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Honorable City Councilmembers 
City Clerk, Room 395, City Hall 
Attn:  Petty F. Santos 
 
RAP Response to CF 25-0006-S23 Status of RAP owned facilities that were impacted by 
the City Wildfires in January 2025.   
 
Background:   
On January 14, the City Council adopted Special Motion 25-0006-S23, requesting the 
Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP) to report on the status of City-owned buildings, 
facilities, service yards, and other resources that may have been impacted by the Palisades Fire 
and other wildfires in the City.  
 
Emergency Response 
Per the Los Angeles Administrative Code, The Public Welfare and Shelter Division shall be 
under and subject to the control of the Department of Recreation and Parks of the City of Los 
Angeles. The Chief of this division shall be the General Manager of the Department. The chief 
shall be responsible for arranging, directing and coordinating sheltering services for persons 
rendered homeless as a result of a local emergency. 
 
During the Los Angeles Fires, RAP deployed its staff and resources for emergency operations, 
activating its Department Operations Center (DOC) to Level 2, activating its 
Continuity of Operations Plan Team (COOP), and beginning damage assessments. 
Within a very short period, RAP staff had stood up 16 facilities, including 6 shelters for families, 
2 large animal evacuation centers, a Family Assistance Center (FAC) at the Cheviot Hills 
Recreation Center, 2 interim housing shelters, a VA housing shelter, as well as 6 shower sites. 
In total, 47 Mass Care Operation centers were mobilized for needs such as air quality relief, 
drop-in child care and camp activities for displaced students, interim housing, water distribution, 
and mutual aid. 
 
Over 600 RAP staff were involved in emergency operations and reception of people and 
animals, using a combination of regular staff and augmented staff, including pulling as-needed 
staff from other areas of the City. Nine park rangers responded to the ongoing fires, helping to 
extinguish 51 blazes, utilizing 13 vehicles. 
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To support the families directly affected by the fires, including children whose schools had 
burned down,RAP created 4 support day camps for serving 150 residents, partnering with 
Project Camp, LA Zoo, Play Equity/LA84, and the LA Library for robust programming. In 
addition, RAP offered 27 drop-in childcare centers across the City.  
 
Assessment of Damages 
There was extensive damage to Palisades Park and significant damage to the Palisades 
Recreation Center (newer gymnasium).  Other ancillary buildings, park amenities, fencing, trees, 
and landscaped areas also suffered some damage, including George Wolfberg Park at Potrero 
Canyon.   
 
On January 30, 2025, at the request of RAP, the Bureau of Engineering (BOE) conducted a 
visual assessment of the wildfire damage to the recreation center facility from the Palisades 
Fire.  BOE looked at the following aspects:  architectural, structural, electrical, mechanical & 
plumbing and landscape.   
 
Attachment 1 is a copy of the BOE Report with the assessment of damage to the Palisades 
Recreation Center gymnasium.  
 
Additionally, 42 acres of natural area were damaged at Runyon Canyon park during the Sunset 
Fire and minor damage to shade structures at Wattles Garden Park. Fire damage was sustained 
to natural areas and vegetation at other parks including O’Melveny and Stetson Ranch.  
Included as Attachment 2 is a list of other damages as of March 25, 2025.  
 
RAP also requested an analysis of shallow playground sand at selected parks throughout the 
City. Group Delta consultants was provided a group of 18 sand pit locations at 17 parks 
maintained and operated by RAP. The objectives of this limited investigation were to evaluate 
sand quality at the selected sand pit locations due to the potential for aerial deposition of 
contaminants to playground sand following significant recent wildfire events in the City and 
County of Los Angeles. Sand was investigated in February 2025 for potential chemicals of 
concern (COC), including Title 22 metals (17 elements plus lithium) and polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs), which could be present in the sand as combustion byproducts.  Based 
upon the analytical results, and the distribution of the selected parks throughout the City of Los 
Angeles, this analysis provided no evidence for significant aerial deposition of contaminants in 
playground sand. 
 
Recommendations: 
That the CIty Council Note and File this report 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
JIMMY KIM 
General Manager 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WltL1ygAvX8BtXkE0RLOfEtC-KDKjllc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Mb4By1dO-G-THXWQZpan2mjscIkDxmCO/view?usp=drive_link
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Attachment 2 2025 Fire Damage Repairs - March 25, 2025

RAP Response CF 25-0006-S23

Facility Name Description of Damage / Scope of work

George Wolfberg Park (Formerly Potrero Canyon
Park) BOE continues to be onsite for vegetation management

O'Melveny Park

1) Initial fire damage was the burnt slope vegetation.
2) Maintenance installed temporary closures and signage

Palisades Recreation Center (See BOE Site Assessment Report)

Runyon Canyon

1)  Initial fire damage was the burn natural hillside vegetation;
2)  Maintenance staff installed erosion control measures and
Construction staff installed temporary Chain link

Runyon Canyon - Road Repair

1)  After the fire and storm events, staff observed one of the
maintenance roadway/trails is substantially eroded and needs to
be repaired
2)  erosion is currently being evaluated by BOE Geotechnical
Division
3)  Possible scope of work includes slope  and roadway repair

Stetson Ranch
1)  Initial fire damage was the burnt natural hillside vegetation
2)  Maintenance staff installed erosion control measures

Temescal Canyon Park

1)  Initial fire damage was the burnt natural hillside vegetation, fire
damaged fences and wooden picnic trellis
2) Scope of work is to repair wooden trellis and repair perimiter

Wattles Gardens - Erosion Repairs

1)  Initial fire damage was the burnt natural hillside vegetation and
fire damage to decorative wooden arch gateway to rear Japanese
Garden
2)  Maintenance staff installed erosion control measures including
sand bags and straw wattles
3)  Maintenance staff continutes to clean mud flow

Wattles Gardens - Structures and Pergola
Repairs

Scope of work is to repair/reconstruct the pergola and wooden
gates damaged by fire and mudflow

Citywide Playground Sand Sampling Evaluate and assess sand at 17 playground locations to determine
effects of the fires at Palisades and Eaton Canyon
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