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Seek to enforce not find fault with Judge Ford’s ruling that tenants
cannot be evicted from Barrington Plaza [Council File:
23-0479-S1] Councilwoman Park’s motion appears to be a thinly
veiled challenge to a court ruling that would keep 712 units of
affordable housing in CD11, something that is sorely needed on
the westside. These units have allowed moderately paid
professionals like UCLA librarians and school teachers to live
near their work. They have allowed moderately paid people to
enjoy the same parks and the good schools that the rich folks of
the westside enjoy. One would think that the council member for
CD11 would be fighting to preserve this housing and to make it
safe via an ordinance to close the loophole that allowed the
landlord to avoid putting in life-saving sprinklers. One would
think she would be fighting to help her tenant constituents. But
instead, she appears to be fighting on the landlord’s behalf,
evoking a verbal opinion by the city attorney (who herself is on
record as opposing affordable and low-income housing in
Venice). What does “intervention” mean when she moves that the
City Attorney “report on options for further intervention as
previously requested in CF 23-4079.” I cannot find this earlier CF
23-4079 so I am left to wonder if she means intervention on the
landlord’s behalf. I am aware that this particular landlord,
Douglas Emmett, donated $300,000 to support the
councilwoman’s election. Money talks. But I hope the Housing
and Homelessness Committee as a whole will listen not to it but to
the voices of middle class folks wanting to stay housed. I hope
you will heed the voices of us longtime CD11 homeowners who
want to continue to live in an economically mixed community.
Please support tenants. Support the RSO, do not try to weaken it.
Ask the City Attorney to analyze Judge Ford’s ruling for ways to
use it to support tenants not billionaire corporate landlords
Katherine C. King CD11 Homeowner Res
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