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﹣ Shift to objective design standards

that meet Site Plan Review intent

﹣ Point-based system allows for design 
flexibility and administrative review

﹣ Addresses policy aims identified in
The Plan for a Healthy Los Angeles, 
Mobility Plan 2035, Mayor Bass’ 
Executive Directive 7, and multiple City 
Council motions

Landscape and Site 
Design Ordinance
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Applicability
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﹣ Residential/mixed-use with five units or 
more

﹣ Division of land creating five lots or more

﹣ Non-residential buildings 

﹣ Industrial or hybrid-industrial buildings

﹣ Parking area construction or 
reconfiguration



Insert Image

Point System
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﹣ Mandatory and Elective Strategies 
(100 total available points)

﹣ 9 Categories 

﹣ 27 points Required Total (3 per category)

﹣ 15 points for Industrial or Surface 
Parking Projects

﹣ 8 Designing for Health Strategies

﹣ Up to 3 mandatory points may be 
substituted with 3 elective points



Objective Design Standards
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Pedestrian-First Design

New Street Tree Requirement
Reduction in Pedestrian/Vehicle 
Conflicts

Climate-Adapted Design

Climate Resilient Buildings
Required Site Amenities
Conservation of Trees
Healthy Soil and Water Quality
Biodiversity and Habitat

360 Degree Design

Standards to Improve the Ambient 
Environment 
Active Frontages
Screened/Reduced Vehicle Parking

Presenter
Presentation Notes


Relating this back to Healthy Building Design Considerations, some of the categories we have identified through our initial public outreach include:
Circulation and Street Connection - this relates to the first approach of the Citywide Design Guidelines —  Pedestrian First Design (3 bullet points)
Context Sensitive Design and Minimizing the Appearance and Impact of Parking - related to 360 Degree Design
Climate Resilient Buildings, Natural Ventilation, Biodiversity and Habitat - All part of Climate Adapted Design
Finally Site Amenities - Taking cues from re:codeLA and ensuring that whatever open space is provided on site is designed with people and active uses in mind, and not just included as an afterthought as we so often see in projects.  




Health and Urban 
Forest Equity Areas
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﹣ New incentive to encourage the 
protection and expansion of tree 
canopy, reduce urban heat island
effects, and improve air quality in 
environmental justice communities. 

﹣ Projects located in a mapped areas: 

- 2 health-related standards 

- Up to 5 additional bonus points 
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Online Calculator
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1. Preliminary Approval

2. Final Compliance Verification

○ Certificate of Completion

○ Covenant and Agreement

○ Landscape Management Plan

○ Tree Planting In-Lieu Fee Payment

Verification and 
Compliance
Two-Part Process
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﹣ Pandemic shifted the use of shared spaces

﹣ Current Zoning Code impedes the creation 
of usable outdoor space (balconies, 
terraces, rooftop areas)

﹣ Outdoor Amenity Areas will be excluded
from floor area and height calculations

﹣ Design standards developed with Los 
Angeles Department of Building and 
Safety (LADBS) to set limits while promoting 
shade, comfort and well-being
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Outdoor Amenity 
Area
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planning.urbandesign@lacity.orgThank you
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