and apparently it was found that the
Use waz not a permitted one for the existing zoning., It was re.
vealed that in 1960, u business licenss of some sort was issued
%t this address and that the property has been known as the

A. Rarry Keaton Hollywood Film Players Studio Club"., 'Mhe ac-
Givities of the proposed organization taks place principally at
Alght and normally consist of three groups of active and Pros-

pective actors and actresses, with their hours of operation

between the hours of 7:00 and 10:00 P.M. ‘There are approximately
ersons enrolled in the classés ‘whieh meet Monday, Wedneaday
and Friday nights. The number may increase or decreass depending

- upon the season of the year and other determining factors.

The subwmitted Plot plan revealed two parking spaces will be located
in the front yard ares and three parking spaces located between
the front bullding and the rear s8torage bulldings and access to

driveway along the southerly property line from McCadden Place.
The front bullding will be utilized for two office spaces, two
dressing rooms, two bathrooms, a kitchen and & "prop" room, with
the theater workshop area having dimensions of 231 x 28' and
containing an area of approximately 744 sq. ft.

The involved property 1s located in the Hollywood area where a
varlety of theater-type activities and commercial uses including
many motels and hotels are belng utilized without providing re-
[uired offstreet parking facilities, ‘“The subject broperty is in
close proximity to many of the Hbllyuoodutype activities and
may be a reasonable type use to be located in the area, However,
this particular gite is inadequate due to 1its 8ilze and location

to adjoining restdential uses and 1ts location upon a street having
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dedioated width of only 50 f£t. and an improved roadway of léss
than what's considered desirable, The locatlon of parking
faoilities in th ont yard area 1é not a desirable factormd
cannot be condenddarin a congestad arez as the Hollywood Bistrict.
The proposed three parking spaoes to be locmted on the rear por-
tion of the aite will not be feasible and very inscoessible due

to the limited turning radius and limited width of the acoeas
driveway. Investigation revealed tha use has axisted in the
building rer a periocd of time; however, the existing vielation

is no Jjustification for deviating from the regulations since such
& use would further ocause parking congestion on abutting streets.
The field invesitgsatlon revealsd the existing buildings ars szome-
what in & dilapidated conditin and would require extenslve reha-
bilitation for human habitation and could not reasonably be expected
to smocommodate puklia assembly without extensive repairs, The
proposed use appears to be 2 limited type operation but even a
l1imited activity on this intericr lot In the existing bullding
would be detrimental te the area. The operation of an suto body
shop and dher commercial uses in the sres are no Justification
for placing an outright commergial usme on this residentially zoned

lot.

ﬁ/ B b
-]

s .
8-1-66 City Planning Asscclate

Please note that Job Order D-22393 issued 3/23/66 to discontinue
£1lm produstion in the R4 Zone.
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Your applicaticn hergin will raceive full, fale and impactial congideration. Experts on the statf of this
department will fully investignte and analyze the subject-matter of your spplication without cost to you
othes than the filing tee paid by you. The same fuil, fair and impartial consideration will be accorded
your applicatior regardless of whether or not You engage any person to represent you.

Tris information it furmished yeu for your protection against any parson who might indicate to you that
bt for his secvicer vou would ot receive the same full, fair and impartiai consideration,

<ITY OF LO5 ANGELES—CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Applicant’s Affidavit
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, }

CITY OF LOS ANGELES,
] COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES.

I BN e et e e e oo e e

e
T e e Deing duly Sworn, depose and say that I am the
(Print Name i Fall)

ow £ th ty involved in this applicati ndtﬁ;t‘;h “familiarized yoyself with
= of the property involy application a ave ar

the requirements of the rator with respect to prepering and tiling this
application and that the foregoing stetements and answers herein contained and the information on

~J

o
%
g

T
the attached map and property owners’ list thoroughly to the best of my ability present the argu.
ment in behalf of the application herewith requested and that the statements and thformation above

-
referred to are in all respecis true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief,
B 4 .[
Signed Xﬂfﬁ%{! Lt ae, 500
36832623 341 3, VERMONT AVK, 103 ANGELES, 00005
Phone Nao,, bt Maliing Address of Applicant  Postal Zona
o~ ,::'_-fzi‘:.'."-.-_‘.‘*_z‘_*‘_."__m_.‘l )
i GOLDIE A, umsm:ﬂ y’'e
Subscribed and sworn to before me thj Z 0 SR { _— 194..?
- L ‘/ ‘» [ - AT E
i L ales & 7 o
My Pewmfraizn Explees fnver o0 1ol Notary Public
' nishmmﬂbthntthamnmm‘mﬂnﬁmmmxmmbymmd
thorough and complete i every
Admintstrator governing the Hling of sach
; State below thonn‘u,lﬂmn,ﬂdm
;tflunll:er o{! persgzv to be contaciod for
other t above . . v — -
X . Vignatory. Applieatien. 792 72— _%) w.l L
ame . .. e ameencea e and
| A Administestor  __ 19
By ../ 41:,(:#;1, _L-2ELy
Phone No. /w\fi‘ For the Offfor of Zacng Adminieizatinmy
| We, the undersigned OWNERS of ADJACENT PROPERTY as shown upon reap attached to the
I application hereby certify that we have rand the faregoing petitlon and agree that the facts stated,
correctly present the copditions nme proger‘ty involved in this application, and be- .
lieve the application SHOULD B Qi - (Add additional sheets where necessary. These
signatures are desirable but not demanded ) N _
N Name _ AMirem Lot -, Tract !

Y

®
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NOTE: The law requires thut the conditions set forth in the following three Sections 1, 2, and §
MUST be established before a Variance CAN be grapted. Answers to these sections must be
complete and full.

Explain in deteil wherein your case conforms to the Joilowing requirements.

1. Thet the striet application of the provisions of this Zoning Ordinance would result in practical
difficulties or unnecessary hardships ineonsistent with its general purpese and intent.

TFROFERTY IS UNSUITABLE FOR RESIDENTIAL USE DUE TO LOCATIN AKD DUE TO
THAE INTERICR DXSIGN WHICH IS USKEFUL ONLY FOR 4 THLATER WORKSHOP OR
SIMILAR USE3, THUS APFLICANT HAS A FRACTICAL DIFFICULTY AND AN
UNNECESSARY HARDSHIP INCONSISTANT 'ITH THE GENERAL PURPOSE AND INTENT
OF THI3 ZORING ORDINANCE.

State fully wherein your case conforms {o the following r quirements.
2. That there are exceptional circurnstances or conditions applicabl:: to the property involved or

to the intended use or development of the property that do not appiv generally to other property
in the same zone or neighborhood,

THE INTERICR OF THIS DWALLING WAS CONVERTED BY SQE PRICR OWNER INTO
4 SMALL THEATER GOMPLETE WITH SOUND ROOMS AND OFFICES s BTG THUS
CREATING A RRIIDENTIAL EXTERIOR WITHOUT OFFENDING THE NEIGHBORHOGD.
THE SUBJRCT PROFERTY 13 BOUNDED ON THB NORTH BY A STORAGE YARD FOR
WRECKAD AUTOS AND AN AUTC BGDY SHOP, IT 1S BOUNDED ON THE WEST BY 4
NARRCW COMMERCIAL BLOCK WHICH EXTENDS PROM SUNSET BLV¥D., SLY T

DZ LONGPRE AVE,

SLY OF THE SUBJRCT FROFRRTY IS A YOUR 3TORY APT., HOTEL WHICH IS CANED
BY THE AFPFLICANT.

THE FROPFOIED VMR WILL BR AN INTERIN USE UNTIL THIS ARBA IS RRLDY FOR
HEAVIAR COMMERCIAL UIN3.

State fully wherein pour care satisfies thene requirementy,
3. That the granting of a variance will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or injur-
ious to the properly or improvements in such zone or neighborhood in which the property is
iocated.

TBEHQHBEWBIHMTBM.WNWWTOWMM
TEEBLDG.ISIEPZINGOODOWDITI@AHDIITH?HISURRQMG IBECIAL
USES THIS PROFPERYY CANNOT BE DETRIMENTAL 70 PHE AREd,

NOTE: A Zoning Administrator, before granting any variance, is required to make a written find-
ing of facis from the showing applicant makes that the three above enumerated conditions exist
and in addition thereto must find that the granting of such variance will not be contrary to
the objectives of the Master Plan.

". {2y ‘
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ZoNninGg Service CoMpany
Planning and Zoning Consultants
287 8. SPRING STREEY - OB ANGELESB., CALIFORNIA SOOI2
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o Zoming Cases Prepare,.

o Mapping

o Dunerskips

o Mot Plans

®» Rescarch

by Las Angeles City Planning Commission for the Preparation of Required Use Maps und Oy nerskip 4

OWNERSHIF LIST
ZONE VARIANGE

AFPPLICANT _ ROBERT I, GLUCKSTEIN

I HEREBY ONRTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION OONTAINED HERHEIN IS TRUE AND CORRECT IN
ACOORDANCE WITH THE RECORDS OF THE CITY CLERK, CITY ENGINEXR AND CITY FLANNING

-

ZONING SERVICE OQMPANY
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Additional Contemporary Photos

1428 North McCadden Place — Morris Kight Residence
West elevation
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020

1428 North McCadden Place — Morris Kight Residence
West elevation, front door
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020



1428 North McCadden Place — Morris Kight Residence
West elevation, view from street
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020

1428 North McCadden Place — Morris Kight Residence
North elevation
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020



1428 North McCadden Place — Morris Kight Residence
East elevation
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020

1428 North McCadden Place — Morris Kight Residence
South elevation
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020



1428 North McCadden Place — Morris Kight Residence
Small structure behind subject property (address is 1430 North McCadden Place)
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020

1428 North McCadden Place — Morris Kight Residence
Storage structures behind subject property
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020



Historical Photos

JOIN THE MOVEMENT TO DEFEAT PROPOSITION 6

In Eos Angeles, two organdzations heve developed to mest the prave threst possd by Proposition 6. Their achievements and
activities are the cutting edge of the growing movement to defeat Proposition &, They are:

THE NO ON BRIGGS | FROPOSITION 6 INITIATIVE COMMITTEE, NOBIC
MOBIC carrics out several important tasks, which are:
» Gathering and sharing information on all the groups and activities opposed to Propositivn 6,

& Pursuing a lawsuit to challenpe Proposition & on procedural and constitutional grounds,
# Sponsors Frank Vel's cross-California “Walk Against Briges”,
& Gathers and disseminates information about fraud, forgery, and misrepresentation in connection with the
circulation of petitions and signatures for Proposition 6.
THE COMMITTEE AGAINST THE BRIGGS INITIATIVE, CABI

CABI was founded at a conference the same week that the Brggs Initiative, Proposition 6, became a real
threat. The Los Anpeles Committes Against the Briggs Initiative is part of a growing statewide network of
CABI's who plan to build a massive visible, peaceful response 1o this threat against everyone’s civil liberties.
CAEI] has a siratepy aimed at winning, geared towards defeat of Proposition 6. Proposition 6 is the only
subject of business for CABI, and CABI is open to all who oppose it.
Massive distribution of lLterature, rallies and peaceful demonstrations, voter education and outreach to all
Californians who can be convinced are some of the major projects CABI is currently working on.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN WORKING IN THE COMMITTEE AGAINST THE BRIGGS INITIATIVE,
FLEASE COME TO ONE OF QUR MEETINGS.

HOLLYWOOD
HIGH SCHOOL
SUNSET
* PARKING
CABl MEETS EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT AT a E O 1428 M. McCADDEN
7:30 AT 1428 NORTH McCADDEN PLACE IN g =] FLACE
LOS ANGELES, NEAR THE INTERSECTIONS =
OF SUNSET AND HIGHLAND E
Clip and Mail to: CABI/LA 1428 N. McCadden Place, Phones (213) 463-3925 & 664-5354
Los Angeles, CA 90028 .
O 1 endorse CABI/LA. My name can be usad for O 1 can volunteer! Phone me at:
other anti-Brigps activities sponsored by CABL/LA.

1 can donate: O 35 o §lo O 549.95 0§
Signature = Name
Address City State Zip

Mame and Address of Employer

Required for contributions over §50.

DISTRIBUTED BY CABI and NOBIC can be reached at
; 1428 NORTH McCADDEN PLACE
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90028
{213} 463-3928 or 463-3184

CABI, NOBIC headquarters at McCadden Place, 1975
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Public Library, Archives of Sexuality and Gender



“No on 6” fundraiser at McCadden Place, 1977
Photo courtesy: Mary Ann Cherry, Morris Kight: Humanist, Liberationist, Fantabulist



“No on 6” fundraiser at McCadden Place, 1977
Photo courtesy: Mary Ann Cherry, Morris Kight: Humanist, Liberationist, Fantabulist

Los Angsies Mayor Tom Brediey and Sronewsll Presdent Morris 1K ight Phott by Pal Rocod

Los Angeles Mayor Bradley and Kight, 1977
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Public Library, Archives of Sexuality and Gender, Newsletter of Stonewall Democratic Club



Morris Kight with Harvey Milk (and Christopher S. Dogg) at McCadden Place, 1978
Photo courtesy: ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives

Morris Kight and Governor Jerry Brown, 1978
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Public Library, Archives of Sexuality and Gender, Philadelphia Gay News



SENATOR

EJ. A 1/ L)
/N L N

s

LEGISLATIVE OFI"W

Gwmﬁﬁﬂﬂmﬂwnar%ﬂunﬁﬂﬂtmmm%mm
gmMMMHmﬂinﬂahrJnhn? Briggs. Nobody was hnsn:n.ﬂidu
088 ;

Jim Kepner and Morris Kight, 1978
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Public Library, Archives of Sexuality and Gender



Stonewall Democratic Club ad/meeting notice, 1978
Photo courtesy: ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives

NO ON THE ERISGS INITIATIVE
COMIVIITTEE
928 N. MIC CADDEN PL.
LOS ANGELES, CA. 90028
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NOBIC headquarters at McCadden Place, 1978
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Public Library, Archives of Sexuality and Gender



Gore Vidal, Ed Edelman, and Morris Kight at McCadden Place, 1980s
Photo courtesy: USC Digital Archives, ONE National Gay & Leshian Archives



Morris Kight at McCadden Place, circa 1980
Photo courtesy: USC Digital Archives, ONE National Gay & Leshian Archives



Morris Kight at McCadden Place, circa 1980
Photo courtesy: USC Digital Archives, ONE National Gay & Leshian Archives

Morris Kight at McCadden Place, circa 1980
Photo courtesy: ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives, Mary Ann Cherry



Morris Kight during his annual solstice party at McCadden Place, 1981
Photo courtesy: Mary Ann Cherry, Morris Kight: Humanist, Liberationist, Fantabulist



Morris Kight’s McCadden Residence, interior, 1984
Photo courtesy: USC Digital Archives, ONE National Gay & Leshian Archives



Los Angeles Human Relatlons Commission officers Palricia Russell, Morris Kight, Elsanar
Montarno, Ray Bartlet! and Jamas M. Rlawar.

Kight Sworn inas Human
Relations Commission VP

Morris Kight sworn in as Vice President of Los Angeles Human Relations Commission, 1984
Photo courtesy: Frontiers Magazine

Morris Kight and Jim Kepner at McCadden Place, 1985
Photo courtesy: USC Digital Archives, ONE National Gay & Leshian Archives



Morris Kight with his best friend.

Morris Kight at McCadden Place, 1985
Photo courtesy: LA Weekly

Amy Etra



TROY MABEN / Loa Angeles Times

Morris Kight in window of home he believes was Buster Keaton's.
It now houses an art gallery that benefits the gay community.

Morris Kight at McCadden Place, 1986
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Times
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O dispdey — At works depecting gy, besbs- MeCaddan Placs, Hollypsood, Thea free achibé-
an, Terminisd, ack, Jewish, protest and peace tion is beirsg heedd 10 commemaorate the 10th
themes will ba displeyed as part of the  omniversary of the MeCaddan collsction of
e Cadden Place Colleciion Sundey 91 1428 N, Posers. prints, paintings and fourd objects,

Small portion of Kight’s art collection at McCadden Place, 1986
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Times

To many, Morris Kight is the gay movement's “"grand old man."”

Morris Kight with his beloved best friend at McCadden Place, 1988
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Times



Morris Kight with Los Angeles Councilmember Goldberg, 1993
Photo courtesy: Frontiers Magazine

Morris Kight as Grand Marshall, 1995
Photo courtesy: Gay and Leshian Times
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Morris Kight at McCadden Place letterhead, 1980s-1990s

McCadden \Place

& MOYVEMENT ARAT CENTER 1420 Morth MoCacden Place, Hollywood, CA 30038 / Telsohons (213 453

Morris Kight at McCadden Place letterhead, date unknown
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The Liberator

Morris Kight on Hollywood Boulevard, blocks away from his McCadden Place and where the first CSW parade/march was held, 1999
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Times



Kight speaks at McCadden Place, date unknown
Photo courtesy: Live on Tape, The Life and Times of Morris Kight, Liberator

Kight visits his McCadden Place with documenatarian, 1999
Photo courtesy: Live on Tape, The Life and Times of Morris Kight, Liberator



Kight visits his McCadden Place with documenatarian, 1999
Photo courtesy: Live on Tape, The Life and Times of Morris Kight, Liberator



Morris Kight Square, located at McCadden Place and Hollywood Boulevard
Photo courtesy: Kate Eggert, 2020

Christopher Street West plaque in sidewalk, located at McCadden Place and Hollywood Boulevard
Photo courtesy: Kate Eggert, 2020



PROPERTY ADDRESSES

1428 N MCCADDEN PL
1430 N MCCADDEN PL

City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

5/23/2022

PARCEL PROFILE REPORT

Address/Legal Information
PIN Number

Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated)
Thomas Brothers Grid

147A185 156
7,141.0 (sq ft)
PAGE 593 - GRID E5

ZIP CODES Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5547022007
90028 Tract BOYLE PLACE
Map Reference M B 6-45
RECENT ACTIVITY Block None
ENV-2022-3606-CE Lot 18
CHC-2022-3605-HCM Arb (Lot Cut Reference) None
Map Sheet 147A185
CASE NUMBERS Jurisdictional Information
CPC-2018-6005-CA Community Plan Area Hollywood
CPC-2016-1450-CPU Area Planning Commission Central

CPC-2013-3169
CPC-2003-2115-CRA
CPC-2002-1128-CA
CPC-1999-324-ICO
CPC-1999-2293-ICO

Neighborhood Council
Council District
Census Tract #
LADBS District Office

Central Hollywood

CD 13 - Mitch O'Farrell
1907.02

Los Angeles Metro

Permitting and Zoning Compliance Information

CPC-1986-835-GPC Administrative Review None
ORD-175038 Planning and Zoning Information

ORD-173562 Special Notes None
ORD-165658-SA130 Zoning RD1.5-1XL

ZA-19XX-18293
BZA-1667
ENV-2019-4121-ND
ENV-2018-6006-CE

Zoning Information (ZI)

General Plan Land Use

Z1-2374 State Enterprise Zone: Los Angeles
Z1-2488 Redevelopment Project Area: Hollywood
Z1-2452 Transit Priority Area in the City of Los Angeles

Low Medium Il Residential

ENV-2016-1451-EIR General Plan Note(s) Yes
ENV-2013-3170-CE Hillside Area (Zoning Code) No
ENV-2002-1131-ND Specific Plan Area None
ENV-2002-1130-ND Subarea None
Special Land Use / Zoning None
Historic Preservation Review No
Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None
Other Historic Designations None
Other Historic Survey Information None
Mills Act Contract None
CDO: Community Design Overlay None
CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay None
Subarea None
CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up None
HCR: Hillside Construction Regulation No
NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No
POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts None
RFA: Residential Floor Area District None
RIO: River Implementation Overlay No
SN: Sign District No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | planning.lacity.org



Streetscape

Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area

Affordable Housing Linkage Fee
Residential Market Area
Non-Residential Market Area

Transit Oriented Communities (TOC)

RPA: Redevelopment Project Area

Central City Parking

Downtown Parking

Building Line

500 Ft School Zone

500 Ft Park Zone
Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN)
Ownership (Assessor)

Ownerl

Owner2

Address

Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land
Records)

Owner
Address

APN Area (Co. Public Works)*
Use Code

Assessed Land Val.
Assessed Improvement Val.
Last Owner Change

Last Sale Amount

Tax Rate Area

Deed Ref No. (City Clerk)

Building 1
Year Built
Number of Units
Number of Bedrooms
Number of Bathrooms
Building Square Footage
Building 2
Building 3
Building 4
Building 5
Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO)
Additional Information
Airport Hazard
Coastal Zone
Farmland
Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone

No
Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area

Medium-High
High

Tier 3
Hollywood
No

No

None

Active: Hollywood Senior High
Active: Hollywood Senior High (New Media Magnet)
Active: Hollywood Senior High (Performing Arts Magnet)

No

5547022007

KAHANA,TAL TR TAL KAHANA TRUST AND
STARK,PAZ K TR PAZ K STARK TRUST

1929 N CURSON AVE
LOS ANGELES CA 90046

KAHANA, TAL (TRUSTEE) TAL KAHANA 2007 REVOCABLE INTER

VIVOS TRUST (ET AL)

6000 TEMPLE HILL DR
LOS ANGELES CA 90068

0.164 (ac)
0100 - Residential - Single Family Residence
$1,092,162
$280,812
05/09/2017
$9

200
916927
590863-4
2363875
1894467
1290707
1083562
0-288

1910

2

6

6

3,263.0 (sq ft)

No data for building 2
No data for building 3
No data for building 4
No data for building 5
No [APN: 5547022007]

None
None
Area Not Mapped
YES

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | planning.lacity.org



Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone

Fire District No. 1

Flood Zone

Watercourse

Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties
Methane Hazard Site

High Wind Velocity Areas

Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

Wells
Seismic Hazards
Active Fault Near-Source Zone
Nearest Fault (Distance in km)
Nearest Fault (Name)
Region
Fault Type
Slip Rate (mm/year)
Slip Geometry
Slip Type
Down Dip Width (km)
Rupture Top
Rupture Bottom
Dip Angle (degrees)
Maximum Magnitude
Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone
Landslide
Liquefaction
Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area
Tsunami Inundation Zone
Economic Development Areas
Business Improvement District
Hubzone
Opportunity Zone
Promise Zone
State Enterprise Zone
Housing
Direct all Inquiries to
Telephone
Website
Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO)
Ellis Act Property
AB 1482: Tenant Protection Act
Assessor Parcel No. (APN)
Address
Year Built
Use Code
Notes

Public Safety
Police Information
Bureau
Division / Station
Reporting District
Fire Information
Bureau

No

No

Outside Flood Zone
No

No

None

No

No

None

0.97084896

Hollywood Fault

Transverse Ranges and Los Angeles Basin
B

1.00000000

Left Lateral - Reverse - Oblique
Poorly Constrained
14.00000000

0.00000000

13.00000000

70.00000000

6.40000000

No

No

No

No

No

None

None

Yes

None

LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE

Los Angeles Housing Department

(866) 557-7368

https://housing.lacity.org

No [APN: 5547022007]

No

See Notes

5547022007

1428 N MCCADDEN PL

1910

0100 - Residential - Single Family Residence

The property is subject to AB 1482 only if the owner is a corporation,
limited liability company, or a real estate investment trust.

West
Hollywood
646

West

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | planning.lacity.org



Batallion 5
District / Fire Station 27
Red Flag Restricted Parking No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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CASE SUMMARIES

Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number:
Required Action(s):
Project Descriptions(s):
Case Number:
Required Action(s):

CPC-2018-6005-CA
CA-CODE AMENDMENT

RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE LAND USE AUTHORITY FROM THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY
OF LOS ANGELES, DESIGNATED LOCAL AUTHORITY (CRA/LA-DLA) TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CODE AMENDMENT
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEXPIRED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND UPDATE OTHER
RELEVANT CODE PROVISIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE TO FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE
AUTHROITY FROM THE CRA/LA-DLA TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES.

CPC-2016-1450-CPU

CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

UPDATE TO THE HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN
CPC-2013-3169

Data Not Available

THE PROPOSED PROJECT CONSISTS OF: (1) A TECHNICAL MODIFICATION TO SECTIONS 12.03, 12.04, 12.21, 12.22, 12.24,
13.11, 14.5, 16.05 AND 16.11 OF THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE (LAMC) TO REMOVE OR AMEND REFERENCES TO
THE FORMER COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA); (2) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO CLARIFY EXISTING
REGULATIONS IN THE LAMC THAT ARE IMPACTED BY THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE AUTHORITY; AND (3) A RESOLUTION
REQUESTING THAT ALL LAND USE RELATED PLANS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE CRA/LA BE TRANSFERRED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING

CPC-2003-2115-CRA

CRA-COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

First Amendment to the Hollywood Redevelopment Plan
CPC-2002-1128-CA

CA-CODE AMENDMENT

CPC-1999-324-1CO
ICO-INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE

CPC-1999-2293-ICO

ICO-INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE

INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE.

CPC-1986-835-GPC

GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

PLAN AMENDMENTS AND ZONE CHANGES FOR THE HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN REVISION/ZONING CONSISTENCY
PROGRAM

ZA-19XX-18293
Data Not Available

ENV-2019-4121-ND
ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE LAND USE AUTHORITY FROM THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY
OF LOS ANGELES, DESIGNATED LOCAL AUTHORITY (CRA/LA-DLA) TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CODE AMENDMENT
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEXPIRED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND UPDATE OTHER
RELEVANT CODE PROVISIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE TO FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE
AUTHROITY FROM THE CRA/LA-DLA TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES.

ENV-2018-6006-CE
CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE LAND USE AUTHORITY FROM THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY
OF LOS ANGELES, DESIGNATED LOCAL AUTHORITY (CRA/LA-DLA) TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CODE AMENDMENT
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEXPIRED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND UPDATE OTHER
RELEVANT CODE PROVISIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE TO FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE
AUTHROITY FROM THE CRA/LA-DLA TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES.

ENV-2016-1451-EIR

EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

UPDATE TO THE HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN
ENV-2013-3170-CE

CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org

(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org | planning.lacity.org



Project Descriptions(s): THE PROPOSED PROJECT CONSISTS OF: (1) A TECHNICAL MODIFICATION TO SECTIONS 12.03, 12.04, 12.21, 12.22, 12.24,
13.11, 14.5, 16.05 AND 16.11 OF THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE (LAMC) TO REMOVE OR AMEND REFERENCES TO
THE FORMER COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA); (2) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO CLARIFY EXISTING
REGULATIONS IN THE LAMC THAT ARE IMPACTED BY THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE AUTHORITY; AND (3) A RESOLUTION
REQUESTING THAT ALL LAND USE RELATED PLANS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE CRA/LA BE TRANSFERRED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING

Case Number: ENV-2002-1131-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION
Project Descriptions(s):

Case Number: ENV-2002-1130-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s):

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-175038

ORD-173562
ORD-165658-SA130
BZA-1667

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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	Proposed Monument Name: Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence
	Name Description: [Former residence of notable person(s)]
	Associated names: McCadden Place
	Street Address0: 1428 North McCadden Place
	Zip: 90028
	CD: 4
	Range of Addresses on Property: 1428-1430
	Community Name: Hollywood
	Assessor Parcel Number: 5547022007
	Tract: Boyle Place
	Block: None
	Lot: 18
	Identification cont'd: 
	Proposed Monument Type: Buil
	Additional1: 
	Additional2: 
	Year Built: 1910
	Accuracy: Factual
	Threats to Site: [Select]
	ArchitectDesigner: Unknown
	Contractor: Unknown
	Original use: Residential - duplex
	Present use: Residential - single family
	OriginalSite: Yes
	Style: [Craftsman]
	Stories: 1.5
	Plan Shape: [Irregular]
	Primary Construction Type: [Wood]
	Secondary Construction Type: [Select]
	Primary Cladding Material: [Wood clapboards]
	Secondary Cladding Material: [Select]
	Primary Shape: [Combination]
	Secondary Shape: [Select]
	Primary Roof: [Composition shingle]
	Secondary Roof: [Select]
	Primary Window Type: [Casement]
	Secondary Window Type: [Sliding]
	Primary Window Material: [Wood]
	Secondary Window Material: [Vinyl]
	Primary Main Entry Style: [Centered]
	Secondary Main Entry Style: [Select]
	Primary Door Material: [Double]
	Secondary Door Material: [Select]
	AS Date 1: 8-2-1922
	AS Summary 1: Raise interior ceilings to make new rooms and bath on loft/second floor
	AS Date 2: 4-3-1923
	AS Summary 2: Ten foot shed roof addition on north elevation
	AS Date 3: 9-18-1925
	AS Summary 3: Porch enclosed (sleeping porch built); 8-29-1930 Add roof over outside stairs
	AS Date 4: 10-1950
	AS Summary 4: Add three new baths and partitions
	AS Date 5: 2-16-1959
	AS Summary 5: 24 x 10 storage building added to lot
	AS Date 6: 2-3-1967
	AS Summary 6: Repair floors, replaster walls
	AS Date 7: 5-5-1967
	AS Summary 7: Add beams in ceiling; change occupancy from dwelling to theater workshop
	AS Date 8: 5-22-2003
	AS Summary 8: General rehab - doors, kitchen cabinets, sanding and painting
	National Register: 
	California Register: 
	Formally eiligible: Off
	HPOZ: 
	Contributing Feature: Yes
	Non-contributing Feature: 
	Historic Resource Survey: Yes
	Survey Name1: Hollywood Redevelopment Project
	Survey Name2: Area - 3CD; HRI Status Code 5D
	Other Historic Designation: 
	Criterion 1: Yes
	Criterion 2: Yes
	Criterion 3: 
	Contact Name1: Attn: Jonathan Eisenberg c/o AHF
	Company1: AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF)
	Contact St Address1: 6255 Sunset Blvd, 21st Floor
	ContactCity1: Los Angeles
	State1: CA
	Contact Zip1: 90028
	Phone1: 323-860-5361
	Email1: jonathan.eisenberg@ahf.org
	Owner Supported: Unkown
	Contact Name2: Tal Kalhana Trust
	Company2: Alternate address: P.O. Box 93368, L.A., 90093
	Contact St Address2: 6000 Temple Hill Drive
	ContactCity2: Los Angeles
	State2: CA
	Contact Zip2: 90068
	Phone2: 323-876-5043
	Email2: 
	Contact Name3: Kate Eggert, Krisy Gosney
	Company3: GEHPC
	Contact St Address3: 6444 Kraft Avenue
	ContactCity3: North Hollywood
	State3: CA
	Contact Zip3: 91606
	Phone3: 
	Email3: kate@gehpc.com


