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warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Sword Apartments is a two-story, multi-family residential building located at the northeast 
corner of W. 2nd Street and St. Andrews Place in the Greater Wilshire area of Los Angeles. 
Constructed in 1933, the subject property was designed by master architect Milton J. Black (1905-
1970) in the Monterey Revival architectural style for developer James O. Sword. 
 
The Greater Wilshire neighborhood and surrounding area saw its most intense development from 
the late 1910s through the 1920s, greatly encouraged by the growing streetcar system. Large 
single-family residences lined the main thoroughfares, with both single-family and multi-family 
buildings appearing on and near other major streets. The neighborhood also began to see large, 
luxurious apartment buildings, multi-story edifices, and hotels, particularly along Wilshire 
Boulevard. Moving into the 1930s, planners viewed smaller scale multi-family units in the area as 
a compromise between the further development of large-scale, multi-dwelling buildings and 
maintaining the low-scale image of Los Angeles. The Los Angeles Railway ran lines into and 
through the area along W. Sixth Street, Eighth Street, Ninth Street, Third Street, Tenth Street 
(later Olympic Boulevard), Pico Boulevard, Larchmont Boulevard, Vermont Avenue, and Western 
Avenue.  
 
Roughly L-shaped in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with smooth stucco 
cladding. It has a low sloped, complex combination of a gabled, salt-box, and pyramidal roof clad 
with red clay tiles and exposed rafter tails. The primary south-facing elevation is ten bays wide 
with a volume projecting to the south on the eastern side of the building; fronting the elevation is 
a courtyard with a grassy area featuring a circular concrete tree well with tiles. The second floor 
of the projecting volume slightly overhangs the east-facing elevation and the first floor has an 
attached wing wall with a shed roof clad with red clay tiles that obscures a stairway leading to a 
second-floor cantilevered balcony. The gabled, two-story volume on the western side of the 
building projects slightly to the south and features quoins on the corners at the first floor and 
plaster scored to resemble horizontal wood siding at the second floor. The first floor of this portion 
has a concrete stoop with a metal awning over an entrance to one of the units, consisting of a 
paneled wood door flanked by divided-lite sidelites. On the remainder of the primary elevation 
there are two other concrete stoops leading to unit entrances within arched openings, one of 
which has a decorative plaster surround. The west-facing elevation reveals the exterior staircase 
with ornate wrought iron railings and two wood paneled doors leading to units on the easternmost 
portion of the building. The west-facing elevation on the westernmost portion of the building 
features a slightly projecting tower element at the northwest corner that has two divided-lite, 
arched wood windows on the second floor and quoins on the corners. On the remainder of the 
elevation there are two sets of divided-lite, wood French doors leading out onto projecting 
concrete juliette balconies on the first floor; a second floor that features scored plaster to resemble 
horizontal wood siding; and corner quoins. The rear, north-facing elevation features three wooden 
staircases leading to secondary unit entrances on the second-floor that consist of paneled wood 
doors. The east-facing elevation has an overhang with corbels at the southernmost portion of the 
building and an L-shaped metal staircase that wraps around the northeast corner. Fenestration 
across the subject property consists of multi-lite, tripartite, wood casement windows, and divided-
lite wood casement windows and double-hung wood windows, some of which are in groupings of 
two and three. Several of the windows are covered by metal security bars. Interior features include 
wood built-ins; faux wood ceiling beams; decorative fireplace surrounds and mantels; hardwood 
floors; decorative metal vent covers; and original kitchen cabinetry.  
 
Milton J. Black was born on April 23, 1905, in Escondido, California and later relocated to Los 
Angeles. Black began working as a draftsman for architect Aloysius F. Mantz in 1927, before 
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partnering with architect J. Ross Castendyck. Black received his certificate to practice architecture 
in 1930, and around that same time, he left Castendyck’s office to establish his own architectural 
practice. Throughout his career, Black designed properties in Period Revival styles including 
Spanish Colonial Revival, French Revival, Chateauesque, Mediterranean Revival, and Tudor 
Revival; however, he is best known for his Streamline Moderne residential designs. Black’s works 
include the 654 Burnside Apartments (1933, HCM #426), the Mauretania Apartments on 
Rossmore Avenue (1934), the El Cadiz Apartments (1937, HCM #775), and the Richardson 
Apartments (1940, HCM #847). Black passed away in 1970 in San Diego, California at the age of 
65. 
 
Based on permit records, the subject property has undergone only minor alterations over the 
years that includes the repair and replacement of cripple walls, damaged finishes, and rotted floor 
joists in 2000. In addition, the original garage was demolished and security bars were added to 
some of the windows at unknown dates. 
 
The subject property was designated as a Contributor to the St. Andrews Square National 
Register Historic District in December 2023. The district is significant as an excellent example of 
a streetcar suburb.   
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On March 11, 2024, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. 
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The Sword Apartments

Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination Continuation Sheet

A. Property Description

Site

Constructed in 1933, the Sword Apartments are located at 4467 W. 2nd St., with additional addresses at
4469, 4471, 4473, 4475, 4477, and 4479 W. 2nd St, is located at the northeast corner of St. Andrews Pl.
and 2nd St, with frontage on both streets. The building takes up most of it's rectangular parcel with 
some space reserved for a parking lot on the eastern side. It is fronted by a sidewalk on the west 
elevation, and a small lawn and sidewalk on the south elevation. The property abuts the apartment 
building at 4457 W. 2nd St. to the east, and the single-family house at 154 S. St. Andrews Pl. to the 
north.

Exterior

Designed in the Monterey Revival style by Milton J. Black, the building is roughly L-shaped in plan, 
and rises to two stories in height. The building is separated into a series of intersecting volumes 
connected with a cross-gabled clay tile roof. It is primarily clad in smooth stucco, with a projecting 
second floor section, and one of the gable ends sided with clapboards. The primary south elevation is 
twelve bays wide, with an off-centered arched primary entrance. Other units are directly accessible 
through paneled doors oriented towards the front lawn. The gable end at the southeast corner features a 
wingwall on one side that partially obscures an exterior staircase, and a jettied projection on the other 
side. The staircase leads to a second floor balcony that overlooks the lawn. Typical windows are wood 
paired casements, but wood double hung windows are also present on the sides and back. There is a 
tower with a pyramidal hipped roof on the northwest corner of the building. Wooden staircases provide 
access to the second floor in the back. Other features include rejas with wrought iron grilles, arched 
mullioned windows, upswept awnings, quoins, exposed rafter tails, a pierced screen, a jigsaw-cut 
railing, paneled doors, and speakeasy peepholes.

Interior

Photos from real estate listing suggest that the interior may contain original built-ins, ceiling beams, 
fireplaces, kitchen tile, and bathroom tile, but that cannot be confirmed without a site visit. It is 
unknown how many of the units contain these features.

Alterations

The Sword Apartments have had minimal alterations since its construction. A garage on the property 
has been demolished. Basement finishes, cripple walls and floor joists have been repaired. 
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B. Statement of Significance

Summary

The Sword Apartments meets the following criteria for designation as a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural 
Monument:

It is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city, or 
community.

It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or 
represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius 
influenced his or her age.

The property  meets criterion 3 by being an excellent example of the Monterey Revival style, with its 
overall massing, materials, roofline, and ornamentation all being typical of the style's characteristics. It 
meets criterion 1 because the building is representative of early patterns of development in the Wilshire 
area that were influenced by streetcar suburbanization, being located very close to the Los Angeles 
Railway line on 3rd St. It also serves as an excellent example of an early 20th century courtyard 
apartment, which is an important sub-type of multi-family residential development in Los Angeles. It 
was built in 1933 by Milton J. Black, an important architect in Los Angeles in the 1920s and 30s who 
worked extensively in the Spanish Colonial Revival and Streamline Moderne styles. Some of his other 
apartment buildings have been landmarked as HCMs.

Streetcar Suburbanization1

Development in this part of the Wilshire area was encouraged by the growing streetcar system; the Los 
Angeles Railway ran lines into and through the Wilshire area along West Sixth Street, West Eighth 
Street, Ninth Street, West Third Street, Tenth Street (later Olympic Boulevard), Pico Boulevard, 
Larchmont Boulevard, Vermont Avenue and Western Avenue. The streetcar expansion facilitated the 
movement of more and more people into the area and helped establish some of the first commuter 
suburbs in Los Angeles. Single and multi-family Craftsman neighborhoods, numerous bungalow courts,
tall brick apartment houses, and abundant duplexes and fourplexes emerged. Many residents of the 
Wilshire district had the option of using either streetcars or automobiles for their daily travel. This 
pattern would continue west of the Wilshire Center and Koreatown neighborhoods through the 1920s 
and 1930s, producing block upon block of automobile suburbs in neighborhoods like Mid-Wilshire and
Beverly-Fairfax. The open agricultural land dotted with oil derricks that once characterized the entire 
area between Los Angeles and Santa Monica would soon become densely developed residential and 
commercial districts. The neighborhoods now known as Windsor Square, Hancock Park, and 
Larchmont were the next part of the Wilshire area to develop. Windsor Square was the first, developed 

1 Excerpted and adapted from City of Los Angeles. “Wilshire Community Plan Area: Historic Resources Survey Report,” ed. 
Department of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources, SurveyLA, 2015.



3

in 1911 as an exclusive, wealthy subdivision of large houses on large lots between Wilshire Boulevard 
and Third Street. Larchmont Boulevard was established in 1920 to be the “main street” for Windsor 
Square as it expanded in size, coming to include nearby new developments like New Windsor Square, 
Windsor Heights, and Marlborough Square. As soon as it opened, the new Larchmont business district 
was connected by an extension of the Sixth Street line to the larger Los Angeles Railway network. The 
Larchmont streetcar line provided additional transportation options to the residents of the area.

The R Line

The “R” Line was formed by merging the Stephenson Avenue Line and the West 6th Street Line, with 
service beginning in 1920 and ending in 1947. The route went from Eastern Avenue and Whittier 
Boulevard, west on Whittier to Boyle Avenue, south on Boyle to E. 7th Street, west on 7th to Alvarado 
Street, north on Alvarado to W. 6th Street, west on 6th to right-of-way near Gramercy Place, north on 
right-of-way to W. 3rd Street, west on 3rd to Larchmont Boulevard, north on Larchmont to Melrose 
Avenue. In 1931, the line was rerouted to travel west on Whittier to Boyle Avenue, south on Boyle to E.
7th Street, west on 7th to Vermont Avenue, north on Vermont to W. 3rd Street, west on 3rd to La Brea 
Avenue.2

The neighborhood that is now known as St. Andrews Square (where the subject property is located) was
developed as a streetcar suburb, with the Holmes-Walton Co. specifically advertising proximity to 
railway lines. In a Los Angeles Times ad for an April 19, 1907 auction of nearby Westminster Place 
properties, Holmes-Walton points out the ideal location next to the yellow car streetcar line. An article 
in the paper from a few days later again tells readers to take the “yellow 'West Sixth Street' car on 
Broadway.”3 Homes that were built in St. Andrews Square while the streetcar was running though still 
had driveways and private garages, which are can be seen today.

Multi-family Residential Development in Los Angeles4

The reasons for the proliferation of multi-family housing in early twentieth century Los Angeles are
manifold. Primary among them was simple demand. Multi-family residences played a critical role in
meeting the widespread need for housing created by the city’s exponential population growth during
this time. In 1900, the city had barely a hundred thousand residents; by 1930 that number had
exploded to over 1.2 million. In the 1920s alone, the city’s population doubled as Los Angeles went 
from the nation’s tenth largest city to the fifth largest.

For many Angelenos a multi-family dwelling was a more desirable living situation than a detached 
single family house. Multi-family living was generally more affordable and located “further in” – close 
to urban amenities such as employment centers and shopping districts. By contrast, potential 
homeowners often had to be “courted and coaxed out to the urban edge, where they might or might not 
find paved streets or sewer connections, but where often-steep mortgage payments would be waiting 

2 "‘R’-Whittier Boulevard and W. 3rd Street Line (1920-1947)." The Electrical Railway Historical Association of Southern California, 
http://erha.org/lary_r.htm.

3 “Brevities.” Los Angeles Times, 22 April 1907.
4 Excerpted and adapted from City of Los Angeles. "Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement Context: Residential 

Development and Suburbanization, 1880-1980 Theme: Multi-Family Residential Development, 1895-1970,” ed. Department of City 
Planning, Office of Historic Resources, SurveyLA, 2018.
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regardless.” Unlike in other American cities, where apartment housing was associated with 
overcrowding and unhealthful living conditions for the urban poor, Los Angeles’ varied stock of rental 
units accommodated Angelenos with a wide range of economic means, from working-class fourplexes, 
to middle-class bungalow courts, to high-rent luxury apartment towers.

Apartment living also met the requirements of new Angelenos seeking readily available housing.
Bungalow courts and courtyard apartments offered shared landscapes which “helped create community
out of discrete dwellings, providing a spatial expression of common identity for residents recently 
arrived from elsewhere.” Apartment buildings with distinctive architectural detailing, perhaps with an 
illuminated rooftop sign declaring the building name, offered “instant community to a newly arriving 
population.” Individual units might come fully furnished and equipped with hundreds of household 
items, from towels and linens to kitchenware. In more luxurious buildings, rental fees might include 
daily bed making and cleaning, as well as laundry and linen services.

As the city’s population rose in the early twentieth century, and the demand for affordable rental units
kept pace, there were plenty of entrepreneurs happy to add to the supply of multi-family housing.
Development of multi-family dwellings provided investment opportunities up and down the 
socioeconomic scale, “from lower middle-class white and minority single-lot owners on up to real 
estate tycoons and everywhere in between.” Small-scale buildings were the earliest examples of this 
kind of income-producing residential development, due to the relative ease with which they could be
constructed and with minimal up-front capital. Larger buildings did not appear in substantial numbers
until the 1920s, when a combination of even more rapid population growth, a burgeoning tourism
industry, and widespread availability of investment capital “drove an apartment construction boom in
Los Angeles that dramatically altered parts of the city.” Smaller buildings would then give way to larger
apartment houses, towers, and ultimately expansive complexes which could offer a greater return on 
investment.

Courtyard Apartments5

The courtyard apartment was the natural successor to the earlier development of the bungalow court in
Southern California. Courtyard apartments were first built beginning in the 1910s, when multi-family
residential construction in Los Angeles began in earnest, with the type continuing to evolve in form and
style through the 1960s. However, proliferation of the courtyard apartment in Los Angeles reached its
zenith in the 1920s. The growing popularity of this multi-family housing type during this period
coincided with the greatest population growth in the city’s history. While the bungalow court reflected
the earliest attempt at a compromise between privacy and density, the pressing demand for more 
housing made it necessary to develop a higher-density residential alternative.

The courtyard apartment of the 1920s and early 1930s built on the early twentieth century trends but
the form of its buildings and the integral landscaped spaces depended to a much greater extent on
precedent found throughout the Mediterranean region and Mexico. According to Stephanos Polyzoides,
Roger Sherwood, and James Tice, authors of Courtyard Housing in Los Angeles, European and Middle

5 Excerpted and adapted from City of Los Angeles. "Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement Context: Residential 
Development and Suburbanization, 1880-1980 Theme: Multi-Family Residential Development, 1895-1970,” ed. Department of City 
Planning, Office of Historic Resources, SurveyLA, 2018.
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Eastern sources for the courtyard apartment include what they label as the “urban patio house” and the
“urban callejon.” The former was a basic element of urban structure in western antiquity. On the
Iberian Peninsula, it can be traced through six centuries of Roman domination. The callejon is a 
deadend urban street that is typical of Arab cities in southern Spain. Though it is composed of different
buildings, the scale of the street, framed by the openings of the attached buildings creates a dynamic,
unified space. Another ingredient in the development of 1920s and early ’30s courtyard apartment
houses was the contemporary interest in vernacular adobes of California, many of which were arranged
around a central courtyard or patio. These buildings were the subject of numerous publications, 
including Donald R. Hannaford and Revel Edwards’ Spanish Colonial or Adobe Architecture of 
California, 1800-1850.

By the late 1920s, Southern California courtyard apartments were labeled by New York architect and 
housing expert Henry Wright as a “California Type”– essentially a complex constructed around an open
patio. These projects were seen as regional variants of the “garden apartment,” a concept that Wright 
and others endorsed as a desirable solution to the cause of humane urban living. Courtyard apartments 
were distinguished from their predecessors by their multi-story massing, which could more than double 
the number of units that could be accommodated on the same lot. Because of the unobtrusive manner in
which courts merged with smaller and less socially active buildings, they were utilized extensively in 
spot development that did not disrupt the physical and social context of given neighborhoods. Also, 
courtyard apartments contained their residential units in a single building, or
perhaps a mirrored pair of buildings, allowing for greater density than could be achieved with earlier 
bungalow courts, where units were freestanding. Furthermore, unlike the relatively modest bungalow 
court, whose construction originally dominated the early development of multi-family housing in 
Southern California, the courtyard apartment of the 1920s was primarily designed for and marketed to 
somewhat more affluent residents.

The initial form of the courtyard apartment complex evolved from that of the bungalow court: one or 
two buildings, typically two stories in height, oriented around a central common area. Examples of 
courtyard apartments constructed during the height of their development in the 1920s frequently 
featured a U-shaped plan, which is believed to account for some eighty percent of the known courtyard 
apartments in Los Angeles.

Alternate arrangements included the similar double-L plan or the completely enclosed O-shaped plan. 
Buildings could contain as few as four or as many as twenty units, sharing common walls. Few 
windows faced the street; instead they were concentrated on the courtyard facades to provide more 
attractive views. In the central open area of each building were one or more courtyards with fountains,
and, often, luxuriant tropical plants in small private garden spaces.

As the location, density, and quality of courtyard housing shifted to accommodate a growing
upper-middle-class clientele, architects became increasingly involved in their design. Several
architects were instrumental in the development of the courtyard apartment as a building type during 
the 1920s. The best-known examples were designed by noted architects and brothers F. Pierpont Davis
and Walter S. Davis, and by the husband and wife team of Arthur and Nina Zwebell.

Today, examples of 1920s-1930s courtyard apartments can be found throughout the city, particularly in
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those neighborhoods that originally developed or saw rapid growth during this period. The majority of
extant examples were designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival style, with others popular styles of the
period represented in smaller numbers, including Mediterranean Revival, French Norman Revival, 
Tudor Revival, and Streamline Moderne. Known architects of these properties, in addition to those 
mentioned above, include C.S. Arganbright, Charles Gault, Arthur W. Larsen, Allen Ruoff, Milton R. 
Sutton, Frank M. Tyler, and Paul R. Williams.

The Sword Apartments

James O. Sword is listed on permits as the original owner. Years earlier, Sword had been involved with 
the Santa Monica Beach Association's campaign for Myron Hunt's never-realized Santa Monica Hotel 
project.6 Hollywood's famous Mandarin Market was acquired by Sword a few years after its opening.7 
Sword employed architect Milton J. Black, with Security Finance & Building Co. serving as contractors
for the apartments on 2nd St. There was also a permit issued for the construction of a private garage on 
the property at the time of construction, but it is no longer extant. It is unknown when it was 
demolished.

Milton J. Black8

Milton James Black was born on April 23, 1905, in Escondido, California to James McMorris Black
and Bessie Alice (Chapin) Black. Milton Black passed his early childhood in San Diego, where his
father worked as a builder. His parents later divorced and, upon his mother’s remarriage to Roy
Harrington, Black and his younger sister relocated with their mother and stepfather first to Fresno and
then, eventually, to Los Angeles.

Little is known about Black’s education and whether he received any formal architectural training, but
city directory records indicate that he did begin working as a draftsman for architect Aloysius “Al” F.
Mantz in 1927. That same year, both Mantz and Black were included in the annual exhibition of the
Hollywood Architects League. 64 Al Mantz worked with contractor J. Ross Castendyck during this 
period, and Black subsequently left Mantz’s office to work as an architect for Castendyck. Black
worked under Castendyck for the next two years, and is credited alongside him in Architectural Digest
for the design of Dolores Del Rio’s residence in Outpost Estates.

The dawn of the 1930s brought advancements to Milton Black’s career. He received his certificate to
practice architecture in 1930; around that same time, Black left Castendyck’s office to establish his
own architectural practice. As the 1930s progressed, Milton Black became increasingly interested in
the design of smaller homes, and he exhibited several designs at the California House and Garden
Exhibition of 1937-1938 which demonstrated the application of modern design principles to the 
problems of small-space living. Although this interest continued into the postwar era – as is 
demonstrated by the design of Black’s own residence– little is known about the scope of his work
during this period. Newspaper accounts indicate that Black continued to work throughout at least the 

6 “Hotel Plan is Given Impetus.” Los Angeles Times, 13 March 1919.
7 “Business Property Acquired.” Los Angeles Times, 24 January 1932.
8 Excerpted and adapted from Lazzaretto Christine, John LoCascio, and Heather Goers. "Dolores Del Rio Residence Case No. CHC-

2021-363-HCM." edited by Los Angeles Department of City Planning. Los Angeles: City of Los Angeles, 2021.
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1950s, but his most well-known commission from the years following the war was for the iconic Tail
‘o the Pup (1946), a food stand shaped like a hot dog that reflected the postwar trend of eye-catching
Programmatic commercial architecture.

Milton Black died on June 30, 1970 in San Diego, California.

Security Finance and Building Co.9

Headed by Herbert Ketell, president, and C.J. O’Gorman, vice president, the building company pair had
experience with hundreds of real estate contracts in Southern California. Ray Decamp, a licensed 
engineer, was the manager of construction, and Clyde Bannister served as the superintendent of 
construction. In 1932, the company built a self-reported half a million dollars’ worth of properties in the
Los Angeles area. With headquarters in Hollywood, they marketed themselves throughout the city, 
advertising in local newspapers and convincing landowners to start earning income on their vacant lots.
Not all accolades of their success were self-reported; they also had several references of sub-contractors
and satisfied customers. Part of their success was due in part to always working with certified 
architects.

Monterey Revival Style10

The Monterey Revival is another variation of the Spanish Colonial Revival. It takes its form from the 
two story buildings that began to appear, particularly in Monterey, once the Anglo-Americans began
modifying existing adobes by adding second floors with open galleries or balconies. Its detailing is a
combination of the American Colonial Revival together with the Mediterranean tradition. The stucco
walls remain, although sometimes combined with brick or wood siding. But the arches are gone,
replaced by wood columns and flat wall openings for doors and windows, often flanked by shutters.
The Monterey Revival was a style of limited use and time span. It was overwhelmingly an upper-
middle class suburban residential form, employed for single-family homes and courtyard apartments. It
appeared in the late 1920s and lasted until the war years of the early 1940s. It was particularly popular
during the 1930s when it was seen as a tasteful alternative the perceived excesses of the Spanish
Colonial Revival.

Monterey forms can be seen in the historic Leonis Adobe (L.A. Historic-Cultural Monument No. 1). It 
is located at 23537 Calabasas Road in Woodland Hills. The original portion may date to the mid-1840s,
but its current form is the product of a remodeling from the late 1870s. It has the characteristic second 
floor gallery, wood posts and flat, or trabeated, wall openings. But it differs from the later Monterey 
Revival forms in that the gallery is supported by posts that extend to the ground. 

A good example of the Monterey Revival from the period of significance is the Courtyard Apartment
Complex in Westwood (L.A. Historic-Cultural Monument No. 447). It is located at 10836-10840

9 Excerpted from Architectural Resources Group. "Miracle Mile Apartments Historic District,” 2022.
10 Excerpted and adapted from City of Los Angeles. "Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement Context: Architecture and 

Engineering, 1850-1980 Theme: Mediterranean & Indigenous Revival Architecture, 1893-1948,” ed. Department of City Planning, 
Office of Historic Resources, SurveyLA, 2018.
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Lindbrook Drive, one block north of Wilshire Boulevard and two blocks east of Westwood Boulevard.
Completed in 1935, it was designed by A. W. Angel and is constructed of stucco on wood frame. The
building is one of four two-story apartment structures in similar style. They are all arranged around
interior courtyards and contain parking in the rear.

The apartment complex illustrates the combination of Spanish Colonial Revival and American Colonial
Revival that is the primary characteristic of the Monterey Revival. The stucco walls and low-pitched 
tile roof come from the Spanish tradition. But the American Colonial Revival elements include the 
slender balustrade (handrail and spindles) and columns along the gallery (as compared to the Spanish 
Colonial Revival Outpost II previously examined) and the shutters around the trabeated window 
openings. Notable in comparison to the Leonis Adobe is the fact that the gallery is not supported by 
posts. Rather it rests on joists, treated as shallow brackets, that project from the second-floor framing. 
This cantilevered support adds to the sense of lightness and delicacy provided by the slender posts and
balustrade.

Character defining features include:

- Two stories in height with rectangular or L-shaped plan
- Low-pitched roofs with extended eaves, either wood-shingled or tiled
- Stucco, brick, and and/or wood siding exteriors
- Extended second-floor covered galleries across the front, typically cantilevered
- Slender wood columns and balustrades along galleries
- Trabeated (flat-headed) door and window openings, often grouped in pairs
- American Colonial Revival window and door detailing, often including shutters

The Sword Apartments can be identified as an excellent example of the Monterey Revival style because
it is a two story stucco and wood sided L-shaped plan with low pitched tiled roofs, and a cantilevered 
csecond floor gallery across part of its front.

Early History of the Wilshire Area11

The Tongva people are the original inhabitants of the land that later included most of Los Angeles, 
including the central Los Angeles area later known as Mid-City/Mid-Wilshire. They resided in villages 
connected by foot trails, part of a larger network that also led to known resources like the La Brea tar 
pits. The mission system established under Spanish rule slowly disintegrated after Mexico obtained its 
independence in 1821, and former mission lands were granted to individuals in favor as ranchos. 
Rancho La Brea was granted in 1828 by Los Angeles mayor José Antonio Carrillo to Antonio José 
Rocha and named for the well-known tar pits within. The La Brea Road/El Camino Viejo served as the 
dividing line between Rancho La Brea on the north and Francisco Avila’s Rancho Las Cienegas on the 
south. It later became Wilshire Boulevard, the backbone of the area and one of the most iconic and 
influential commercial corridors in the nation. 

Deeply in debt after years of court battles to prove their claim to Rancho La Brea upon California’s 

11 Excerpted and adapted from Architectural Resources Group. "Miracle Mile Apartments Historic District,” 2022.
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cession to the United States, Rocha’s heirs deeded the land in its entirety to Los Angeles attorney and 
surveyor Henry Hancock in 1860. Hancock made the first efforts to develop the area commercially, 
primarily focusing on its fossil fuel resources and subdividing and selling off some portions of the 
rancho. The bulk of it remained in the family, passing to Hancock’s wife Ida Hancock after his 1883 
death and then to his son G. Allan Hancock. Rancho La Brea remained mostly rural and unoccupied 
until the city’s first population and land boom in the late 1880s. The expansion of rail networks and a 
fare war between the Southern Pacific and Santa Fe Railroads led to rampant land speculation as 
developers began realizing the potential of areas outside of Los Angeles’ original core.

Period of Significance

The period of significance for The Sword Apartments is defined as 1933 for its significance as a notable
example of  the Monterey Revival by architect Milton J. Black. The period of significance can be 
expanded from 1933 until 1947 to cover the period of time that the Los Angeles Railway line was 
relevant to the area.

Integrity

The Sword Apartments retains a high degree of integrity, and is mostly unaltered.

Location: The subject property is in its original location and therefore retains this aspect of integrity.

Design: The subject property retains most of its character-defining features from its period of 
construction, including low sloped clay tile roof, stucco walls, wood siding, arched openings, 
cantilevered balcony, and corner tower, and therefore is able to convey its historic significance as a 
Monterrey Revival style multi-family residential building. The building's overall massing, 
configuration, and character-defining decorative elements remain. Therefore, the building retains 
integrity of design.

Setting: The property is located in the Wilshire area, and is surrounded by other residential buildings. 
While more recent development has occurred on the block, the prominence of the building in its 
original location remains. The building retains integrity of setting.

Materials: Minor alterations have minimally affected the building's integrity of materials. The property 
retains the majority of its materials from its initial construction, therefore this element of integrity 
remains intact.

Workmanship: The building's original workmanship is still evident through its overall construction 
methods and materials. The building retains this element of integrity.

Feeling: The original character-defining features still remain, presenting the same basic appearance 
from the street as when it was built. No major alterations have occurred. The building retains integrity 
of feeling.
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Association: The property has been continuously used as a multi-family residential building since it 
construction in 1933. It is just as recognizable today as a 1930's Monterey Revival multi-family 
residential building that is directly linked with this period of development in the Wilshire area. 
Therefore, it retains integrity of association.
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           Battallion 11

                District / Fire Station 29

      Red Flag Restricted Parking No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-1986-823-GPC

Required Action(s): GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

Project Descriptions(s): AB-283 PROGRAM - GENERAL PLAN/ZONE CONSISTENCY - WILSHIRE AREA- COMMUNITY WIDE ZONE CHANGES AND
COMMUNITY PLAN CHANGES TO BRING THE ZONING INTO CONSISTENCY WITH THE COMMUNITY PLAN. INCLUDES
CHANGES OF HEIGHT AS NEEDED. REQUIRED BY COURT AS PART OF SETTLEMENT IN THE HILLSIDE FEDERATION
LAWSUIT

Case Number: CPC-1984-1-HD

Required Action(s): HD-HEIGHT DISTRICT

Project Descriptions(s): CHANGE OF HEIGHT DISTRICT WITHIN THE "CORE AREA OF L.A."- GENERAL PLAN ZONE CONSISTENCY PROGRAM.

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-165331-SA7370

ORD-161116-SA27

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.gov



ZIMAS INTRANET LARIAC6 2020 Color-Ortho 03/20/2024
City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

Address: 4467 W 2ND ST Tract: TR 775 Zoning: R3-1

APN: 5516025004 Block: None General Plan: Medium Residential

PIN #: 138B193  1328 Lot: 10  

 Arb: None  
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	Proposed Monument Name: The Sword Apartments
	Name Description: [First Owner/Tenant]
	Associated names: 
	Street Address0: 4467 W. 2nd St.
	Zip: 90004
	CD: 13
	Range of Addresses on Property: 4469,4471,4473,4475,4477,4479
	Community Name: Wilshire
	Assessor Parcel Number: 5516025004
	Tract: TR 775
	Block: None
	Lot: 10
	Identification cont'd: 
	Proposed Monument Type: Buil
	Additional1: 
	Additional2: 
	Year Built: 1933
	Accuracy: Factual
	Threats to Site: [None]
	ArchitectDesigner: Milton J. Black
	Contractor: Security Finance & Building Co.
	Original use: residential
	Present use: residential
	OriginalSite: Yes
	Style: [Monterey Revival]
	Stories: 2
	Plan Shape: [L-shaped]
	Primary Construction Type: [Wood]
	Secondary Construction Type: [Select]
	Primary Cladding Material: [Stucco, smooth]
	Secondary Cladding Material: [Wood clapboards]
	Primary Shape: [Gable]
	Secondary Shape: [Hipped, pyramidal]
	Primary Roof: [Clay tile, rounded]
	Secondary Roof: [Clay tile, rounded]
	Primary Window Type: [Casement]
	Secondary Window Type: [Double-hung]
	Primary Window Material: [Wood]
	Secondary Window Material: [Wood]
	Primary Main Entry Style: [Recessed]
	Secondary Main Entry Style: [Select]
	Primary Door Material: [Select]
	Secondary Door Material: [Select]
	AS Date 1: 2000
	AS Summary 1: replace damaged finish in basement
	AS Date 2: 2000
	AS Summary 2: repair cripple wall
	AS Date 3: 2000
	AS Summary 3: remove and replace rotted floor joist
	AS Date 4: 
	AS Summary 4: 
	AS Date 5: 
	AS Summary 5: 
	AS Date 6: 
	AS Summary 6: 
	AS Date 7: 
	AS Summary 7: 
	AS Date 8: 
	AS Summary 8: 
	National Register: 
	California Register: 
	Formally eiligible: 
	HPOZ: 
	Contributing Feature: 
	Non-contributing Feature: 
	Historic Resource Survey: 
	Survey Name1: 
	Survey Name2: 
	Other Historic Designation: 
	Criterion 1: Yes
	Criterion 2: 
	Criterion 3: Yes
	Contact Name1: James Dastoli
	Company1: 
	Contact St Address1: PO Box 1843
	ContactCity1: Los Angeles
	State1: CA
	Contact Zip1: 90028
	Phone1: 
	Email1: james.dastolI@gmail.com
	Owner Supported: 
	Contact Name2: TORNEL MARIO SILVA MARTHA A
	Company2: 
	Contact St Address2: 8625 SAN FERNANDO RD
	ContactCity2: Sun Valley
	State2: CA
	Contact Zip2: 91352
	Phone2: 
	Email2: 
	Contact Name3: James Dastoli
	Company3: 
	Contact St Address3: PO Box 1843
	ContactCity3: Los Angeles
	State3: CA
	Contact Zip3: 90028
	Phone3: 
	Email3: james.dastolI@gmail.com


