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IV. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting
Program

1. Introduction

Section 21081.6 of the Public Resources Code requires a lead agency to adopt a
‘reporting or monitoring program for the changes made to the project or conditions of
project approval, adopted in order to mitigate or avoid significant effects on the
environment.” Section 15097 of the CEQA Guidelines provides additional direction on
mitigation monitoring or reporting. As the lead agency for the Project, Metro is responsible
for administering and implementing the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
(MMRP). The decisionmakers must define specific monitoring requirements to be enforced
during project implementation. The primary purpose of the MMRP is to ensure that the
project design features (PDFs) and mitigation measures (MMs) identified in the Draft and
Final EIR are implemented, effectively minimizing the identified environmental effects.

2. Organization

As shown in Section 4 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program below, each
identified PDF and MM for the Project is listed and categorized by environmental impact
area, with accompanying identification of the following:

e Monitoring Action: The criteria that would determine when the measure has
been accomplished and/or the monitoring actions to be undertaken to ensure the
measure is implemented.

e Responsible Party: The entity accountable for the action.

e Enforcement Agency: The agency or agencies responsible for overseeing the
implementation of mitigation.

e Monitoring Phase: The timing of when implementation of the action is verified.

3. Program Modification

After review and approval of the final MMRP by the Lead Agency, minor changes
and modifications to the MMRP are permitted, but can only be made subject to Metro
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approval. The Lead Agency, in conjunction with any appropriate agencies or departments,
will determine the adequacy of any proposed change or modification. This flexibility is
necessary in light of the nature of the MMRP and the need to protect the environment. No
changes will be permitted unless the MMRP continues to satisfy the requirements of
CEQA, as determined by the Lead Agency.

The Project shall be in substantial conformance with the PDFs and MMs contained
in this MMRP. The enforcing departments or agencies may determine substantial
conformance with PDFs and MMs in the MMRP in their reasonable discretion. If the
department or agency cannot find substantial conformance, a PDF or MM may be modified
or deleted as follows: the enforcing department or agency, or the decision maker for a
subsequent discretionary project related approval, finds that the modification or deletion
complies with CEQA, including CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 and 15164, which could
include the preparation of an addendum or subsequent environmental clearance, if
necessary, to analyze the impacts from the modifications to or deletion of the PDFs or
MMs. Any addendum or subsequent CEQA clearance shall explain why the PDF or MM is
no longer needed, not feasible, or the other basis for modifying or deleting the PDF or MM,
and that the modification will not result in a new significant impact or a substantial increase
in the severity of a previously identified significant impact consistent with the requirements
of CEQA. Under this process, the modification or deletion of a PDF or MM shall not in and
of itself require a modification to any Project discretionary approval unless the Director of
Planning for Metro as the Lead Agency also finds that the change to the PDF or MM results
in a substantial change to the Project or the non-environmental conditions of approval.
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