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���N�#	������S�
�����	"���N�©��
���
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N�±	�����R��
���U������U
�	�����	
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May 20, 2025  
200 N. Spring Street,  
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
 
Re: Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Mayor’s Proposed Budget (Council File 25-0600) 
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
Mayor Karen Bass,  
City Council Member District 13, Hugo Soto-Martinez,  
and other City Council members: 
 
The East Hollywood Neighborhood Council understands the criticality of the City’s nearly $1 
billion budget shortfall as announced at Mayor Bass’s State of the City address.  

It is tempting to look at the Neighborhood Councils who do not spend their money and conclude 
the Neighborhood Councils are over-funded. For the Neighborhood Councils who do spend 
their money, the $32,000 budget is already tight. Neighborhood Councils have to pay for 

 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=25-0600


meeting spaces, storage units, and office space. Not all Neighborhood Councils pay for each of 
these, but many do. A budget cut would be devastating to Neighborhood Councils who have 
little more than the funds to cover their basic expenses.  

For Neighborhood Councils who do not spend their money, these funds are not lost. They 
revert to the General Fund.  

As a reminder, the original Neighborhood Council budget was $50,000. Over time, the NC 
budget has been reduced and inflation has increased costs. When the Covid-19 lockdown took 
effect, Neighborhood Council budgets were reduced to $32,000. When the City recovered its 
footing and the department cuts were reversed, the Neighborhood Council budget was not 
restored.  

The Neighborhood Councils provide a service to the City. We engage stakeholders in a way the 
City Council cannot because we are part of our communities. Many of us work with our Council 
Offices, each helping the other to achieve the goals. It would be a shame to cripple this exercise 
in local democracy that is now hanging on by a thread.  

East Hollywood Neighborhood Council President  

Christopher Martinez  

Christopher Martinez 

 


