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Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 

 MORRIS KIGHT MCCADDEN PLACE RESIDENCE 
  

REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS: Tal Kahana, Trustee, Tal Kahana Trust 
 Paz K. Stark, Trustee, Paz K. Stark Trust 
 1929 N. Curson Avenue 
 Los Angeles, CA  90046 
 
 Tal Kahana, Trustee,  
 Tal Kahana 2007 Revocable Inter Vivos Trust, Et al. 
 6000 Temple Hill Drive 
 Los Angeles, CA  90068 
 
APPLICANT: AIDS Healthcare Foundation 
 Attn: Jonathan Eisenberg 
 6255 Sunset Boulevard, 21st Floor 
 Los Angeles, CA  90028 
 
PREPARERS: Kate Eggert and Krisy Gosney 
 Gosney-Eggert Historic Preservation Consultants 
 6444 Kraft Avenue 
 North Hollywood, CA  91606 
   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative 
Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7. 

 
2. Adopt the staff report and findings. 

 
 
 
 
 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

HEARING DATE: March 16, 2023 
TIME:   10:00 AM 
PLACE: Edward R. Roybal Board of 

Public Works Session Room  
City Hall, Room 350 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
and via Teleconference (see 
agenda for login information) 

 
EXPIRATION DATE:  March 18, 2023 

CASE NO.: CHC-2022-3605-HCM 
                    ENV-2022-3606-CE   
 
Location: 1428-1430 N. McCadden Place 
Council District: 13 – Soto-Martinez 
Community Plan Area: Hollywood 
Zoning: RD1.5-XL 
Land Use Designation: Low Medium II Residential 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Central Hollywood 
Legal Description: Boyle Place Tract, Lot 18 
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Senior Architect             Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
  
  
Attachments:            Commission/Staff Site Inspection Photos—December 8, 2022 
                                 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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FINDINGS 
 

● Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence “is identified with important events of national, state, 
or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social 
history of the nation, state, city or community” as the meeting place and headquarters for 
organizations, such as the Stonewall Democratic Club, that played a significant role in the 
second, political phase of the gay liberation movement throughout the 1970s and 1980s. 
 

● Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence “is associated with the lives of historic personages 
important to national, state, city, or local history” as the home of gay liberation leader and 
activist Morris Kight from 1974 to 1992. 
 

 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as 
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or 
community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or 
represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius 
influenced his or her age. 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence is a two-story single-family residence located on the 
east side of N. McCadden Place between Leland Way and Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood. 
Constructed in 1910 as a duplex in the Craftsman architectural style, the residence was later 
converted to a single-family dwelling and was the home of the gay liberation leader and activist Morris 
Kight (1919-2003) from 1974 to 1992. Prior to moving to the subject property, Kight resided at 1822 
West 4th Street (also nominated as an Historic-Cultural Monument under CHC-2020-3322-HCM, 
which was approved by the Cultural Heritage Commission but remains pending before the City 
Council, and was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 2022) from 1967 to 1974, during 
which time he emerged as a leader in the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) civil rights 
movement. While living at the subject property, Kight continued to achieve significance as a gay 
liberation leader within the political phase of the movement. The subject property also served as an 
important site for organizations associated with the gay liberation movement that held meetings and 
had their headquarters at the residence like the Stonewall Democratic Club (SDC), the Asian Pacific 
Lesbians and Gays, and First Tuesdays, an open meeting for gays and lesbians needing help or 
services. 
 
Irregular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with horizontal wood siding and 
has combination flat and shed roofs with composition shingles and exposed rafter tails. The primary, 
west-facing elevation features a sloped shed roof and concrete stairs that lead to two paneled entry 
doors at the center of the elevation. The north- and south-facing elevations have a one-story 
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projection on the first story with a gable roof and triangular knee braces along with a second story 
projection with a flat roof at the rear of the structure. The east-facing elevation has a flat roof with 
minimal overhang and is three bays wide with the center bay being recessed. The northernmost and 
southernmost bays contain a flat panel wood door accessed by wood steps and porches, and 
irregularly placed windows on the second story. The center bay contains two sets of French doors on 
the first story and irregular placed windows on the second story. The recessed bay contains a wood 
porch with wood steps. Fenestration includes sliding, pivot, and fixed pane windows. Located behind 
the main dwelling are a small wood-framed residence constructed in 1910 and two additional stucco-
clad structures that appear to be used as storage. 
 
The gay liberation movement in the United States can be divided into two distinct phases. The first 
phase of the movement, from the late 1940s through the 1960s, involved consciousness raising, while 
the second phase, starting in the late 1960s, involved political organizing. During this period of political 
and social unrest, the gay liberation movement was swept into the larger youth movement, feminist 
movement, and sexual revolution that objected to the Vietnam War, challenged the prevailing sexual 
and gender norms, and confronted the policies that discriminated against women and minority groups. 
By this time, LGBT persons became more visible, defined themselves as a minority group, and 
resisted police harassment. In the late 1970s, the gay liberation movement became more 
institutionalized and used the legal system and electoral process to expand the civil rights of LGBT 
persons. In addition, new groups were formed that were less ideological and more traditional in their 
approach to political change. 
 
Born in Proctor, Texas on November 19, 1919, Morris Kight studied public administration and political 
science at Texas Christian University and graduated in 1941. While at university, he formed the Oscar 
Wilde study group, which was one of the first official and openly gay clubs on a university campus. 
After World War II, he lived in the Southwest and held jobs with the Bureau of Indian Affairs and 
volunteered in the New Mexico venereal disease eradication program before relocating to Los 
Angeles in the late 1950s, where he committed himself to activist work. Kight served as a resource 
for the gay community, helping gay men secure lawyers and seek treatment for venereal diseases, 
and counseling those who were homeless or unemployed. A practicing pacifist, he also was involved 
with anti-Vietnam protest efforts. In the late 1960s, Kight devoted himself to the gay liberation 
movement and co-founded the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay Liberation Front and the Gay 
Community Services Center. Later, in 1975, he co-founded the Stonewall Democratic Club which 
focused on LGBT governmental issues and assisted gay-friendly politicians get elected. In 1976, 
President Jimmy Carter appointed Kight to his Advisory Committee on Gay People, and that same 
year, he co-founded the Gay and Lesbian Caucus/California Democratic Party. Kight became a 
member of the California State Democratic Central Committee, the subcommittee on Civil and Human 
Rights, and a co-chair of the Delegate Selection/Affirmative Action Committee of the California 
Democratic Party in 1978. The following year, after years of local activism, Kight was appointed to 
the Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission, where he served for 22 years and was 
elected President in 1988. Kight remained an active presence in Los Angeles until his death in 2003. 
 
The subject property has experienced alterations that include raising the roof on the southeast corner 
and addition of a bedroom and bathroom on the second floor in 1922; a ten-foot extension to the rear 
of the residence in 1923; the conversion of the first-floor porch to a sleeping porch in 1925; the 
addition of a roof over the outside stairs in 1930; the addition of three new baths and partitions in 
1950; the construction of a 240-square foot storage building in 1959; a change of occupancy from a 
dwelling into a theater workshop by Harry “Jingles” Keaton, the younger brother of silent film star 
Buster Keaton, in 1967; the installation of doors and the replacement of kitchen cabinets in 2003; and 
a 50 square-foot addition to the side and rear of the 1910 dwelling in 2008. In addition, some first-
story windows have been infilled and two sets of French doors were installed on the east-facing 
elevation, both at unknown dates. During the Commission site visit additional alterations noted 
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include the replacement of many of the original wood-sash windows with vinyl, the replacement of 
some of the beadboard on the interior walls with plaster, and the addition of a two-story interior 
partition wall at the rear of the living room that encloses the loft area on the second floor.   
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence meets two of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria. 
 
It “is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community” 
as the meeting place and headquarters for organizations, such as the Stonewall Democratic Club, 
that played a significant role in the second, political phase of the gay liberation movement throughout 
the 1970s and 1980s. 
 
SurveyLA’s LGBT Historic Context Statement identifies eligibility standards for properties significant 
for their association with the gay liberation movement as being those that are directly associated with 
an event, organization, or institution that played an important role in the development of LGBT 
consciousness, community, or culture during the period of significance. Many of the early groups that 
played an important role in the gay liberation movement were founded in and operated out of the 
homes of one or more of the members. Other than the Margaret and Harry Hay House (HCM #981), 
which Hay commissioned for his mother, there are no residences of early gay liberation movement 
group members designated as an Historic-Cultural Monument as the founding location or base of 
operations for an organization associated with the gay liberation movement.  
 
The subject property served as the headquarters and meeting place for the Stonewall Democratic 
Club (SDC), which would become one of the largest and most influential gay political organizations 
in the country. Founded in 1975 by Morris Kight and Howard Fox in Kight’s McCadden Place home, 
the purpose of the organization was to elect Democrats through federal, state, and local elections 
who would best serve gays and lesbians. The first gay club in a major political party, the SDC played 
a very significant role in California politics. As an example of their influence, in the 1976 election, SDC 
endorsements overturned four veteran conservative judge assignments--an unprecedented outcome 
in California electoral history at the time. Today, the SDC is now one of the largest Democratic Clubs 
in California and currently has thirty-eight chapters in the United States. 
 
Additionally, the subject property was the founding location and meeting place for the No On 
Briggs/Proposition 6 Initiative (NOBIC) and the Committee Against the Briggs Initiative (CABI), two 
of three organizations formed to defeat California Proposition 6 on the 1978 state ballot that sought 
to ban gays and lesbians from working in California’s public schools. Both groups were integral to the 
fight against the initiative, which ultimately failed to be passed by voters.  
 
The Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence is also “associated with the lives of historic personages 
important to national, state, city, or local history” as the home of gay liberation leader and activist 
Morris Kight from 1974 to 1992. For nearly 20 years, the subject property was the residence of Kight 
and is directly associated with his later productive life where he continued to achieve significance as 
a gay liberation leader during the political phase of the gay liberation movement. While residing at the 
subject property, Kight’s activism and political savvy made him a rare bridge between the gay and 
lesbian grassroots movement and elected officials at local, state, and federal levels. At his McCadden 
Place residence, he hosted many politicians and other influential figures including former Los Angeles 
City Mayor Tom Bradley, New York author and founder of the Lesbian Herstory Archives Joan Nestle, 
as well as an array of Congresspersons and Senators. Further, having served on the Los Angeles 
County Human Relations Commission for 22 years, Kight was one of the longest-seated, openly gay 
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appointees in the history of the United States, and became the first openly gay person to serve as 
president on a commission in Los Angeles County. Over the course of his life, and while living at the 
subject property, Kight initiated innumerable organizations that advocated, supported, and influenced 
changes in governmental policy for members of the LGBT community.  
 
Despite interior and exterior alterations to the subject property, it retains sufficient integrity of location, 
setting, materials, design, feeling, and association to convey its significance. The majority of the 
alterations were made prior to the period of significance, from 1974 to 1992.  
 
 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken by 
regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects limited 
to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation or 
reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence as an Historic-Cultural Monument 
in accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of the City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will 
ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance 
with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts 
to an Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC. 
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and 
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations to the interior and new 
construction not protected under the South Los Angeles Community Plan Character Residential Area. 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC 
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure 
the continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 
Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions to a categorical 
exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project was found to be 
exempt based on the following:  
 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation 
is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the 
environment through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation 
of Historic-Cultural Monuments. 
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. 

 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2022-3606-CE was prepared on February 24, 2023.  
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BACKGROUND 
 
On May 24, 2022, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On June 16, 
2022, the Cultural Heritage Commission, with mutual consent of the property owners and applicant, 
voted to continue the initial hearing for the application to August 18, 2022. With mutual consent of the 
property owner and the applicant, on August 18, 2022, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to 
continue the initial hearing again to a future date to be determined. On November 3, 2022, the Cultural 
Heritage Commission voted to take the subject property under consideration. On December 8, 2022, 
a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of Commissioners Kanner and Milofsky conducted a 
site inspection of the property, accompanied by staff from the Office of Historic Resources. In 
accordance with LAAC 22.171.10, on December 12, 2022, the owner’s representative, on behalf of 
the owner, requested up to a 60-day extension to the time for the Commission to act. On February 
23, 2023, Commissioner Kennard visited the property.  
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COUNTY CLERK’S USE CITY OF LOS ANGELES  
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 

200 NORTH SPRING STREET, ROOM 395 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
(PRC Section 21152; CEQA Guidelines Section 15062) 

 
Filing of this form is optional. If filed, the form shall be filed with the County Clerk, 12400 E. Imperial Highway, Norwalk, CA 90650, 
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21152(b) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15062. Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 
21167 (d), the posting of this notice starts a 35-day statute of limitations on court challenges to reliance on an exemption for the project. 
Failure to file this notice as provided above, results in the statute of limitations being extended to 180 days. 
PARENT CASE NUMBER(S) / REQUESTED ENTITLEMENTS 
CHC-2022-3605-HCM 

LEAD CITY AGENCY 
City of Los Angeles (Department of City Planning) 

CASE NUMBER 
ENV-2022-3606-CE 

PROJECT TITLE  
Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence 

COUNCIL DISTRICT 
13 

PROJECT LOCATION   (Street Address and Cross Streets and/or Attached Map)                           ☐   Map attached. 
1428-1430 N. McCadden Place, Los Angeles, CA  90028 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:                                                                                                                 ☐   Additional page(s) attached. 
 Designation of the Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence as an Historic-Cultural Monument. 
NAME OF APPLICANT / OWNER: 
N/A 
CONTACT PERSON (If different from Applicant/Owner above) 
Melissa Jones 

(AREA CODE) TELEPHONE NUMBER |        EXT. 
213-847-3679   

EXEMPT STATUS:  (Check all boxes, and include all exemptions, that apply and provide relevant citations.) 
 STATE CEQA STATUTE & GUIDELINES  
   

☐ STATUTORY EXEMPTION(S)     
               Public Resources Code Section(s) ______________________________________________________________  

 
☒ CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION(S) (State CEQA Guidelines Sec. 15301-15333 / Class 1-Class 33) 

 
        CEQA Guideline Section(s) / Class(es) __8 and 31__________________________________________________ 

 
☐ OTHER BASIS FOR EXEMPTION (E.g., CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) or (b)(4) or Section 15378(b) ) 
 
         ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

JUSTIFICATION FOR PROJECT EXEMPTION:                                                                            ☐ Additional page(s) attached 
Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 of the State’s Guidelines applies to where project’s consists of “actions taken by regulatory agencies, 
as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where 
the regulatory process involves procedures for protection of the environment.” Class 31 applies “to maintenance, repair, stabilization, 
rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Buildings.” Designation of the Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence as an Historic-Cultural 
Monument will assure the protection of the environment by the enactment of project review regulations based on the Secretary of 
Interior’s Standards to maintain and preserve the historic site. 
 

☒  None of the exceptions in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 to the categorical exemption(s) apply to the Project.  
☐  The project is identified in one or more of the list of activities in the City of Los Angeles CEQA Guidelines as cited in the justification. 
IF FILED BY APPLICANT, ATTACH CERTIFIED DOCUMENT ISSUED BY THE CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT STATING THAT 
THE DEPARTMENT HAS FOUND THE PROJECT TO BE EXEMPT.  
If different from the applicant, the identity of the person undertaking the project. 
CITY STAFF USE ONLY: 
CITY STAFF NAME AND SIGNATURE 
Melissa Jones                                              [SIGNED COPY IN FILE] 

STAFF TITLE 
City Planning Associate 

ENTITLEMENTS APPROVED 
N/A 

FEE: 
N/A 

RECEIPT NO. 
N/A 

REC’D. BY (DCP DSC STAFF NAME) 
N/A 
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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 

 MORRIS KIGHT MCCADDEN PLACE RESIDENCE 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS: Tal Kahana, Trustee, Tal Kahana Trust 
 Paz K. Stark, Trustee, Paz K. Stark Trust 
 1929 N. Curson Avenue 
 Los Angeles, CA  90046 
 
 Tal Kahana, Trustee,  
 Tal Kahana 2007 Revocable Inter Vivos Trust, Et al. 
 6000 Temple Hill Drive 
 Los Angeles, CA  90068 
 
APPLICANT: AIDS Healthcare Foundation 
 Attn: Jonathan Eisenberg 
 6255 Sunset Boulevard, 21st Floor 
 Los Angeles, CA  90028 
 
PREPARERS: Kate Eggert and Krisy Gosney 
 Gosney-Eggert Historic Preservation Consultants 
 6444 Kraft Avenue 
 North Hollywood, CA  91606  

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: November 3, 2022 
TIME:   10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see  

 agenda for login  
 information) 

 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original 30-day 
expiration date of June 23, 2022, per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1 is 
tolled, and a revised date will be determined 
pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020, Public 
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency 
Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the 
Municipal Code and April 17, 2020, Public Order 
Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority 
re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising 
Expiration of Emergency Orders. 
 
The time to act on this item has been tolled for the 
duration of the local emergency period. Please 
note that other State law provisions may also 
apply. 

CASE NO.: CHC-2022-3605-HCM 
                    ENV-2022-3606-CE   
 
Location: 1428-1430 N. McCadden Place 
Council District: 13 – O’Farrell 
Community Plan Area: Hollywood 
Zoning: RD1.5-XL 
Land Use Designation: Low Medium II Residential 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Central Hollywood 
Legal Description: Boyle Place Tract, Lot 18 
 



CHC-2022-3605-HCM  
1428-1430 N. McCadden Place 
Page 2 of 5 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence is a two-story single-family residence located on 
the east side of N. McCadden Place between Leland Way and Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood. 
Constructed in 1910 as a duplex in the Craftsman architectural style, the residence was later 
converted to a single-family dwelling and was the home of the gay liberation leader and activist 
Morris Kight (1919-2003) from 1974 to 1992. Prior to moving to the subject property, Kight resided 
at 1822 West 4th Street (also nominated as an Historic-Cultural Monument under CHC-2020-
3322-HCM, which was approved by the Cultural Heritage Commission but remains pending 
before the City Council) from 1967 to 1974, during which time he emerged as a leader in the 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) civil rights movement. While living at the subject 
property, Kight continued to achieve significance as a gay liberation leader within the political 
phase of the movement. The subject property also served as an important site for organizations 
associated with the gay liberation movement that held meetings and had their headquarters at 
the residence like the Stonewall Democratic Club, the Asian Pacific lesbians and gays, and First 
Tuesdays, an open meeting for gays and lesbians needing help or services. 
 
Irregular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with horizontal wood siding 
and has combination flat and shed roofs with composition shingles and exposed rafter tails. The 
primary, west-facing elevation features a sloped shed roof and concrete stairs that lead to two 
paneled entry doors at the center of the elevation. The north- and south-facing elevations have a 
one-story projection on the first story with a gable roof and triangular knee braces along with a 
second story projection with a flat roof at the rear of the structure. The east-facing elevation has 
a flat roof with minimal overhang and is three bays wide with the center bay being recessed. The 
northernmost and southernmost bays contain a flat panel wood door accessed by wood steps 
and porches, and irregularly placed windows on the second story. The center bay contains two 
sets of French doors on the first story and irregular placed windows on the second story. The 
recessed bay contains a wood porch with wood steps. Fenestration includes sliding, pivot, and 
fixed pane windows. Located behind the main dwelling are a small wood-framed residence 
constructed in 1910 and two additional stucco-clad structures that appear to be used as storage. 
 
The gay liberation movement in the United States can be divided into two distinct phases. The 
first phase of the movement, from the late 1940s through the 1960s, involved consciousness 
raising, while the second phase, starting in the late 1960s, involved political organizing. During 
this period of political and social unrest, the gay liberation movement was swept into the larger 
youth movement, feminist movement, and sexual revolution that objected to the Vietnam War, 
challenged the prevailing sexual and gender norms, and confronted the policies that discriminated 
against women and minority groups. By this time, LGBT persons became more visible, defined 
themselves as a minority group, and resisted police harassment. In the late 1970s, the gay 
liberation movement became more institutionalized and used the legal system and electoral 
process to expand the civil rights of LGBT persons. In addition, new groups were formed that 
were less ideological and more traditional in their approach to political change. 
 
Born in Proctor, Texas on November 19, 1919, Morris Kight studied public administration and 
political science at Texas Christian University and graduated in 1941. While at university, he 
formed the Oscar Wilde study group, which was one of the first official and openly gay clubs on a 
university campus. After World War II, he lived in the Southwest and held jobs with the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs and volunteered in the New Mexico venereal disease eradication program before 
relocating to Los Angeles in the late 1950s, where he committed himself to activist work. Kight 
served as a resource for the gay community, helping gay men secure lawyers and seek treatment 
for venereal diseases, and counseling those who were homeless or unemployed. A practicing 
pacifist, he also was involved with anti-Vietnam protest efforts. In the late 1960s, Kight devoted 
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himself to the gay liberation movement and co-founded the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay 
Liberation Front and the Gay Community Services Center. Later, in 1975, he co-founded the 
Stonewall Democratic Club which focused on LGBT governmental issues and assisted gay-
friendly politicians get elected. In 1976, President Jimmy Carter appointed Kight to his Advisory 
Committee on Gay People, and that same year, he co-founded the Gay and Lesbian 
Caucus/California Democratic Party. Kight became a member of the California State Democratic 
Central Committee, the subcommittee on Civil and Human Rights, and a co-chair of the Delegate 
Selection/Affirmative Action Committee of the California Democratic Party in 1978. The following 
year, after years of local activism, Kight was appointed to the Los Angeles County Human 
Relations Commission, where he served for 23 years and was elected President in 1988. Kight 
remained an active presence in Los Angeles until his death in 2003. 
 
The subject property has experienced alterations that include raising the roof on the southeast 
corner and addition of a bedroom and bathroom on the second floor in 1922; a ten-foot extension 
to the rear of the residence in 1923; the conversion of the first-floor porch to a sleeping porch in 
1925; the addition of a roof over the outside stairs in 1930; the addition of three new baths and 
partitions in 1950; the construction of a 240-square foot storage building in 1959; a change of 
occupancy from a dwelling into a theater workshop by Harry “Jingles” Keaton, the younger brother 
of silent film star Buster Keaton, in 1967; the installation of doors and the replacement of kitchen 
cabinets in 2003; and a 50 square-foot addition to the side and rear of the 1910 dwelling in 2008. 
In addition, some first-story windows have been infilled and two sets of French doors were 
installed on the east-facing elevation, both at unknown dates.  
 

CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 

FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
On May 24, 2022, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On June 16, 
2022, the Cultural Heritage Commission, with mutual consent of the property owners and 
applicant, voted to continue the initial hearing for the application to August 18, 2022. With mutual 
consent of the property owner and the applicant, on August 18, 2022, the Cultural Heritage 
Commission voted to continue the initial hearing again to a future date to be determined. The 
original 30-day expiration date of June 23, 2022, per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders.  
 
The time to act on this item has been tolled for the duration of the local emergency period. Please 
note that other State law provisions may also apply. 
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7A. Proposed Monument Description 

Summary Paragraph 

The Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence is located in the Hollywood area of Los Angeles, 
California. The structure is a single-story with loft, former duplex residence, converted to single 
residential purposes. Constructed in 1910, the structure is irregular in shape and faces west. It sits 
at the front of a rectangular lot in the Boyle Place Tract at 1428 North McCadden Place between 
Sunset Boulevard and De Longpre Avenue. An asphalt driveway runs from the street, along the 
south of the structure, to the back where there is a small, detached residence and two small, 
detached storage buildings. A 2010 Community Redevelopment Survey found the property 
eligible for the proposed Colegrove Historic District.1 The property has never been evaluated for 
its significance to Gay Liberation leader Morris Kight and his achievements at the McCadden 
Place property. 

Narrative Description 

Irregular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with narrow wood siding 
and has a raised concrete foundation. The property is a former double dwelling in the Craftsman 
style and contains a combination of shed and flat roof styles with composite shingles. There is a 
wide eave overhang on the west and east elevations with exposed rafters. The subject property is 
approximately 2,640 square feet with a footprint of 1,735 square feet. Fenestration includes 
different styles of windows and doors, most with original wood molding framing. The subject 
property has experienced multiple alterations since its built date, however very little has changed 
since the period of significance. A small wood-framed residence, of approximately 623 square 
feet, is located behind the subject property, and there are two additional stucco-clad structures 
behind the subject property which appear to be used as storage. 

The west, primary elevation features a moderately steep sloped, shed-style roof. Curved, poured 
concrete entry steps are at the center of the elevation. Eight panel, wood, double front entrance 
doors access the closed porch. The doors and frames appear to be from the period of significance 
as seen in interior period photographs. According to a 1925 building permit, the screened 
porched was converted to a “sleeping porch.” The porch openings appear to have been closed 
and covered with wood siding; the original porch sill is visible. The west elevation appears 
unchanged since the period of significance.   

The north and south elevations are identical with the exception of a small, shed roof projection 
added to north elevation in 1923. The north and south elevations contain moderately steep sloped 
shed and flat roofs with minimal overhang and exposed rafter tails near the rear. First and second 
story windows are irregularly placed and of various sizes and types, including sliding, pivot, and 
fixed pane, and appear replaced. Most of the window moldings appear original. Some first story 
window openings have been filled. The north and south elevations feature a one-story projection 
on the first story with a gable roof, moderate overhang, and triangular knee braces along with a 

 
1 CRA Historic Architecture Survey, “Colegrove Potential Historic District,” accessed May 9, 2020, 
https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/d66f2d68-c332-40c9-83d5-f994ceb75992/Hollywood_DPR_Forms_Districts.pdf, 14. 

https://planning.lacity.org/odocument/d66f2d68-c332-40c9-83d5-f994ceb75992/Hollywood_DPR_Forms_Districts.pdf


second story projection with a flat roof at the rear of the structure. The projections appear to be 
original and are noted in Sanborn maps. 

The east elevation has a flat roof with minimal overhang and is in three bays; the center bay is 
recessed. The northernmost and southernmost bays contain a flat panel, wood door, and window, 
and irregularly placed windows on the second stories. Each door is accessed by wood steps and 
porches. The center bay contains two sets of French doors on the first story and irregular placed 
windows on the second story. The recessed bay contains a wood porch with wood steps. The 
fenestration of the three bays appears mostly irregular and replaced; most of the molding appears 
original. A moderate overhang runs across all three bays between the first and second stories 
with composite shingles, exposed rafter tails, and triangle knee braces. 

A 1913 Sanborn map shows the structure’s interior as evenly split side by side; each side having 
identical layouts with loft spaces. The property was likely converted to a single residence and 
open configuration in the late 1950s/early 1960s and possibly earlier because the subject 
property was associated with Harry “Jingles” Keaton, the younger brother of silent film star, 
Buster Keaton. Harry Keaton performed vaudeville, however, he mostly worked for Buster 
Keaton’s production studio. A business license was issued in 1960 to 1428 North McCadden for 
the “A. Harry Keaton Hollywood Film Players Studio Club.” It was noted in a variance report 
that the subject property functioned under this business name and as an actor’s workshop and 
theater “for some time” before 1960.2 A property owner in the 1960s reported that when he 
bought the property, it was already converted to a theater and actor’s workshop, complete with 
sound rooms and offices while still identifying to the neighborhood as a residence.3  

The interior seems largely unchanged since the period of significance. There are many interior 
photographs of McCadden Place during Kight’s residence. Photos from ONE National Gay & 
Lesbian Archives show the loft area fully exposed along with structural poles and beams; the 
interior walls covered with batten slats. Permits pulled after Kight moved out involve general 
maintenance, kitchen remodel, and electrical work. 

There is a small residence behind the subject property, also built in 1910, with a double gable 
roof and vertical and horizontal wood siding. A 56 square foot addition was added in 2008. 
There are also two small storage structures that existed before the period of significance; both are 
stuccoed. 

The subject property retains a high degree of integrity of setting, location, design, feeling, and 
association with its period of significance as it does not appear to have undergone any 
transformative alterations since the period of significance. Based on permits and period 
photographs and video of the property, the only changes made to the property since the period of 
significance include changing the paint color, installing two sets of French doors on the east 
elevation, and changing the landscape in the backyard. 

1428 North McCadden was surveyed by the City of Los Angeles through the Community 
Redevelopment Agency in 2010. The property was given a status code of 3CD, eligible for 

 
2 City of Los Angeles, “Z.A. Case No 18293, Zone Variance Report,” 2. 
3 City of Los Angeles, “Applicant’s Affidavit: Robert I. Gluckstein,” 2. 



California Register as a contributor to a district; the proposed district at the time was the 
Colegrove Historic District. The property was not included in the 2020 McCadden-De Longpre-
Leland Residential Historic District as the survey at that time was cut short by one parcel.4 

The subject property’s southern lot line abuts the Aloha Apartments property which is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. 

1428 North McCadden has never been evaluated for its significance to Gay Liberation leader 
Morris Kight and his achievements at the McCadden Place property. 

 

7B. Written Statement – Statement of Significance 

Summary Paragraph  

Morris Kight’s home located at 1428 North McCadden Place is associated with the Gay 
Liberation Movement in Los Angeles, California and is eligible under Criteria 1 and Criteria 2. 
The property is eligible under Criteria 1 for being the meeting place and headquarters for 
organizations which propelled the next phase of the Gay Liberation Movement into politics and 
the public sector. From his McCadden Place home, Kight co-created and ran the Stonewall 
Democratic Club and the “No on the Briggs Initiative.” He also served on the County of Los 
Angeles Commission on Human Relations from 1979 to 2002. In addition, he also curated his 
extensive collection of early gay liberation art, posters, and ephemera; the McCadden Place 
Collection is now housed and exhibited at ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives. The property 
is also eligible under Criteria 2 for its association with gay liberation leader Morris Kight as his 
place of residence and directly associated with his later productive life where he continued to 
achieve significance as a gay liberation leader in the next phase in the Gay Liberation Movement 
– politics and the public sector. The period of significance is from 1974 to 1992. 

Criteria 1: Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or 
exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the 
nation, state, city, or community 

Morris Kight moved to 1428 North McCadden Place in 1974 and lived there until 1992. Kight 
used his McCadden Place home to co-found and run organizations that would change LGBT 
policy, politics, and identity. He opened his home to others, especially gay and lesbians in need, 
and mentored those who had a vision in furthering LGBT causes. While at 1428 North 
McCadden Place, Kight co-founded and ran what would become the most influential gay 
political organization in the United States – the Stonewall Democratic Club. Kight also ran the 
“No on the Briggs Initiative” from his McCadden home. He co-created the Gay Rights Plank for 
the 1975 Democratic Convention, served as gay community advisor to President Jimmy Carter’s 
Office of Public Liaison, and served on the County of Los Angeles Commission on Human 
Relations (for 22 years) while living at McCadden Place. Kight held “First Tuesdays” each 
month at his home. And, he cultivated and displayed his extensive collection of early gay 
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liberation art, posters and ephemera which he called the McCadden Place Collection. Kight’s 
tireless activism and political savvy made him a rare bridge between the gay and lesbian 
grassroots and elected officials at local, state, and federal levels; he was one of the few activists 
with a constant presence in the Gay Liberation Movement in America.5 

McCadden Place, Where the Work Rarely Stopped 

Morris Kight was part of the new generation of political activists that were born out the 
anticipation and rage of the 1950s and 1960s. Political unrest, Vietnam war resistance, 
inexorable police harassment and discrimination fueled social change. By 1974, Morris Kight’s 
name was already synonymous with gay liberation and gay pride. Coined as the grandfather of 
the Gay Liberation Movement, Kight stabilized the gay and lesbian community by co-founding 
the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay Liberation Front (GLF/LA), the Christopher Street West 
(CSW) march/parade, and the Gay Community Services Center (GSCS) from his Westlake 
home. These institutions created a solid foundation of social service and gay visibility which 
propelled the Gay Liberation Movement into its next phase – politics. 

Kight moved to 1428 North McCadden Place in 1974 to focus on the movement’s political 
phase. His new home was described as “an old barn of a place” with tall ceilings and open loft, 
rumored at the time to be an early Hollywood filming studio and place frequented by silent film 
star, Buster Keaton. Kight was unaware at the time that his home was in fact associated with 
Harry “Jingles” Keaton, younger brother of Buster Keaton. Light research found that Harry ran a 
theater and actor’s workshop called the “A. Harry Keaton Hollywood Film Players Studio Club” 
in the converted residence.6 Utilizing the open floor plan with loft, Kight used the open space for 
theatrical performances and offered the space to theater groups.7  

While Kight’s bedroom and library were located in the open loft (what he called “his balcony”), 
Kight dedicated the space below to his community, causes, organizations, and art. He sacrificed 
most of his private life in order for his home to function as community outreach, political 
headquarters, and gay and lesbian art gallery. Kight kept his drapes and doors open – “I want to 
indicate through example that I’m not afraid.”8 McCadden Place’s openness and its surrounding 
gardens created the next meeting place and headquarters for Kight’s endeavors.  

“McCadden Place had this interesting set up that made it really conducive for meetings. It wasn't 
like a house at all. The ground floor had a little balcony situation there, and the ground floor was 
wide enough to have pretty darn good-sized meetings, there was so many things that happened in 
that house. I remember Mayor Tom Bradley coming there, I remember Gore Vidal coming there, 
I remember a whole array of Congress persons and Senators coming there at one time or another. 
It became a very famous place. And those were the times that we were just doing everything, the 
grassroots of the gay and lesbian community was coming out of the people that were at 
McCadden Place, including many ring leaders.” – Pat Rocco9 
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First Tuesdays 

Shortly after moving to McCadden Place, Kight held first “First Tuesdays.” Held the evening of 
the first Tuesday of every month, the event was an open meeting for gays and lesbians to discuss 
any issues they were having or talk at length on any subject. Either Kight, or someone else at the 
meeting, could always help or make a connection so the person’s needs were met. It was 
described as “the ultimate networking” in the gay and lesbian community. And, First Tuesday 
evenings often turned into First Wednesday mornings.10  

Kight had two phonelines at his home – one was his main line which was used for frequent calls 
in and out, while the other one, lovingly called the “Gayline,” was set to play a recording. Kight 
used his main line for any topic pertaining to gay life and gay history; he called it “Dial-A-
Kight.”11 The Gayline was a weekly recording of Kight highlighting important topics and events, 
when different gay and lesbian groups met, and any pertinent political news at the time.12  

Stonewall Democratic Club (SDC) and Political Change 

Kight’s McCadden Place home soon became “the magnet for politicos,” including politicians, 
literati, and gay rights activists. It was the meeting place and headquarters for what would 
become the largest and most important organization of the Gay Liberation’s Movement into 
politics and the public sector.13  

The timing of Kight’s shift to politics coincided with “a new type of democrat” in California.14 
Politicians including, Ed Edelman (elected to the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors in 
1975-1994, and previously on the Los Angeles City Council from 1965-1974), Tom Bradley 
(Mayor of Los Angeles from 1973-1993), Jerry Brown (elected Governor of California from 
1975-1983, 2011-2019), and Alan Cranston (California U.S Senator from 1969 -1993) co-existed 
with a new and steadily growing gay political influence. These “New Left” democrats and 
straight-allies would use their tenure to further and defend LGBT civil rights, union rights, 
affordable housing, and privacy rights. In addition, Kight had the advantage of counting on the 
top leaders of most radical groups as his personal friends. Many of those who he demonstrated 
with or went to jail with were now in high office around the state and these relationships paid 
off.15 

In 1975, Kight sought to capitalize on the political partnerships he made during his time in the 
Gay Liberation Movement, utilizing the “New Left” Democrats now elected to office and their 
willingness to work with gays and lesbians. Kight and Howard Fox co-founded the Stonewall 
Democratic Club (SDC).16 Kight and Fox modeled the SDC after the already successful Alice B. 
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Toklas Memorial Democratic Club of San Francisco, which was the first of its kind in the 
nation.17 

Kight and Fox believed the Democratic party was best suited to fit the goals of the Gay 
Liberation Movement based on it “giving room” to agrarian reformers, populists, and the Labor 
Movement.18 With the leadership of Kight and Fox, the SDC quickly became the most influential 
gay political organization in Los Angeles. The SDC openly stated purpose was to elect 
Democrats though federal, state, and local elections who would best serve gays and lesbians, and 
encourage Democratic politics to change and diversify in California.19   

One of SDCs first tasks was to establish a Gay Rights Plank at the November 17, 1975 California 
Democratic Convention in San Jose. The plank was authored by Kight, Fox, and Gerry Parker, 
and has since become a blueprint for other marginalized groups.20 The plank advocated first for 
the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment, followed by fourteen demands that included civil 
rights legislation to prohibit discrimination against gay people in the areas of housing, 
employment, public services, military service and contracts; the banning of compiling, 
maintenance, and/or dissemination of information on gay peoples and the “immediate destruction 
of all existing data”; the elimination of tax inequities victimizing single persons and same-gender 
couples; the establishment of an “Office of Gay Awareness” at the federal level; funding for gay 
social services organizations; and policy changes within the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) that would enable gay persons to seek housing loans and public housing.21 
This list of fifteen demands indicted the “straight state,” identified structural forms of 
discrimination, and created a road map for Kight and Fox to navigate politics and public policy 
with their newly formed Stonewall Democratic Club.  

The Los Angeles Times marveled at the “growing respectability of the gay rights movement in 
Democratic political circles – and the growing political might of homosexuals themselves, 
particularly in Los Angeles.” It was noted that politicians saw the advantage of gay rights leaders 
for their ability to deliver votes and political contributions.22 

In 1976, future President Jimmy Carter courted gay and lesbian voters. Carter was opposed to all 
discrimination, including sexual discrimination, and began speaking about the definition of 
“family,” introducing the idea of “pluralism of family life in America,” how families were 
“networks of relationships, rooted not in blood but on shared experiences, shared joys and 
sorrows.” Carter, however, did not endorse gay pride.23 Largely due to pressure from both 
Kight’s SDC and the GCSC, the Housing of Urban Development (HUD) changed the housing 
subsidy guidelines to include “any stable family relationship.” This changed the path going 
forward in securing housing rights for LGBT persons, and any person who did not fit into the 
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heterosexual definition of family. Kight and his colleagues burned through the “straight state,” 
destabilizing heteronormative welfare politics.24 

In 1976, Jimmy Carter appointed Kight to his Advisory Committee on Gay People where he 
advised the president on gay and lesbian issues.25 In the 1976 election, SDC endorsements 
overturned four veteran conservative judge assignments, which at the time was unprecedented in 
California electoral history.26 The same year, Kight co-founded the Gay and Lesbian 
Caucus/California Democratic Party.  

Kight and Howard Wallace joined together in 1977 to formulate the gay and lesbian response to 
the “depredations of the Coors Family on Gay/Lesbian issues.” One of the most pressing issues 
was when the Coors Brewing Company fired gay and lesbian workers without cause and gave 
new hires lie detector tests asking if they were gay. Coors Brewing Company forced lie-detector 
tests on new hires, random searches and seizures, forced physicals by company doctors, and 
layoffs or transfers of senior employees.27 Kight worked with local unions and organized a 
boycott against Coors distributed and served in gay and lesbian bars. The boycott received 
national press and highlighted a very powerful revenue source – “the gay dollar.” 

In 1978, Kight became a member of the California State Democratic Central Committee, the 
subcommittee on Civil and Human Rights, and a Co-Chair of the Delegate Selection/Affirmative 
Action Committee of the California Democratic Party.28 He authored numerous resolutions 
pushing for funding for social services, social service organizations like the GCSC, and 
protecting employee rights.29 He spoke before the House of Representatives on the issues of 
poverty and education of youth, and demanded that the concentration of discussion stay on topic 
rather than the house’s “single-minded preoccupation with homosexuality.” Kight urged that 
they “become a force for social change and not one of further confusing the social issues of the 
day.”30 

During election years, the Stonewall Democratic Club published a slate sheet, lobbying for 
candidates who would fight for LGBT rights. Kight and Fox served as founding President and 
Vice President respectively and both men continued to serve on its Board for the rest of their 
active years.31 Starting in Kight’s McCadden Place home, the SDC is now one of the largest 
Democratic Clubs in California and currently has thirty-eight chapters in the United States. The 
SDC endorsement is considered a must-have to win the Democratic ticket. 

No on Briggs Initiative Committee 

While Kight, his colleagues, and the Stonewall Democratic Club were remolding liberal politics, 
the “Moral Majority” and the New Right grew enraged at HUD’s decision to change the housing 
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subsidy guidelines, seeing it as “an attack on the family.”32 The late 1970s saw the repeal of 
many state ordinances that offered protection to gays and lesbians and much of the nation fell 
into a long period of conservatism and economic retrenchment. In the 1980s, a new aggressive 
conservatism burrowed into the Republican Party, forming a potent coalition that shaped the 
politics of the decade.33 

In 1977, singer-spokesperson Anita Bryant wrote a book called The Anita Bryant Story: The 
Survival of Our Nation’s Families and the Threat of Militant Homosexuality. Bryant led the 
Religious Right’s war against gays and lesbians in Florida under the guise of “saving our 
children.”34  

The “Save Our Children” campaign sought to repeal a local Dade County, Florida ordinance 
which prohibited discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. The campaign was based on 
conservative Christian beliefs that homosexuality was a sin and a threat of “homosexual 
recruitment” of children and child molestation. Her campaign marked the beginning of an 
organized opposition to gay rights that spread across the nation.35 The Florida voters supported 
the repeal. The same Religious Right that had organized to fight the ratification of the Equal 
Rights Amendment now had a new enemy – the “liberated” gay and lesbian. Bryant’s crusade 
was seen as a growing national trend of deep-rooted animosity and fear of gays and lesbians. 

In anticipation of this growing wave of aggressive homophobia, Kight and lesbian activist Ivy 
Bottini formed an ad-hoc committee called the Coalition for Human Rights at Kight’s McCadden 
Place home. The Coalition was made up of political, educational, legal, and social service 
groups. The Coalition’s purpose was to organize the gay and lesbian community nationwide in 
organizing boycotts, voter mobilization, education, legislation lobbying, and media coordination. 
The most immediate pressure was to effectively prepare for what Anita Bryant and the Religious 
Right were going to bring to California. Three days after they formed the Coalition, Kight and 
Bottini staged a “Stop Anita Bryant” march in Hollywood; over 9000 protestors from all over 
Southern California marched and $2200 was raised. The mobilization of the march was done at 
McCadden Place and largely over Kight’s home phoneline. 36 

As predicted by Kight, John Briggs of the Orange County legislature sponsored Proposition 6 
which sought to ban gays and lesbians from working in California public schools. Briggs called 
it the “California Defend Our Children” initiative.37 It qualified for the November state ballot 
and was commonly referred to as the “the Briggs Initiative.”  

Kight quickly solicited the support of activists and colleagues, gay and straight friends, 
celebrities, and business groups across the nation; his efforts received unprecedented support and 
donations to the cause.38 Three main organizations formed to meet the threat of Proposition 6 – 
two of three were run out of Kight’s home – The No on Briggs/Proposition 6 Initiative 
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Committee (NOBIC) and the Committee Against the Briggs Initiative (CABI). All the groups 
were integral in the fight against the Briggs Initiative. 

Tuesday meetings were held weekly at McCadden Place and became strategy sessions on how to 
mass educate California voters and to have one-to-one contact with Californians. NOBIC 
sponsored Frank Vel’s cross-California “Walk Against Briggs.”39 Kight’s colleague, Frank Vel, 
walked from the Mexican border to the California-Oregon border in order to personally speak 
with voters about the proposition. Kight drove alongside Vel most of the way acting as Vel’s 
guide and guard, and to coordinate media and stops along the way. Vel walked 1200 miles in 83 
days. Together, they stopped in 200 communities and talked with over 5000 people.40  

In anticipation of this anti-gay and lesbian referendum on the 1978 ballot, Kight also held open 
SDC meetings every Thursday evening at McCadden Place. At these meetings, members would 
discuss the various SDC-endorsed candidates and how to defeat the Briggs Initiative.41 
Ultimately, Proposition 6 did not pass. When Briggs added a clause that made even knowing or 
associating with a gay person grounds for termination, Governor Jerry Brown and President 
Jimmy Carter came out against the initiative, followed by past Republican Governor and 
presidential candidate Ronald Reagan.  

The collective effort to defeat Prop 6 showed opponents the financial and organizational power 
and reach of gays and lesbians. It also showed that civil rights organizations, like the American 
Civil Liberties Union, would continue to fight for gay rights.42 Morris Kight said of the win – 
“We now have a vast reservoir of good will, or at least liquidated prejudice to rely on.”43  

Even with the defeat of the Briggs Initiative, backlash against the gay and lesbian community 
continued. At times Kight was optimistic noting that the work of Gay Liberation one day will be 
done but that “no one believes that the goals of Gay Liberation will be finished in this 
generation, but the spirit has been ignited.”44 But Kight had concerns about the general direction 
of the Gay Liberation Movement with his decision to enter politics rather than advocating “for 
basic education of the non-gay public.” He said, “we’re being licked here and there by being 
‘reactive.’ We move, they move with larger forces than we do…. It makes us eternally reactive. I 
wish we’d done it differently. I wish we had never even tried all this legislation. It hasn’t 
changed the quality of life for gays one damn bit.”45 Kight started to believe that if people met 
out-gays, the movement would be light years ahead. 

Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission  

In 1979, Kight was appointed to the Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission by his 
friend and colleague Los Angeles County Supervisor Ed Edelman; Kight served on the 
commission for 22 years. The Commission was originally founded in response to the Zoot Suit 
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riots in 1943, working to improve intergroup relations between LA County’s ethnicities. The 
Commission is the oldest of its kind in the United States.46 

Under Kight’s influence and guidance, the Commission accomplished numerous firsts: the 
creation of the Crossroads Employment Agency to provide job-finding, counseling, skill-sharing, 
and skills for job development in neighborhoods in crisis, and specifically with gays and 
lesbians;47 adding the term “gay bashing” to the annual report on hate crimes; collaborated with 
the Los Angeles Unified School District to develop policies and procedures for data collection 
and reporting hate crimes and bias-motivated incidents which resulted in the founding of Project 
10, a life-saving program for generations of gay and lesbian youth; held a Corporate Advisory 
committee panel discussion regarding discrimination against gays and lesbians in the public 
sector;48 and held a public hearing on prejudice and discrimination based on sexual orientation. 

In 1984, Kight was elected Vice President of the Commission and in 1988, in a historic vote, he 
was elected President. As President, he became the first openly gay person to serve as president 
on a commission in Los Angeles County. Kight was now considered the “elder statesman of the 
gay community.”49 

With 22 years on the Commission, Morris Kight is the longest-seated, openly gay appointee in 
the history of the United States. Zev Yaroslavsky, former Los Angeles City Councilmember, 
made Kight an honorary commissioner – “we put Morris on the pedestal he belongs.”50 

Kight’s tenure on the Commission also saw the continuation of trying times for the gay and 
lesbian community. On the federal level, the Democratic Party eliminated the fought-for clause 
from their charter – “non-discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation” – which posed a huge 
problem in securing grants needed for gay and lesbian organizations and causes. In addition, the 
police continued to treat gays and lesbians as if they were status offenders. Using his platform, 
Kight regularly spoke and wrote to the United States Congress and the House Committee on 
Oversight and Reform to address these issues.51  

The AIDS Crisis 

At McCadden Place, Kight’s garden was his ultimate solace; especially during the AIDS crisis. 
Kight would plant a tree or bush in memoriam for a friend; he soon had planted 22 trees. Some 
are still in existence. His friend, colleague, and fellow co-founder of the Stonewall Democratic 
Club, Howard Fox, died of AIDS. When Sheldon Andelson died, it was said that Morris Kight 
walked out to his garden and sighed because he had run out of land.52 “Planting trees is what I 
do, it is the metaphor for my life…. Trees are the future. I plant a thing that grows and gives 
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shade and fruit and succor to the downtrodden, the dusty and tired wayfarer. Hopefully, by 
planting trees and institutions I’ve made a few people less lonely in these 60 odd years.”53 

Kight was involved in the founding of Aids for AIDS in 1983, which provided funding for 
emergency rent, mortgage, and utility payments for people with AIDS, and helped found Being 
Alive in 1986, which was a militant activist group that fought for civil and moral rights of people 
with AIDS. In 1990, Kight formed Aunt Bee’s with Miki Jackson, a free laundry service for 
AIDS-afflicted persons and a thrift store which helped fund the organization. Aunt Bee’s picked 
up soiled bedding and linens from homebound patients with HIV and AIDS, then washed, dried 
and folded and delivered back to them.54 

Kight used the bullhorn of the Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission to make 
known the massive overcrowding at Los Angeles County hospitals causing people with AIDS-
related pneumonia have to wait up to four days in holding rooms.55 Kight also spoke about the 
rise of hate crimes against gays and people of color during the AIDS crisis, and the housing crisis 
affecting gays and lesbians from prejudiced landlords. And, in 1993, Kight introduced domestic 
partners legislation which passed soon after. 

Kight went back to his GLF-activism tactics during the AIDS crisis. He co-founded March On!, 
a political-action organization to promote understanding for people with AIDS. March-On! 
quickly went nationwide as they planned a successful statewide march on Sacramento and 
performed “die-ins” across the country.56 Kight organized multiple die-ins during the 1988 
Democratic and Republican National Conventions. “This country needs an all-out war against 
AIDS with more funding for research, health care, support programs, counseling, and 
anonymous-voluntary testing. A ‘die-in’ is a positive way to gain the delegate’s support. It is 
also an affirmation of our brothers and sisters who have succumbed to the disease,” Kight said. 
The die-ins were coordinated with ACT/UP (AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power), the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force, the National Association of Gay and Lesbian Democratic Clubs, 
and the Human Rights Campaign Fund.57  

Being the third largest concentration of AIDS cases in the United States, Los Angeles was far 
behind New York and San Francisco in providing hospice and home health care services for 
people with AIDS. With Kight’s guidance, the “No on 64” campaign to defeat Lyndon 
LaRouche’s AIDS quarantine proposition rolled into a coalition called “Los Angeles AIDS 
Hospice Committee,” which included Michael Weinstein, Laud Humphries, and Jackie 
Goldberg. 

In 1987, Kight and thirty colleagues spoke for seven hours detailing personal horror stories and 
bureaucratic red tape experiences of people with AIDS at the Los Angeles AIDS Hospice 
Committee public meeting. The meeting was also a plea to the Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors to provide funding for a rational and compassionate approach to dealing with the 
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AIDS crisis. The committee and protesters gathered at Board Supervisor’s Mike Antonovich’s 
home to protest the county’s negligence to provide care. Eventually the Board of Supervisors 
unanimously passed a plan to commit $1.5 million dollars to hospice care.58 The next year, the 
Board of Supervisors again voted unanimously to commit $2 million for AIDS programs, which 
quadrupled the county’s support for hospice programs. Over the next 30 years, the Los Angeles 
AIDS Hospice Committee (AIDS Healthcare Foundation) has become the largest global 
advocate and provider of HIV/AIDS medical services with the clear mission “to rid the world of 
AIDS.”59 

Gay Asian Pacific Support Network 

Prior to 1980 there were few places for gay and lesbian Asians; for the most part Asians felt 
isolated from the larger organized gay community. Morris Kight was instrumental in changing 
that dynamic. In 1980, Kight and Roy Kawasaki organized and hosted the first meeting of Asian 
Pacific lesbians and gays at McCadden Place. There were close to 20 people at the first meeting 
and within a month the group had grown to nearly 80 people. Eventually, the group formed a 
board, had potlucks, weekend retreats in Big Bear, and printed a newsletter. An offshoot group 
called Gay Asian Pacific Support Network (GAPSN) started in Los Angeles and quickly spread 
to other cities on the West Coast. In 1989, GAPSN presented Morris Kight with the Pacific 
Bridge Award.60 

The McCadden Place Collection 

Most of his life, Kight frequented yard sales, and thrift and antique shops. He collected 18th 
Century Dutch art, Native American art, Southwestern American art, Latino art, and Folk art. 
While living at McCadden Place, Kight devoted time to collecting paintings, photos, drawings, 
posters, and ephemera from the Gay Liberation Movement as well as the Civil Rights Movement 
and the Anti-Vietnam War Movement.  

Kight exhibited annually at Christopher Street West and he kept a rotating exhibit on the walls at 
McCadden Place. Kight’s many events allowed him to show his art collection to a broader 
public. As his collection became more well-known and prominent, an increasing number of 
quality works were donated to the collection by artists and other collectors. From his hospital 
bed, Kight signed over his McCadden Place Collection to ONE National Gay & Lesbian 
Archives. Since then, the McCadden Place Collection has been prominently exhibited at ONE 
Archives and in several of their publications.61 Morris Kight’s Papers, which includes 360 boxes 
of correspondence, videotapes, publications, and ephemera was donated to UCLA’s Special 
Collections Library.62 

“Leadership to the uncertain, pride to the demeaned, and comfort to the dying” – Al Martinez 
speaking about Morris Kight 
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In Kight’s later years, he turned his focus to the aging gay community. He spoke to the younger 
gay community on “how we survived” and to always remember that “old” is the best word of all. 
In 1992, he held a conference that focused on the concerns of the quality of gay life for seniors, 
legal issues, and housing needs.63  

Kight moved from McCadden Place in 1992; he died ten years later. Kight had helped countless 
organizations, causes, and people during his time at McCadden Place. He never waited for a call 
or a question; Kight “offered leadership to the uncertain, pride to the demeaned and comfort to 
the dying.”64 When he passed, the Los Angeles City Council and the California State Legislature 
adjourned in his memory.   

 

Criteria 2: Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, 
city, or local history. 

Morris Kight 

Morris Kight was born in Proctor, Texas on November 19, 1919. He was born into a poor 
farming family. He was named after Virginia Morris, the midwife who birthed him, because his 
family did not have the money to pay her for his delivery. Kight quickly had to learn the chores 
of the house and farm when his father was killed in an accident when he was seven years old.65 
In an interview with historian John D’Emilio, Kight called his time in Proctor growing up as a 
“stranger in my own home, a visitor in the village, not part of it [and] always alienated.”66 He did 
find solace in botany, books, collecting art, and tinkering with his family’s Model A Ford. 67  

In the mid-1930s, Kight and his mother owned and operated a roadside diner/food stand. There, 
he exercised his first act of civil disobedience when he knowingly seated an African-American 
couple in violation of the “mixing of the races” law. Kight was detained by the sheriffs for this 
act; he was sixteen years old.68 During this time, he was introduced to the writings of Mohandas 
Gandhi. He quickly felt an affinity to the practices of ahisma, the principle of nonviolence, and 
satyagraha, the truth force that guides nonviolent resistance. Kight practiced pacifism throughout 
his life; it especially had a profound influence in the gay liberation movement’s motives and 
tactics. Kight almost always signed his letters with a variation of “peace through love.”69 

Kight studied public administration and political science at Texas Christian University and 
graduated in 1941; he worked his way through university. He formed the Oscar Wilde study 
group, which was the first official and openly gay club on a university campus.70 There were 
occasional gatherings of gays at people’s homes but discretion was essential because of the 
oppressive legal and social situation for gays.71 While at university, he took the rigorous test for 
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the Roosevelt’s administration’s U.S. Career Service Training School, learned about public 
policy issues, specifically in the areas of civil liberties, civil rights, social service delivery, 
defense budgets, foreign policy, urban renewal, and housing, and formed an acquaintance with 
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt.72 

Kight opposed war and the cruelties of genocide and chemical warfare. He was active in World 
War II opposition efforts, including protests and later raising money to support genocide victims. 
During World War II, he served as a civilian administrator adjunct to the military in the Pacific 
Theater; his task was to plan governments and policies for the islands reoccupied or recently 
conquered.73  

After the war, he lived in various areas of the Southwest, on his own and with his mother, 
opening and running hotels and restaurants. He briefly worked for the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
but the institutionalized inequality and substandard treatment of the Native Americans he 
witnessed led him to quit. He soon joined local tribe leaders in organizing social services and 
public health services for New Mexico’s indigenous people.74 While in New Mexico, Kight 
discovered underground gay communities in Albuquerque and Santa Fe. He knew of several gay 
bars in Albuquerque that the police did not harass.75  

Kight married a woman in 1950. He had two daughters; he was married for five years. Kight let 
only his closest friends know he was married and had children, mostly for fear that his credibility 
as a spokesman for gay rights would be diminished.76  

From 1947 to 1956, Kight volunteered in the New Mexico venereal disease eradication program. 
He often drove people to the U.S. Public Health Service Venereal Disease Clinic in Hot Springs, 
Arizona.77 Kight was introduced to “homophile” pamphlets by actors from California when he 
worked in Albuquerque’s theater circuit. It was his first exposure to the Mattachine Society, a 
group he thought to be too elitist and too “bourgeois” for the young and soon-to-be radicalized 
gay liberation movement.78 

Kight decided to become a full-time activist upon moving to the “gay ghetto” of Bunker Hill in 
1957/58. Already a seasoned political and social activist, Kight printed business cards with his 
name, address and telephone number on them and handed them out. He helped gay men secure 
lawyers, seek treatment for venereal diseases, and counseled gay men who had been thrown out 
of their homes or lost their jobs. His phone number was widely circulated; he effectively created 
an underground social service entity for gay men in crisis.79 Upon moving to Los Angeles, he 
also created the Gay Liberation Resistance (GLR), a group that trained gays in how to practice 
non-violence with the police.80 
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Kight was also a popular opposition leader to the Vietnam War. In 1967, he co-founded the Dow 
Action Committee, an anti-war group that specifically protested the chemical company’s 
production of napalm and the defoliant Agent Orange for the U.S. Military. The committee and 
the surrounding protests became the one of the first successful corporate boycotts. He 
participated in teach-ins, demonstrations, fasts, and other pacifist demonstrations against the 
Vietnam War. Kight encouraged his gay friends and colleagues in the homophile movement to 
get involved with the committee but they feared being labeled communists or socialists.81  

For years, his friends Don Slater, Don Jackson, and Jim Kepner tried to convince Kight to devote 
himself entirely to the gay liberation movement. In response, Kight would either try to convince 
them to join the anti-war movement or gently nudge Kepner, in particular, toward his belief that 
the homophile conservatism and elitism of the gay liberation movement did not work. In a series 
of letters to Kepner, Kight acknowledged the homophile movement and what it had done to a 
point but Kight looked to the passion and immediacy of other movements for inspiration, like the 
anti-war movement, and groups like the Black Panthers and Peace and Freedom party.82 

“If only we had the moral character to see it, and could free ourselves of guilt feelings, feelings 
of inadequacy, and worst of all, shuffling papers. When I go to a homosex meeting and see a pile 
of reports I know that all ideas have died….”83 – Morris Kight 

A series of events led Kight to grab the reigns of a new radical gay liberation movement – the 
brutal murder of fellow gay man, Howard Efflund, by the Los Angeles Police Department; the 
Stonewall Riots and insurrection; and the “civilized” homophobia from the anti-Vietnam 
movement. Kight, Slater, and Jackson of the Los Angeles Free Press, “sent out a call,” and the 
Gay Liberation Front/Los Angeles (GLF/LA) chapter began. From the start, and for many 
decades to come, it was clear that Kight “was the chief driving force and fountainhead of new 
ideas – outrageous ideas which worked, and which got on TV.”84 

When interviewed by gay scholar John D’Emilio, Kight described the need of the GLF/LA – 
“No people can liberate themselves unless they engage in radical action.”85 He later reminisced 
that his singular goal through his years in the gay liberation movement was to “ease the fear and 
self-loathing we homosexuals seem to feel for ourselves.”86 

The GLF/LA meetings brought about excitement, action, and liberty; Kight believed it was his 
responsibility to “convince them that it was the most important thing in their world, and that they 
can achieve that, that only they stand between themselves and total freedom.”87 At the age of 50, 
Kight was organizing and managing protests, gay-ins, rap sessions, media hypes, and a gay crisis 
phone line from his Westlake home. Kight was brilliant with the media attention. He easily 
commanded a crowd of protestors or a news camera. His eloquence, direct nature, and 
graciousness was exactly what gay liberation needed moving forward. 
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Through the GLF/LA, Kight co-founded the Cristopher Street West (CSW) pride march/parade 
with Troy Perry and Bob Humphries to commemorate the first anniversary of the Stonewall 
Riots in New York. The purposes of both the CSW march/parade and the gay-ins held at Griffith 
Park was to encourage LGBT folks to come out of the closet and engender a positive self-
attitude. Kight also co-founded the Gay Community Services Center (GCSC) with fellow 
GLF/LA members, John Platania and Don Kilhefner; the services offered filled a wide gap of 
social services for the LGBT community. Kight, though, continued to offer his Westlake home 
as an overflow to the GCSC and always manned his phone line for calls. Kight served on the 
GCSC Board of Directors from 1971 to 1977. During this time, he served as president, vice 
president, and secretary. He worked full-time at the Center in various areas. He co-founded the 
Van Ness Recovery House, a rehabilitation facility serving gay alcoholics, and the Liberation 
House which provided “crisis housing” for gay runaways and “throwaways.”88 He was also 
responsible for the identification of three million dollars for the Center.89 

Kight would regularly speak to other gay liberation groups about the “new awakening of gay 
political power across America” and various growing gay political conventions. He would speak 
about gays realizing their own political and societal power.90 He offered advice on how to 
organize and finance social action programs because of the monumental success of the GCSC.91 
Kight supported and was involved in San Diego’s opening of their own LGBT Center in 1973 
and San Diego’s first gay pride parade in 1974.92 To the mainstream media, he offered simple 
explanations of what gay meant – modern and self-identifying, “dancing, mowing the lawn, 
washing the dishes, loving and living like other people…we are a fact, like age and birth.”93 Put 
simply, anytime Kight was asked to speak or march or offer assistance, he was there. 

By the time Kight moved on to his next residence at McCadden Place in Hollywood, the social 
and institutional picture of lesbians and gays had largely changed. There was little questioning 
that “gay was good” – there were over 1,000 gay and lesbian organizations, cities across the 
nation were holding gay pride parades, there were new economic opportunities for gay-oriented 
businesses – the message of gay pride had altered the way gays and lesbians lived and how they 
understood their lives and identity.94 Kight now pivoted, along with his colleagues, to political 
matters. 

In 1975, Kight co-founded the Stonewall Democratic Club to serve as a bull-horn for LGBT 
governmental issues and to help gay-friendly politicians get elected. There are currently 35 
active chapters nationwide. In 1976, Jimmy Carter appointed Kight to his Advisory Committee 
on Gay People where he advised the president on gay and lesbian issues. In 1977, Kight led the 
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Coors Beer Boycott when the beer company fired LGBT workers without cause and gave new 
hires lie detector tests asking if they were gay.95  

The new visibility of the LGBT community prompted a homophobic backlash. In the late 1970s, 
singer-spokesperson Anita Bryant lodged an attack against Floridian gay and lesbian teachers in 
her “Save the Children” campaign. Her movement gained the attention California Congressman 
John Briggs who managed to get Proposition 6, better known as the Briggs Initiative, on the 
California state ballot. The 1978 failed proposition sought to ban gays and lesbians from working 
in public schools. The national effort that Kight and others developed to defeat the Briggs 
Initiative displayed a new level of political astuteness and defining power in the LGBT 
community.96 

Kight opened his McCadden Place home to “First Tuesdays,” an open meeting for gays and 
lesbians needing help or services. Fellow activist Bob Dallmeyer described “First Tuesdays” as a 
“form of a public address system, the ultimate networking in our community.” Kight offered 
space in his new home for meetings to anyone in the community. He held his annual “Winter 
Solstice” parties, which featured prominent politicians, entrepreneurs, entertainers, writers, 
playwrights, and the down-and-out who came in for a meal and community.97 Powerful people 
like San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown, California Governor Gray Davis, author Gore Vidal, 
Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley and local politicians and judges would regularly attend. 

Kight was appointed to the LA County Human Relations Commission in 1979. He was one of 
the earliest gay appointees to a high-level position in county government. Kight felt it was 
“hugely important for the community to know that I was on that commission and could focus the 
attentions of the county on gay and lesbian issues when no one wanted to talk about them.” He 
was on first-name basis with City Councilmembers and U.S. senators alike. His conviction, 
humor, and understanding of the process of social change and human inaction made him an 
invaluable leader.98 He was on the commission for 23 years. 

In 1980, he founded the Asian Pacific Gays and Friends, which became the Gay Asian Pacific 
Network (GAPSN), to be a resource for the Los Angeles LGBT Asian-Pacific Islander 
community. In 1984, he founded the McCadden Place Collection, a collection of art, ephemera, 
correspondence, and other records that document and chronicle the emergence of the nationwide 
gay liberation movement and his personal involvement. The collection was originally housed at 
his home and he would have regular showings.99 Kight’s McCadden Place Collection is now 
housed at ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives in Los Angeles. 

Kight was on Board of Directors of Aid for AIDS and the United States Mission/Hudson House, 
and even helped run Out of the Closet thrift stores and Aunt Bee’s, a free laundry and 
housekeeping service for AIDS patients with activist and friend Miki Jackson. He received 
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numerous accolades throughout the 1980s and even after his death in 2003, including the Eason 
Monroe Courageous Advocate Award from the American Civil Liberties Union, the Eleanor 
Roosevelt Humanitarian Award from the Southern Californian Americans for Democratic 
Action, and a Chinese magnolia tree was planted in honor of Kight at the Matthew Shepard 
Memorial Triangle in West Hollywood. The Gay Community Services Center made him an 
honoree of the Morris Kight Humanitarian Award. When he retired from the LA County Human 
Relations Commission in 2002, County Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky made him an honorary 
commissioner. In 2003, the City of Los Angeles named the corner of Hollywood Boulevard and 
McCadden Place “Morris Kight Square.” Unveiling the sign, Los Angeles Mayor, Eric Garcetti 
said his hope was that the Square would “inspire the activists of tomorrow.”100 (There is also a 
plaque commemorating the first Christopher Street West pride parade the same intersection.) 

At Kight’s last LA County Human Relations Commission hearing, Yaroslavsky called him “a 
living legend in the gay and lesbian struggle for equality.” Kight’s last words at that meeting 
assured everyone that “I won’t stop working.”101 
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Activist Morris Kight was a determined and courageous--if sometimes eccentric--
fighter for glbtq rights. He worked vigorously for decades in the struggle for equality.

Morris Kight was born in Comanche County in the heart of Texas on November 19,
1919. He grew up on the family farm. Kight recognized his sexual orientation as a
youngster. He stated in a 1994 interview that he began exploring his sexuality while in
high school and that he was "happy to say that [he] didn't have a trace of guilt feeling
about that."

Kight went on to study at Texas Christian University, from which he graduated in 1941.
During these years in Fort Worth he was, in his own words, "somewhat active as a gay person," although the
social scene for gay men was extremely limited. He recalled "occasional gatherings" at people's homes.
Discretion was essential because of the oppressive legal and social situation for gay men.

After graduation Kight moved to New Mexico. There he discovered "underground gay communities" in
Albuquerque and Santa Fe. At the time, he recalled, Albuquerque had several gay bars to which police
generally turned a blind eye. Kight described the gay scene in 1940s and 1950s New Mexico as "furtive"--
necessarily so since men convicted under the state's sodomy law faced a prison term.

Kight married in 1950. The union, which lasted until 1955, produced two daughters. Once Kight became a
gay rights activist he avoided mentioning his marriage to any but a few of his closest friends, apparently for
fear that his credibility as a spokesman for gay rights would be diminished.

Kight moved to Los Angeles in 1958. He had worked with a theater group in Albuquerque in the early 1950s
but was generally more interested in being a social activist than in earning a salary. Nevertheless, he
needed some source of income. For four years he had a part-time job as a novelty vendor at Dodger
Stadium during baseball games.

He also began holding semi-annual "garage sales" at which he sold antiques picked up on the cheap at thrift
shops. In time, dealers and well-to-do buyers, including Liberace, became regular attenders of his sales.

In Los Angeles Kight found a much more vibrant gay community than those he had known in Texas or New
Mexico. Kight became involved, opening his house for meetings to foster gay identity and pride, and helping
arrested gay men secure lawyers so that they could get out of jail.

As the war in Vietnam escalated, Kight, a Ghandian pacifist, devoted an increasing amount of time to
protests against it. He first became well known not for championing glbtq rights but for the founding in
1967 of the Dow Action Committee, an anti-war group protesting the chemical company's production of
Agent Orange. For his efforts he was vilified as a Communist sympathizer, but he persisted. He encouraged
gay men and lesbians to join him in the cause but met with a mixed response. Many were leery of the

http://www.glbtq.com


strong presence of Socialists in the organization, but others worked with Kight in demonstrations, sit-ins,
leafleting campaigns, and other forms of non-violent actions.

To this point Kight, though a fixture in the underground gay community in Los Angeles, had not joined more
visible homophile groups such as the Mattachine Society, which he considered elitist. In the wake of
Stonewall, however, he became one of the founders of the Los Angeles branch of the Gay Liberation Front
(GLF) in December 1969.

One of the Los Angeles GLF's first activities was a protest against a West Hollywood chili parlor called
Barney's Beanery, which had a sign that read "Fagots [sic] Stay Out." Led by Kight and the Reverend Troy
Perry of the Metropolitan Community Church, gay men and lesbians demonstrated outside the restaurant,
demanding removal of the offensive sign.

When the owner, who had in fact never denied anyone service, refused to take down the sign--and indeed
added more--Kight and other protesters began coming in, ordering a single item, and remaining for hours.
Since the owner was losing money, he repeatedly called the Sheriff's Office to try to evict the protesters.
After three months the owner relented and took down the signs, handing them over to Kight and others.

The victory was short-lived. Once the protesters and the news media had departed, the owner replaced the
sign. It only came down for good in 1984 when Valerie Terrigno, the first lesbian mayor of West Hollywood,
removed it herself as soon as the city council passed an anti-discrimination ordinance.

Kight was a firm believer in the importance of media attention, and he relished the spotlight, which is
exactly where he put himself in 1970, only a few months after the Barney's Beanery demonstrations. GLF
member Don Jackson had proposed that some two hundred gay men and lesbians should move to the tiny
community of Alpine County, California, register to vote, and then take control of the local government.

Jackson's plan was to proceed quietly, but that was not Kight's style. In short order he and fellow GLF
member Don Kilhefner were calling press conferences to announce the new "gay Mecca." The story received
nationwide coverage but also drew a lot of hostility, and the plan never went forward. Kight's heavy-handed
tactics caused a rift between him and some other leaders in the gay rights movement, but he never
stopped working in the way that he thought best.

Another of Kight's early projects was the organization of Christopher Street West, a march held in Los
Angeles on June 28, 1970, the first anniversary of the Stonewall uprising in New York. Los Angeles Police
Commission officials attempted to block the event by denying a permit unless the organizers put up the
exorbitant sum of 1.5 million dollars in security bonds. The Reverend Perry sought the help of the American
Civil Liberties Union, which won a court order that allowed the parade to proceed and eliminated the
onerous costs. Christopher Street West has evolved into one of the country's largest pride parades. Kight
was a frequent participant over the years, last marching in Christopher Street West in 1999.

Kight was also instrumental in establishing the Gay Community Services Center (later renamed the Los
Angeles Gay & Lesbian Community Services Center), which opened its doors in October 1971. The center
was registered as a non-profit corporation, allowing donors to receive tax deductions for their contributions
and permitting the center to apply for government grants. From distinctly modest beginnings it has grown
to be the largest gay and lesbian services center in the world, offering a wide range of legal, medical, and
social services. In his final years Kight cited the founding of the center as one of the achievements of which
he was proudest.

In founding the Gay Community Services Center Kight was working within the system; nevertheless, his
leftist politics and his occasionally outrageous tactics struck some in the glbtq rights movement as too
radical and potentially detrimental to the goal of gaining acceptance for glbtq people in the wider society.
One person holding this opinion was David Goodstein, who bought the gay newspaper The Advocate in 1975
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and immediately began to transform it into a slick magazine. One of his first moves was to ban reporting on
people whose activities he considered deleterious to the cause. Kight was chief among them.

Goodstein took things a step further, sending young reporter Randy Shilts to do an "exposé" on Kight. Shilts
found no basis for a negative article on Kight, refused to write such a piece, and eventually left the
magazine. Several years later Goodstein attempted to repair the breach by inviting Kight to participate in
the Advocate Experience, a confrontational consciousness-raising group that he sponsored. Kight declined,
saying, "I don't think I'd care to join a cult."

Kight never flagged in his efforts to empower glbtq people. In 1975 he founded the Stonewall Democratic
Club to give glbtq people a stronger voice in politics.

Kight also spearheaded the boycott of the Coors Brewing Company to protest its discriminatory employment
policies. After the company dropped the offensive practices and began donating money to glbtq
organizations to lure back customers, Kight was among those who called for keeping the boycott in place
because the Coors family's foundations continued to make major contributions to right-wing organizations
inimical to glbtq rights.

When California State Senator John Briggs proposed an amendment to ban homosexual teachers from the
public schools in 1978, Kight was one of many to join the fight against it. In the end the measure, opposed
by a wide variety of groups, went down to a solid defeat, giving the young movement for equality a rare
victory at the polls.

In the early 1980s Kight was appointed a member of the Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission,
on which he served for twenty years, retiring in 2002. Among the projects he implemented during his
tenure was the Crossroads Employment Agency, the first specifically created to assist gay men and lesbians.

Kight remained an active participant in the glbtq rights movement until the very end of his long life. On his
eighty-third birthday in 2002 he appeared before the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors to call for
better services for people with HIV/AIDS. Another of his final projects was to have a corner in West
Hollywood designated the Matthew Shepard Memorial Triangle in honor of the gay college student who was
the victim of a savage homophobic murder.

Kight left a lasting legacy in the 3,000-piece Morris Kight Collection, which contains both fine art by gay
men and lesbians and a variety of memorabilia including posters and photographs documenting the struggle
for glbtq rights. Shortly before his death Kight donated this valuable resource to the ONE Institute.

Kight, who had suffered several strokes in his last years, was hospitalized in December 2002 because of
various health problems including cancer and heart trouble. He spent his final weeks at the Carl Bean
House, a hospice of the AIDS Healthcare Foundation, which donated its services in recognition of Kight's
many years of support for the organization.

Kight died peacefully in his sleep on January 19, 2003. He was survived by his companion of twenty-five
years, Roy Zucheran.

A tireless worker but something of a maverick, Kight never achieved the leadership role in the glbtq rights
movement that he undoubtedly would have wanted. As he grew older he was somewhat eclipsed by new
generations of leaders who used different tactics to gain equal rights. Toward the end of his life, however,
he was "rediscovered" by younger glbtq rights supporters, who appropriately honored him for the pioneering
work on which they are now able to build.
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Coors Boycott contingent

powerful are now forced to decide how to relate to

this historic moment in the LGBTQ struggle for

equality.

Some candidates, mainly Democrats like Hillary

Clinton, who only a short time ago refused to

endorse marriage equality at all, are already

rushing to pretend that they are lifelong allies of

the movement. Others, right-wing bigots, will use

their reactionary and false version of history as an

attempt to incite more hatred and violence against LGBTQ people, and to

sow divisions among all workers on the issue of civil rights.

The spectacular ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court, however, did not come

about suddenly. Rather, the ruling was the result of a dramatic sea-change

in public opinion on the issue of marriage equality, in response to decades

of struggle carried out over decades in cities large and small.

https://www.liberationnews.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/coors.jpg


11/5/2019 The Coors Boycott: The LGBTQ movement and people's counter-offensive against the right | Liberation News

https://www.liberationnews.org/the-coors-boycott-the-lgbt-movement-and-the-peoples-counter-offensive-against-the-right/ 3/12

Morris Kight

The struggle against Coors Beer, embodied in the Coors Beer

Boycott that began in 1977 and continued through the Reagan

years and beyond, is an important example of working class

unity that took up the banner of LGBTQ rights through an

unshakable alliance of gay activists and organizations, labor

unions, immigrant rights groups and other anti-racist sectors,

setting the basis for the unity that these movements share

today.

Reagan’s breaking of the PATCO air traffic controllers union in

1981 exemplified the first shot in a huge offensive against labor

and working people in general — in which the unions lost over 5

million members during those years.

The Coors Beer Boycott was a counter-offensive of the people against

Reagan’s anti-labor offensive — one of the most wide-spread and militant

labor struggles in decades. In 1977, ferociously anti-union Coors Beer moved
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Scott Smith

Coors Boycott poster

to smash the union after a strike of nearly 1,500 workers in

1977. Part of the anti-union campaign was to fire without

cause workers suspected of being lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans,

or queer from its Colorado-based brewery.

At the same time, the Coors family

was the funding power behind anti-

immigrant legislation in Colorado,

California and other states. A large

number of the union fighters at

Coors were immigrants from

Mexico. For years there was no

women’s bathroom at the Coors

Brewery as management refused to

hire women. Workers who applied

for positions at Coors underwent lie

detector tests in which they were
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asked their opinions about collective bargaining and if they were

homosexual.

In 1975 Coors reluctantly agreed not to discriminate against Blacks, Latinos

and women after a settlement was reached under the federal Equal

Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) lawsuit against Coors. Joseph

Coors, a founder of the right-wing think-tank, the Heritage Foundation,

became the corporate poster-child for the Reagan administration and the

target of an unprecedented united fightback movement—a new movement

that concurrently emerged along with the AIDS movement and after the first

march for LGBTQ rights in Washington, D.C. in 1979. The alliance of these

forces at the time laid the basis for the current united movement of today.

Morris Kight and Scott Smith, two exemplary leaders

Morris Kight is recognized by many as one of the founding members of the

modern day LBGTQ movement. Kight was a close collaborator with Harry
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Hay. Both men are credited with forming the Mattachine Society. Along with

the Daughters of Bilitis, a lesbian rights organization, Mattachine was one of

the first gay rights organization in the U.S.

Harry Hay was a communist activist, labor organizer, anti-war, anti-racist

fighter, and advocate for Native Rights. Morris Kight was a close collaborator

with several organizers who today are members of the Party for Socialism

and Liberation.

Kight was never a narrow gay rights advocate. His work as early as the 1940

included in many civil rights and labor actions. Along with forming the

Mattachine Society, he also organized the Dow Action Committee in 1967,

organizing protests against the Dow Chemical company for producing Agent

Orange used against the people of Vietnam in the U.S. war of aggression in

Southeast Asia.
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But perhaps, Kight was best known in his role for linking the LGBTQ rights

movement at the time with the larger people’s counter offensive against the

right-wing, when he called a powerful demonstration at Outfest, a gay and

lesbian film festival, in 1977, after organizers for the LGBTQ social event

accepted funding from Coors Beer. He used the opportunity to educate the

LGBTQ community about the racist, anti-labor and anti-LGBTQ practices of

Coors Beer, forging a new alliance that succeeded in banning Coors Beer

forever from the event. Although other organizations later called an end to

the boycott of Coors Beer, the boycott continues until today, where it is

virtually impossible to find a gay bar selling Coors Beer.

As Kight was pushing back the bigots in Southern California, activist Scott

Smith, born in Florida and raised in Mississippi, took to the front lines of the

Coors Beer boycott in San Francisco.

Scott Smith’s name may not be recognizable to many. He had a romantic

relationship with Harvey Milk, the first openly gay elected official in the
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United States, who won a seat on the San Francisco City Council in 1977.

Milk was assassinated by the bigoted ex-cop Dan White the next year.

Scott Smith, however, played an important role in Milk’s own political

development and remained an ally and friend of Milk even after their

relationship ended. Smith brought the Coors Boycott to Harvey Milk’s

attention, who used his position as an openly gay elected official to push

forward the labor/LGBTQ/immigrant alliance that was forming in the Bay

Area at the time through the militancy of the Coors Boycott.

Gay activists at the time secured full agreement of gay establishments not to

sell Coors Beer, dramatically dumping Coors beers down the drain and into

the streets. These actions, orchestrated by Smith, spread to securing the

boycott in LGBTQ venues across the country.

Smith died in 1995 of AIDS-related pneumonia at the age of 46.
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There were many others in the LGBTQ movement who played key roles,

such as Howard Wallace, an openly gay Teamster who helped establish the

the labor-LGBTQ alliance; and of course, and the untold number of rank and

file community members who would not support any establishment that

served Coors Beer or any of their products.

Coors Beer did not just sit there in the face of this this new united

movement. Coors tried tooth and nail to split up this emerging powerful

alliance of Blacks, Latinos, immigrants, women and LGBTQ community

activists who stood together shoulder to shoulder no matter what.

In 1984, Arthur Osborn, Pres. of the Massachusetts AFL-CIO, denounced

Coors at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, and the students

soon thereafter banned the beer from campus. The momentum of the labor

movement in general was a forward march to smash Coors and send a

signal to racists, bigots and anti-labor companies. Even the non-AFL-CIO
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National Education Association with nearly 2 million members was

pressured by its members to support the boycott of Coors.

Coors appealed to the African American community with promises of $650

million in community investments and jobs, but less than 5 percent of that

was accepted by members of the Black community, who, due to the struggle,

were aware of Coors’ virulent racism.

As the boycott grew and more and more joined the campaign and picked up

the banner, the movement in different parts of the U.S. learned from each

other and saw, in a mass way, that unity, unshakable unity, is key in winning

victories. Campaigns such as the Coors Beers Boycott nurtured allies for the

LGBTQ movement that propelled it forward to where it has won tremendous

concessions today. We can continue to win even more, and push forward,

recognizing how the movement has been built thus far through unity and

militant struggle.
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Name: McCadden‐DeLongpre‐Leland Residential Historic District 

 

 

Description: 

The McCadden‐De Longpre‐Leland Residential Historic District is a concentration of pre‐World War II residences in central 

Hollywood. The district is flat and moderate in size. It encompasses an L‐shaped area that includes parcels on the 1300 block 

of McCadden Place, the 6600‐6700 blocks of DeLongpre Avenue, the 6700 block of Leland Way, and the 1400 block of Las 

Palmas Avenue.  

The district is primarily composed of detached, single‐family houses that were built between the very early 20th century and 

the 1920s. These houses are sited on deep, narrow lots, are one or two stories in height, and are designed in the Craftsman 

style, though some of the earlier houses exhibit characteristics of Late Victorian era styles. Common architectural features 

include low‐pitched roofs with wide eaves and exposed rafters, broad porches, wood clapboard siding, and multi‐light wood 

windows. Most houses feature a detached garage or ancillary building at the rear of the lot. Common alterations include the 

replacement of original doors and windows, some limited replacement of original wall cladding, and the addition of security 

bars and perimeter fences. Rear additions have also been made to several houses. 

Interspersed between these houses are a few low density, early 20th century multi‐family dwellings that generally 

complement the neighborhood’s prevailing scale and character, as well as a few examples of larger‐scale multi‐family 

properties – mostly apartment houses – that post‐date World War II and do not contribute to the district. 

Streets in the district are narrow and adhere to the rectilinear grid along which most of Hollywood is oriented. Streetscape 

features are limited to concrete sidewalks and narrow parkways; the parkways are planted with a somewhat sporadic 

assortment of trees and shrubs. Many of the properties – and especially those along McCadden Place – are partially 

obscured from public view by a tall hedge or perimeter fence. 

 

Significance: 

The McCadden‐De Longpre‐Leland Residential Historic District is significant for conveying patterns of streetcar 

suburbanization in Hollywood. Its scale and character are indicative of the type of residential development that developed 

alongside Los Angeles’s expansive network of streetcar lines in the early 20th century. The period of significance has been 

identified as 1906‐1923, which accounts for the district’s primary period of development. Within the district are 57 

properties, of which 45 (79%) contribute to its significance. Due to alterations to some individual buildings and some infill 

development, the district may not retain sufficient integrity for listing in the National Register. 

The district comprises portions of three contiguous residential tracts that were subdivided in the early 20th century: Boyle 

Place (1904), Strong and Dickinson’s Hollywood High School Tract (1905), and Tract 1060 (1910). These tracts were 

strategically located near a number of major streetcar routes, which provided residents with convenient access to central 

Hollywood and the downtown central business district. Their subdivision is associated with patterns of suburbanization that 

played a heavy hand in shaping the built environment of Hollywood during the early 20th century. 

Lots within these tracts were sold and developed individually. To ensure that the neighborhood retained a sense of cohesion 

as it developed, restrictions accompanied the sale of each lot, requiring that houses abide by common setback requirements 

and minimum construction costs. Development within all three tracts occurred contemporaneously. Almost all of the lots 

were developed in the 1910s with modest Craftsman style bungalows; however, a few featured small‐scale multi‐family 

buildings that were compatible with the adjacent stock of single‐family houses. The neighborhood was built out by the mid‐

1920s, though a few properties were redeveloped in the post‐World War II era. 
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Context 1: 

Context:  Residential Development and Suburbanization, 1850‐1980 

Sub context:  No Sub‐context 

Theme:  Streetcar Suburbanization, 1888‐1933 

Sub theme:  Suburban Planning and Development, 1888‐1933 

Property type:  Streetcar Suburb 

Property sub type:  Neighborhood 

Criteria:  A/1/1 

Status code:  3CS;5S3 

Reason:  Significant example of an early 20th century residential neighborhood that was developed in 

proximity to a streetcar line. Due to alterations to some individual buildings and some infill 

development, may not retain sufficient integrity for listing in the National Register. 
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Additional Contemporary Photos 

 

1428 North McCadden Place – Morris Kight Residence 
West elevation 
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020 
 
 

 

1428 North McCadden Place – Morris Kight Residence 
West elevation, front door  
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020 
 



 
 

 
 
1428 North McCadden Place – Morris Kight Residence 
West elevation, view from street 
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020 
 
 
 

 
 
1428 North McCadden Place – Morris Kight Residence 
North elevation 
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020 



 
 
1428 North McCadden Place – Morris Kight Residence 
East elevation 
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020 
 
 

 
 
1428 North McCadden Place – Morris Kight Residence 
South elevation 
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020 
 



 
 
1428 North McCadden Place – Morris Kight Residence 
Small structure behind subject property (address is 1430 North McCadden Place) 
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020 
 
 

 
 
1428 North McCadden Place – Morris Kight Residence 
Storage structures behind subject property 
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020 
 



Historical Photos 

 

 

CABI, NOBIC headquarters at McCadden Place, 1975 
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Public Library, Archives of Sexuality and Gender 
 

 



 

 

 
“No on 6” fundraiser at McCadden Place, 1977 
Photo courtesy: Mary Ann Cherry, Morris Kight: Humanist, Liberationist, Fantabulist 
 

 

  

 



 

“No on 6” fundraiser at McCadden Place, 1977 
Photo courtesy: Mary Ann Cherry, Morris Kight: Humanist, Liberationist, Fantabulist 
 

 

Los Angeles Mayor Bradley and Kight, 1977 
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Public Library, Archives of Sexuality and Gender, Newsletter of Stonewall Democratic Club 



  

Morris Kight with Harvey Milk (and Christopher S. Dogg) at McCadden Place, 1978 
Photo courtesy: ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives 
 
 

 

Morris Kight and Governor Jerry Brown, 1978 
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Public Library, Archives of Sexuality and Gender, Philadelphia Gay News 



 

Jim Kepner and Morris Kight, 1978 
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Public Library, Archives of Sexuality and Gender 
 
 



 
 
Stonewall Democratic Club ad/meeting notice, 1978 
Photo courtesy: ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives 
 
 

 
 
NOBIC headquarters at McCadden Place, 1978 
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Public Library, Archives of Sexuality and Gender 



 

 

Gore Vidal, Ed Edelman, and Morris Kight at McCadden Place, 1980s 
Photo courtesy: USC Digital Archives, ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives 



 

Morris Kight at McCadden Place, circa 1980 
Photo courtesy: USC Digital Archives, ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives 
 



 

Morris Kight at McCadden Place, circa 1980 
Photo courtesy: USC Digital Archives, ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives 
 

 

Morris Kight at McCadden Place, circa 1980 
Photo courtesy: ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives, Mary Ann Cherry 



 

Morris Kight during his annual solstice party at McCadden Place, 1981 
Photo courtesy: Mary Ann Cherry, Morris Kight: Humanist, Liberationist, Fantabulist 



 

Morris Kight’s McCadden Residence, interior, 1984 
Photo courtesy: USC Digital Archives, ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives 
 

 

 



 

Morris Kight sworn in as Vice President of Los Angeles Human Relations Commission, 1984 
Photo courtesy: Frontiers Magazine 
 
 

 

Morris Kight and Jim Kepner at McCadden Place, 1985 
Photo courtesy: USC Digital Archives, ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives 



 

Morris Kight at McCadden Place, 1985 
Photo courtesy: LA Weekly 
 



 

Morris Kight at McCadden Place, 1986 
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Times 
 

 

 



 

Small portion of Kight’s art collection at McCadden Place, 1986 
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Times 
 
 

 

Morris Kight with his beloved best friend at McCadden Place, 1988 
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Times 



 

Morris Kight with Los Angeles Councilmember Goldberg, 1993 
Photo courtesy: Frontiers Magazine 
 
 

 

Morris Kight as Grand Marshall, 1995 
Photo courtesy: Gay and Lesbian Times 



 
 

 
 
Morris Kight at McCadden Place letterhead, 1980s-1990s 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Morris Kight at McCadden Place letterhead, date unknown 
 
 
 
 

 

Morris Kight on Hollywood Boulevard, blocks away from his McCadden Place and where the first CSW parade/march was held, 1999 
Photo courtesy: Los Angeles Times 
 



 

Kight speaks at McCadden Place, date unknown 
Photo courtesy: Live on Tape, The Life and Times of Morris Kight, Liberator 
 

 

Kight visits his McCadden Place with documenatarian, 1999 
Photo courtesy: Live on Tape, The Life and Times of Morris Kight, Liberator 
 



 

Kight visits his McCadden Place with documenatarian, 1999 
Photo courtesy: Live on Tape, The Life and Times of Morris Kight, Liberator 
 
 
 
 



 

Morris Kight Square, located at McCadden Place and Hollywood Boulevard 
Photo courtesy: Kate Eggert, 2020 
 

 

Christopher Street West plaque in sidewalk, located at McCadden Place and Hollywood Boulevard 
Photo courtesy: Kate Eggert, 2020 
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PARCEL PROFILE REPORT
 Address/Legal Information

 PIN Number 147A185   156

 Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated) 7,141.0 (sq ft)

 Thomas Brothers Grid PAGE 593 - GRID E5

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5547022007

 Tract BOYLE PLACE

 Map Reference M B 6-45

 Block None

 Lot 18

 Arb (Lot Cut Reference) None

 Map Sheet 147A185

 Jurisdictional Information

 Community Plan Area Hollywood

 Area Planning Commission Central

 Neighborhood Council Central Hollywood

 Council District CD 13 - Mitch O'Farrell

 Census Tract # 1907.02

 LADBS District Office Los Angeles Metro

 Permitting and Zoning Compliance Information

 Administrative Review None

 Planning and Zoning Information

 Special Notes None

 Zoning RD1.5-1XL

 Zoning Information (ZI) ZI-2374 State Enterprise Zone: Los Angeles

  ZI-2488 Redevelopment Project Area: Hollywood

  ZI-2452 Transit Priority Area in the City of Los Angeles

 General Plan Land Use Low Medium II Residential

 General Plan Note(s) Yes

 Hillside Area (Zoning Code) No

 Specific Plan Area None

      Subarea None

      Special Land Use / Zoning None

 Historic Preservation Review No

 Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None

 Other Historic Designations None

 Other Historic Survey Information None

 Mills Act Contract None

 CDO: Community Design Overlay None

 CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay None

      Subarea None

 CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up None

 HCR: Hillside Construction Regulation No

 NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No

 POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts None

 RFA: Residential Floor Area District None

 RIO: River Implementation Overlay No

 SN: Sign District No

PROPERTY ADDRESSES

1428 N MCCADDEN PL

1430 N MCCADDEN PL

 

ZIP CODES

90028

 

RECENT ACTIVITY

ENV-2022-3606-CE

CHC-2022-3605-HCM

 

CASE NUMBERS

CPC-2018-6005-CA

CPC-2016-1450-CPU

CPC-2013-3169

CPC-2003-2115-CRA

CPC-2002-1128-CA

CPC-1999-324-ICO

CPC-1999-2293-ICO

CPC-1986-835-GPC

ORD-175038

ORD-173562

ORD-165658-SA130

ZA-19XX-18293

BZA-1667

ENV-2019-4121-ND

ENV-2018-6006-CE

ENV-2016-1451-EIR

ENV-2013-3170-CE

ENV-2002-1131-ND

ENV-2002-1130-ND
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 Streetscape No

 Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area

 Affordable Housing Linkage Fee

      Residential Market Area Medium-High

      Non-Residential Market Area High

 Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) Tier 3

 RPA: Redevelopment Project Area Hollywood

 Central City Parking No

 Downtown Parking No

 Building Line None

 500 Ft School Zone Active: Hollywood Senior High
Active: Hollywood Senior High (New Media Magnet)
Active: Hollywood Senior High (Performing Arts Magnet)

 500 Ft Park Zone No

 Assessor Information

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5547022007

 Ownership (Assessor)  

      Owner1 KAHANA,TAL TR TAL KAHANA TRUST AND

      Owner2 STARK,PAZ K TR PAZ K STARK TRUST

      Address 1929 N CURSON AVE 
LOS ANGELES CA 90046

 Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land
Records)

 

      Owner KAHANA, TAL (TRUSTEE) TAL KAHANA 2007 REVOCABLE INTER
VIVOS TRUST (ET AL)

      Address 6000  TEMPLE HILL DR 
LOS ANGELES CA 90068

 APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.164 (ac)

 Use Code 0100 - Residential - Single Family Residence

 Assessed Land Val. $1,092,162

 Assessed Improvement Val. $280,812

 Last Owner Change 05/09/2017

 Last Sale Amount $9

 Tax Rate Area 200

 Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 916927

  590863-4

  2363875

  1894467

  1290707

  1083562

  0-288

 Building 1  

      Year Built 1910

      Number of Units 2

      Number of Bedrooms 6

      Number of Bathrooms 6

      Building Square Footage 3,263.0 (sq ft)

 Building 2 No data for building 2

 Building 3 No data for building 3

 Building 4 No data for building 4

 Building 5 No data for building 5

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 5547022007]

 Additional Information

 Airport Hazard None

 Coastal Zone None

 Farmland Area Not Mapped

 Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone YES
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 Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone No

 Fire District No. 1 No

 Flood Zone Outside Flood Zone

 Watercourse No

 Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties No

 Methane Hazard Site None

 High Wind Velocity Areas No

 Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

No

 Wells None

 Seismic Hazards

 Active Fault Near-Source Zone  

      Nearest Fault (Distance in km) 0.97084896

      Nearest Fault (Name) Hollywood Fault

      Region Transverse Ranges and Los Angeles Basin

      Fault Type B

      Slip Rate (mm/year) 1.00000000

      Slip Geometry Left Lateral - Reverse - Oblique

      Slip Type Poorly Constrained

      Down Dip Width (km) 14.00000000

      Rupture Top 0.00000000

      Rupture Bottom 13.00000000

      Dip Angle (degrees) 70.00000000

      Maximum Magnitude 6.40000000

 Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No

 Landslide No

 Liquefaction No

 Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area No

 Tsunami Inundation Zone No

 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District None

 Hubzone None

 Opportunity Zone Yes

 Promise Zone None

 State Enterprise Zone LOS ANGELES STATE ENTERPRISE ZONE

 Housing

 Direct all Inquiries to Los Angeles Housing Department

      Telephone (866) 557-7368

      Website https://housing.lacity.org

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 5547022007]

 Ellis Act Property No

 AB 1482: Tenant Protection Act See Notes

      Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5547022007

      Address 1428 N MCCADDEN PL

            Year Built 1910

            Use Code 0100 - Residential - Single Family Residence

            Notes The property is subject to AB 1482 only if the owner is a corporation,
limited liability company, or a real estate investment trust.

 Public Safety

 Police Information  

      Bureau West

           Division / Station Hollywood

                Reporting District 646

 Fire Information  

      Bureau West
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           Batallion 5

                District / Fire Station 27

      Red Flag Restricted Parking No
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CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-2018-6005-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE LAND USE AUTHORITY FROM THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY
OF LOS ANGELES, DESIGNATED LOCAL AUTHORITY (CRA/LA-DLA) TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CODE AMENDMENT
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEXPIRED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND UPDATE OTHER
RELEVANT CODE PROVISIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE TO FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE
AUTHROITY FROM THE CRA/LA-DLA TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES.

Case Number: CPC-2016-1450-CPU

Required Action(s): CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Project Descriptions(s): UPDATE TO THE HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN

Case Number: CPC-2013-3169

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): THE PROPOSED PROJECT CONSISTS OF: (1) A TECHNICAL MODIFICATION TO SECTIONS 12.03, 12.04, 12.21, 12.22, 12.24,
13.11, 14.5, 16.05 AND 16.11 OF THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE (LAMC) TO REMOVE OR AMEND REFERENCES TO
THE FORMER COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA); (2) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO CLARIFY EXISTING
REGULATIONS IN THE LAMC THAT ARE IMPACTED BY THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE AUTHORITY; AND (3) A RESOLUTION
REQUESTING THAT ALL LAND USE RELATED PLANS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE CRA/LA BE TRANSFERRED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING

Case Number: CPC-2003-2115-CRA

Required Action(s): CRA-COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

Project Descriptions(s): First Amendment to the Hollywood Redevelopment Plan

Case Number: CPC-2002-1128-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: CPC-1999-324-ICO

Required Action(s): ICO-INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: CPC-1999-2293-ICO

Required Action(s): ICO-INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE

Project Descriptions(s): INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE.

Case Number: CPC-1986-835-GPC

Required Action(s): GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

Project Descriptions(s): PLAN AMENDMENTS AND ZONE CHANGES FOR THE HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN REVISION/ZONING CONSISTENCY
PROGRAM

Case Number: ZA-19XX-18293

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: ENV-2019-4121-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE LAND USE AUTHORITY FROM THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY
OF LOS ANGELES, DESIGNATED LOCAL AUTHORITY (CRA/LA-DLA) TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CODE AMENDMENT
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEXPIRED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND UPDATE OTHER
RELEVANT CODE PROVISIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE TO FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE
AUTHROITY FROM THE CRA/LA-DLA TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES.

Case Number: ENV-2018-6006-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE LAND USE AUTHORITY FROM THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY
OF LOS ANGELES, DESIGNATED LOCAL AUTHORITY (CRA/LA-DLA) TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CODE AMENDMENT
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEXPIRED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND UPDATE OTHER
RELEVANT CODE PROVISIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE TO FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE
AUTHROITY FROM THE CRA/LA-DLA TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES.

Case Number: ENV-2016-1451-EIR

Required Action(s): EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Project Descriptions(s): UPDATE TO THE HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN

Case Number: ENV-2013-3170-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION
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Project Descriptions(s): THE PROPOSED PROJECT CONSISTS OF: (1) A TECHNICAL MODIFICATION TO SECTIONS 12.03, 12.04, 12.21, 12.22, 12.24,
13.11, 14.5, 16.05 AND 16.11 OF THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE (LAMC) TO REMOVE OR AMEND REFERENCES TO
THE FORMER COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA); (2) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO CLARIFY EXISTING
REGULATIONS IN THE LAMC THAT ARE IMPACTED BY THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE AUTHORITY; AND (3) A RESOLUTION
REQUESTING THAT ALL LAND USE RELATED PLANS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE CRA/LA BE TRANSFERRED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING

Case Number: ENV-2002-1131-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: ENV-2002-1130-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): 

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-175038

ORD-173562

ORD-165658-SA130

BZA-1667
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	Proposed Monument Name: Morris Kight McCadden Place Residence
	Name Description: [Former residence of notable person(s)]
	Associated names: McCadden Place
	Street Address0: 1428 North McCadden Place
	Zip: 90028
	CD: 4
	Range of Addresses on Property: 1428-1430
	Community Name: Hollywood
	Assessor Parcel Number: 5547022007
	Tract: Boyle Place
	Block: None
	Lot: 18
	Identification cont'd: 
	Proposed Monument Type: Buil
	Additional1: 
	Additional2: 
	Year Built: 1910
	Accuracy: Factual
	Threats to Site: [Select]
	ArchitectDesigner: Unknown
	Contractor: Unknown
	Original use: Residential - duplex
	Present use: Residential - single family
	OriginalSite: Yes
	Style: [Craftsman]
	Stories: 1.5
	Plan Shape: [Irregular]
	Primary Construction Type: [Wood]
	Secondary Construction Type: [Select]
	Primary Cladding Material: [Wood clapboards]
	Secondary Cladding Material: [Select]
	Primary Shape: [Combination]
	Secondary Shape: [Select]
	Primary Roof: [Composition shingle]
	Secondary Roof: [Select]
	Primary Window Type: [Casement]
	Secondary Window Type: [Sliding]
	Primary Window Material: [Wood]
	Secondary Window Material: [Vinyl]
	Primary Main Entry Style: [Centered]
	Secondary Main Entry Style: [Select]
	Primary Door Material: [Double]
	Secondary Door Material: [Select]
	AS Date 1: 8-2-1922
	AS Summary 1: Raise interior ceilings to make new rooms and bath on loft/second floor
	AS Date 2: 4-3-1923
	AS Summary 2: Ten foot shed roof addition on north elevation
	AS Date 3: 9-18-1925
	AS Summary 3: Porch enclosed (sleeping porch built); 8-29-1930 Add roof over outside stairs
	AS Date 4: 10-1950
	AS Summary 4: Add three new baths and partitions
	AS Date 5: 2-16-1959
	AS Summary 5: 24 x 10 storage building added to lot
	AS Date 6: 2-3-1967
	AS Summary 6: Repair floors, replaster walls
	AS Date 7: 5-5-1967
	AS Summary 7: Add beams in ceiling; change occupancy from dwelling to theater workshop
	AS Date 8: 5-22-2003
	AS Summary 8: General rehab - doors, kitchen cabinets, sanding and painting
	National Register: 
	California Register: 
	Formally eiligible: Off
	HPOZ: 
	Contributing Feature: Yes
	Non-contributing Feature: 
	Historic Resource Survey: Yes
	Survey Name1: Hollywood Redevelopment Project
	Survey Name2: Area - 3CD; HRI Status Code 5D
	Other Historic Designation: 
	Criterion 1: Yes
	Criterion 2: Yes
	Criterion 3: 
	Contact Name1: Attn: Jonathan Eisenberg c/o AHF
	Company1: AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF)
	Contact St Address1: 6255 Sunset Blvd, 21st Floor
	ContactCity1: Los Angeles
	State1: CA
	Contact Zip1: 90028
	Phone1: 323-860-5361
	Email1: jonathan.eisenberg@ahf.org
	Owner Supported: Unkown
	Contact Name2: Tal Kalhana Trust
	Company2: Alternate address: P.O. Box 93368, L.A., 90093
	Contact St Address2: 6000 Temple Hill Drive
	ContactCity2: Los Angeles
	State2: CA
	Contact Zip2: 90068
	Phone2: 323-876-5043
	Email2: 
	Contact Name3: Kate Eggert, Krisy Gosney
	Company3: GEHPC
	Contact St Address3: 6444 Kraft Avenue
	ContactCity3: North Hollywood
	State3: CA
	Contact Zip3: 91606
	Phone3: 
	Email3: kate@gehpc.com


