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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 
AMASIS APARTMENTS 

REQUEST: Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 

OWNERS: Robert S Eisenstein, Co-Trustee 
R S and E Eisenstein Trust and 
A Isaacs, Co-Trustee 
Isaacs Trust 
614 N. Linden Drive 
Beverly Hills, CA  90210 

APPLICANT: James Dastoli 
PO Box 1843 
Los Angeles, CA  90028 

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative
Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7.

2. Adopt the staff report and findings.

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 

HEARING DATE: January 16, 2025 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 

200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
and via Teleconference (see 
agenda for login information) 

EXPIRATION DATE:  February 1, 2025 

CASE NO.: CHC-2024-4345-HCM 
  ENV-2024-4346-CE 

Location: 747 N. Wilcox Avenue 
Council District: 13 – Soto-Martinez  
Community Plan Area: Hollywood 
Land Use Designation: Medium Residential 
Zoning: R3-1 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Greater Wilshire 
Legal Description: Strong and Dickenson’s 

  South Hollywood No. 1 Tract, 
  Block I, Lot 3 
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner         Lambert M. Giessinger, Senior Architect  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     
           
Melissa Jones, City Planner             Andrez Parra, Planning Assistant  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
           
   
Attachments:            Commission/Staff Site Inspection Photos–December 12, 2024  
                                 Historic-Cultural Monument Application  
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FINDINGS 
 

● The Amasis Apartments “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or 
method of construction” as a highly intact and excellent, rare example of a multi-family 
residential building designed in the Egyptian Revival architectural style. 

 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as 
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or 
community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or 
represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius 
influenced his or her age. 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Amasis Apartments is a two-story apartment building located on the west side of Wilcox Avenue 
between Melrose Avenue and Waring Avenue in Hollywood. Constructed in 1926, the building was 
designed by architect and builder John Manley Close (1881-1953) as an apartment hotel for owner 
G.G. Wright in the Egyptian Revival architectural style.  
 
The Egyptian Revival architectural style was first popularized at the beginning of the nineteenth 
century following Napoleon’s campaigns in Egypt between 1798 and 1802. Upper- and middle-class 
Americans were introduced to Egyptian culture through museum exhibits, lectures, popular literature, 
and public mummy unwrappings. Egyptian culture and forms were also incorporated into public 
monuments such as obelisks such as the Washington Monument – along with Greek and Roman 
influences. The popularity of the style waned in favor of other revival styles such as Gothic Revival in 
the mid-nineteenth century. The style was once again popularized following the discovery of King 
Tutankhamun’s tomb in 1922. As movies featuring Egypt grew in number, Egyptian Revival 
architecture was utilized in designing movie theaters such as Grauman’s Egyptian Theater in 
Hollywood (1922, Historic-Cultural Monument #584). While the popularity of the style was never 
sustained or widespread, Egyptian Revival influences were incorporated into and inspired Art Deco 
elements such as the use of vibrant color, stepped forms, abstracted nature motifs, and geometrical 
ornaments. Character-defining features of the style include monolithic solid walls, flat low-pitched 
roofs, cavetto cornices, corbelled openings, obelisks, and Egyptian decorative motifs.  
 
T-shaped in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with stucco and cement plaster 
cladding and has a flat roof with a red tile-capped parapet. The primary, east-facing elevation is 
symmetrical and features two sets of painted concrete steps that lead up to and through a centered 
arch entranceway. At the top of the steps is a deeply recessed doorway. Above the entranceway is a 
bowed balcony with a curved metal railing and a recessed rectangular entrance above. The entrances 
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and balcony feature painted Egyptian ornamentation above and below respectively. The centered 
entrance and second-floor balcony are set within a slightly projecting volume clad in cement plaster 
that is scored to resemble stone with painted Egyptian detailing above the recessed second-floor 
entrance. Flanking the entranceway are arched ogee alcoves with painted Egyptian detailing. Other 
features on the primary facade are a cavetto cornice with painted geometric detailing, textured 
Egyptian-style columns with painted floral and geometric detailing, and steep projecting walls with 
cement plaster scored to resemble stone at the northern and southern ends of the facade with an 
alcove set within a trefoil arch to the north and a trefoil arch entranceway covered by a security gate 
to the south. The north- and south-facing facades are largely symmetrical with a slightly protruding 
volume on the east with protruding wall vents on the second floor and no ornamentation along the 
recessed portion. Fenestration across the building consists of multi-lite wood casement windows, 
double-hung wood windows, and jalousie windows. Interior features include wood floors, archways, 
and original kitchen cabinets in some of the units.  
 
John Manley (J.M.) Close was an architect, builder, and real estate broker active in Los Angeles 
between 1910 and 1935. Close designed and constructed apartments and bungalow courts based 
on the latest trends. Inspired by the archaeological discoveries in Egypt, Close designed at least four 
Egyptian Revival buildings across Los Angeles in addition to the subject property, including the 
Karnak Apartments (1925), the Ahmed Apartments (1926), the Osiris Apartments (1928), and a fourth 
apartment building completed in 1930. Close is noted as among the only Los Angeles architects to 
repeatedly utilize the Egyptian Revival architectural style. 
 
The subject property has experienced a number of alterations that include fire repair in 1972, the 
addition of acoustic tile ceilings and floor coverings in 1982, the addition of security bars to the first-
floor windows, and a security fence door added over the southern entranceway to the building. During 
the Commission site visit it was also observed that several of the windows on the primary, east-facing, 
and secondary elevations had been replaced with jalousie windows and security doors were installed 
on a couple of unit doors, all at unknown dates.  
  
 
DISCUSSION 

The Amasis Apartments meets one criterion for designation under the Cultural Heritage Ordinance 
criteria.  
 
The subject property “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of 
construction” as a highly intact and excellent, rare example of a multi-family residential building 
designed in the Egyptian Revival architectural style.  
 
The Egyptian Revival architectural style was popularized in Los Angeles in the 1920s and was utilized 
in zoos, department stores, as well as limited residential properties such as apartment buildings, 
bungalow courts, and single-family residences. John Manley Close was one of the few architects 
specializing in this style. Although the Egyptian Revival architectural style did not gain sustained 
popularity beyond the 1930s, many of the style’s features are also seen within Art Deco architectural 
designs. The subject property exhibits a number of exterior and interior features characteristic of the 
style such as large, embedded columns; monolithic, massive solid walls; a flat, low-pitched roof; 
cavetto/Egyptian gorge cornices; and Egyptian decorative motifs. Buildings designed in the Egyptian 
Revival style are rare in Los Angeles. There are six multi-family properties designed in the Egyptian 
Revival architectural style identified in HistoricPlacesLA as individually eligible for designation; 
however, none of these buildings appear to be as intact as the subject property.  
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While the building has experienced some alterations on the interior and exterior, the subject property 
retains a high level of integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association to convey its significance. 
 
 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken by 
regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects limited 
to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation or 
reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the Amasis Apartments as an Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with 
Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that future 
construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with Section 
22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts to an Historic-
Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC. Without the 
regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and integrity of the 
subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new construction and the 
demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide standards concerning the 
historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the continued preservation of the 
subject property.   
 
The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 
Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions to a categorical 
exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project was found to be 
exempt based on the following:  
 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation 
is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the 
environment through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation 
of Historic-Cultural Monuments. 

 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. 

 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2024-4346-CE was prepared on December 13, 2024.  
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BACKGROUND 
 
On July 10, 2024, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. In accordance 
with Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.171.10 (e), on July 25, 2024, the property owner, 
with mutual consent of the applicant and Director of Planning, requested an extension to the time for 
the Commission to take the property under consideration. On September 19, 2024, the Cultural 
Heritage Commission voted to take the subject property under consideration as a potential Historic-
Cultural Monument. In accordance with Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.171.10 (e), on 
October 7, 2024, the property owner requested up to a 60-day extension to the time for the 
Commission to act. On December 12, 2024, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of 
Commissioners Kanner and Buelna conducted a site inspection of the property, accompanied by staff 
from the Office of Historic Resources.  





Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 2 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 3 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 4 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 5 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 6 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 7 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 8 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 9 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 10 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 11 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 12 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 13 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 14 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 15 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 16 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 17 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 18 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 19 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 20 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 21 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 22 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 23 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 24 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 25 of 28



Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 26 of 28





Commission/Staff Site Inspection -- December 12, 2024 
Page 28 of 28



COUNTY CLERK’S USE CITY OF LOS ANGELES  
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 

200 NORTH SPRING STREET, ROOM 395 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
(PRC Section 21152; CEQA Guidelines Section 15062) 

 
Filing of this form is optional. If filed, the form shall be filed with the County Clerk, 12400 E. Imperial Highway, Norwalk, CA 90650, 
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21152(b) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15062. Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 
21167 (d), the posting of this notice starts a 35-day statute of limitations on court challenges to reliance on an exemption for the project. 
Failure to file this notice as provided above, results in the statute of limitations being extended to 180 days. 
PARENT CASE NUMBER(S) / REQUESTED ENTITLEMENTS 
CHC-2024-4345-HCM 
LEAD CITY AGENCY 
City of Los Angeles (Department of City Planning) 

CASE NUMBER 
ENV-2024-4346-CE 

PROJECT TITLE  
Amasis Apartments 

COUNCIL DISTRICT 
13 

PROJECT LOCATION   (Street Address and Cross Streets and/or Attached Map)                           ☐   Map attached. 
747 N. Wilcox Avenue, Los Angeles, CA  90038 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:                                                                                                                 ☐   Additional page(s) attached. 
 Designation of the Amasis Apartments as an Historic-Cultural Monument. 
NAME OF APPLICANT / OWNER: 
N/A 
CONTACT PERSON (If different from Applicant/Owner above) 
Andrez Parra 

(AREA CODE) TELEPHONE NUMBER |        EXT. 
(213) 756-1698   

EXEMPT STATUS:  (Check all boxes, and include all exemptions, that apply and provide relevant citations.) 
 STATE CEQA STATUTE & GUIDELINES  
   

☐ STATUTORY EXEMPTION(S)     
               Public Resources Code Section(s) ______________________________________________________________  

 
☒ CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION(S) (State CEQA Guidelines Sec. 15301-15333 / Class 1-Class 33) 

 
        CEQA Guideline Section(s) / Class(es) __8 and 31__________________________________________________ 

 
☐ OTHER BASIS FOR EXEMPTION (E.g., CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) or (b)(4) or Section 15378(b) ) 
 
         ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

JUSTIFICATION FOR PROJECT EXEMPTION:                                                                            ☐ Additional page(s) attached 
Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 of the State’s Guidelines applies to where project’s consists of “actions taken by regulatory agencies, 
as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where 
the regulatory process involves procedures for protection of the environment.” Class 31 applies “to maintenance, repair, stabilization, 
rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Buildings.” Designation of the Amasis Apartments as an Historic-Cultural Monument will assure 
the protection of the environment by the enactment of project review regulations based on the Secretary of Interior’s Standards to 
maintain and preserve the historic site. 
 

☒  None of the exceptions in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 to the categorical exemption(s) apply to the Project.  
☐  The project is identified in one or more of the list of activities in the City of Los Angeles CEQA Guidelines as cited in the justification. 
IF FILED BY APPLICANT, ATTACH CERTIFIED DOCUMENT ISSUED BY THE CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT STATING THAT 
THE DEPARTMENT HAS FOUND THE PROJECT TO BE EXEMPT.  
If different from the applicant, the identity of the person undertaking the project. 
CITY STAFF USE ONLY: 
CITY STAFF NAME AND SIGNATURE 
Andrez Parra                                              [SIGNED COPY IN FILE] 

STAFF TITLE 
Planning Assistant 

ENTITLEMENTS APPROVED 
N/A 

FEE: 
N/A 

RECEIPT NO. 
N/A 

REC’D. BY (DCP DSC STAFF NAME) 
N/A 

DISTRIBUTION:  County Clerk, Agency Record 
Rev. 3-27-2019 
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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 
AMASIS APARTMENTS 

REQUEST: Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 

OWNERS: Robert S Eisenstein, Co-Trustee 
R S and E Eisenstein Trust and 
A Isaacs, Co-Trustee 
Isaacs Trust 
614 N. Linden Drive, 
Beverly Hills, CA  90210 

APPLICANT: James Dastoli 
PO Box 1843 
Los Angeles, CA  90028 

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   because
the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal warrants
further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 

HEARING DATE: September 19, 2024 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 

200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
and teleconference (see 
agenda for login  
information) 

EXPIRATION DATE: August 9, 2024* 

*owner requested continuance on July 25, 2024

CASE NO.: CHC-2024-4345-HCM 
  ENV-2024-4346-CE 

Location: 747 N. Wilcox Avenue 
Council District: 13 – Soto-Martinez 
Community Plan Area: Hollywood  
Land Use Designation: Medium Residential 
Zoning: R3-1 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Greater Wilshire 
Legal Description: Strong and Dickenson’s South 

  Hollywood No. 1 Tract, Block I, 
  Lot 3 
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner         Lambert M. Giessinger, Senior Architect 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Melissa Jones, City Planner             Andrez Parra, Planning Assistant  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Amasis Apartments is a two-story apartment building located on the west side of Wilcox Avenue 
between Melrose Avenue and Waring Avenue in Hollywood. Constructed in 1926, the building was 
designed by architect and builder John Manley Close (1881-1953)  as an apartment building for the 
owner G.G. Wright in the Egyptian Revival architectural style.  
 
The Egyptian Revival architectural style was first popularized at the beginning of the nineteenth 
century following Napoleon’s campaigns in Egypt between 1798 and 1802. Upper- and middle-
class Americans were introduced to Egyptian culture through museum exhibits, lectures, popular 
literature, and public mummy unwrappings. Egyptian culture and forms were also incorporated into 
public monuments such as obelisks such as the Washington Monument – along with Greek and 
Roman influences.  The popularity of the style waned in favor of other revival styles such as Gothic 
Revival in the mid-nineteenth century. The style was once again popularized following the discovery 
of King Tutankhamun’s tomb in 1922. As movies featuring Egypt grew in number, Egyptian Revival 
architecture was utilized in designing movie theaters such as Grauman’s Egyptian Theater in 
Hollywood (1922, Historic-Cultural Monument #584). The style was also utilized in zoos, department 
stores, and residential properties such as apartment buildings, bungalow courts, and single-family 
residences. While the popularity of the style was never sustained or widespread, Egyptian Revival 
influences were incorporated into and inspired Art Deco elements such as the use of vibrant color, 
stepped forms, abstracted nature motifs, and geometrical ornaments. Character-defining features 
of the style include monolithic solid walls, flat low-pitched roofs, cavetto cornices, corbelled 
openings, obelisks, and Egyptian decorative motifs.  
 
T-shaped in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with stucco and cement plaster 
cladding and has a flat roof with a red tile-capped parapet. The primary, east-facing elevation is 
symmetrical and features two sets of painted concrete steps that lead up to and through a centered 
arch entranceway. At the top of the steps is a deeply recessed doorway. Above the entranceway is 
a bowed balcony with a curved metal railing and a recessed rectangular entrance above. The 
entrances and balcony feature painted Egyptian ornamentation above and below respectively. The 
centered entrance and second-floor balcony are set within a slightly projecting volume clad in 
cement plaster that is scored to resemble stone with painted Egyptian detailing above the recessed 
second-floor entrance. Flanking the entranceway are arched ogee alcoves with painted Egyptian 
detailing. Other features on the primary facade are a cavetto cornice with painted geometric 
detailing, textured Egyptian-style columns with painted floral and geometric detailing, and steep 
projecting walls with cement plaster scored to resemble stone at the northern and southern ends of 
the facade with an alcove set within a trefoil arch to the north and a trefoil arch entranceway covered 
by a security gate to the south. The north- and south-facing facades are largely symmetrical with a 
slightly protruding volume on the east with protruding wall vents on the second floor and no 
ornamentation along the recessed portion. Fenestration across the building consists of multi-lite 
wood casement windows, double-hung wood windows, and jalousie windows. Interior features 
include wood floors, archways, and original kitchen cabinets in some of the units.  
 
John Manley (J.M.) Close was an architect, builder, and realty broker active in Los Angeles between 
1910 and 1935. Close designed and constructed apartments and bungalow courts based on the 
latest trends. Inspired by the archaeological discoveries in Egypt, Close designed at least four 
Egyptian Revival buildings across Los Angeles in addition to the subject property, including the 
Karnak Apartments (1925), the Ahmed Apartments (1926), the Osiris Apartments (1928), and a 
fourth apartment building completed in 1930. Close is noted as among the only architects to 
repeatedly utilize the Egyptian Revival architectural style. 
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The subject property has experienced a number of alterations that include fire repair in 1972, the 
addition of acoustic tile ceilings and floor coverings in 1982, the addition of security bars to the first-
floor windows, and a security fence door added over the southern entranceway to the building.  
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as 
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or 
community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On July 10, 2024, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. In accordance 
with Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.171.10 (e), on July 25, 2024, the property owner, 
with mutual consent of the applicant and Director of Planning, requested an extension to the time 
for the Commission to take the property under consideration. 
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Amasis Apartments

Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination Continuation Sheet

A. Property Description

Site

The Amasis Apartments are located at 747 N. Wilcox Avenue in Hollywood. The building takes up 
most of its rectangular parcel, and is fronted by a small lawn and sidewalk on the east elevation. 
Narrow alleyways separate the building from other multi-family buildings on the north, south, and 
west.

Exterior

The two story tall building is roughly rectangular in plan, with very shallow setbacks on the side 
elevation. It is clad in stucco, and has a flat roof. The primary elevation has a facade of a stylized 
Ancient Egyptian temple that projects from the face of the building, with the stucco scored to simulate 
stone. The sides are tapered like those of an Egyptian pylon, with a large cavetto topping it. The 
symettrical seven bay wide front elevation features simplified columns that are influenced by those at 
Egyptian temple sites engaged into the walls. The entrance is recessed under a pointed horseshoe arch 
that is flanked by two alcoves with reverse ogee openings. Above that is a bowed balcony with a 
curved wrought iron railing. There are irregular multi-foil arched openings at each corner of the 
building. One of the openings has been filled in. Egyptian motifs that are reminiscent if hieroglyphics 
are painted in various places on the facade. Typical windows are multi-light wood casements, although 
most have been replaced with jalousies.

Interior

Real estate listings show the Egyptian Revival theme carried into the interior common area, with 
original sconces, alcoves, and wrought iron railings.

Alterations

Some windows have been replaced within original openings.

B. Statement of Significance

Summary

The Amasis Apartments meet the following criteria for designation as a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural 
Monument:

It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or 
represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius 
influenced his or her age.
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Designed in 1926 by J.M. Close, the property meets criterion 3 by serving as an excellent example of 
the Egyptian Revival style, which is considered a sub-theme of Exotic Revival architecture. The 
building's overall massing, materials, roofline, and ornamentation are all fashioned after an Egyptian 
temple, with massive solid walls, a cavetto cornice, and thick columns. The building opened four years 
after the discovery of  Tutankhamen's tomb.

Egyptian Influenced Architecture in Hollywood

The first exotic building to truly capture the collective imagination of Los Angeles was Grauman’s 
Egyptian Theater (HCM #584) from 1922, which was based on an Egyptian temple.1 While Meyer & 
Holler may have been influenced by archaeological discoveries in Egypt, it is also possible that their 
inspiration for the theater on Hollywood Boulevard came from Hollywood itself, as films of the Silent 
Era were especially preoccupied with faraway lands.2 The Vista theater, which opened in 1923 with a 
design by Lewis A. Smith, was originally planned to have an interior that matched its Spanish Colonial 
Revival style exterior, but the 1922 discovery of King Tutankhamen’s tomb in Egypt prompted a 
change in the design to capitalize on the public's interest.3 A year after the opening of the Vista, 
contractor J.M. Close, who primarily designed and constructed apartments and bungalow courts 
between 1910 and 1935,4 built his first of a series of apartment buildings around Hollywood that 
mimicked the form of an Egyptian temple.

Egyptian Revival Apartment Buildings by John Manley Close

An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles has this to say about Close's buildings, “It is amusing to 
speculate what on earth was in this developer-builder-architect's mind when he conceived of buildings 
such as these. Close designed, built, and marketed his buildings, and in his advertisements, he 
encouraged prospective buyers to “pyramid your dollars.” The buildings are mostly plain Los Angeles 
stucco boxes; it is the pylons and the colonnaded frontispieces that makes you stop and look. Only 747 
N. Wilcox Avenue retains any of the script. The Karnak Apartments at 5617 La Mirada Avenue, Ahmed
Apartments at 5616 Lexington Avenue, and Osiris Apartments at 430 S. Union Avenue all have painted 
pylons to create a contrast in the facade.”5

His Egyptian Revival buildings include the following: Oasis (1020 S. Kingsley Drive) (1924), 1017 S. 
Kingsley Drive (1925), Ahmed (5616 Lexington Avenue) (1925), Rameses (1020 S. New Hampshire 
Avenue) (1925), and Karnak (5617 La Mirada Avenue) (1926), Osiris (430 S. Union Avenue) (1926). 
Most of these buildings have seen their integrity severely degraded with flush-mounted vinyl window 
replacements. Osiris and 1017 S. Kingsley seem to retain an acceptable level of integrity, but they do 
not contain any of the painted murals that Amasis has. Only Amasis is able to communicate the original
intent of J.M. Close's Egyptian Revival buildings.

1 Gleye Paul. (1981). Architecture of Los Angeles. Los Angeles: Rosebud Books.
2 City of Los Angeles. "Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement Context: Architecture and Engineering Theme: Exotic 

Revival, 1900-1980,” ed. Department of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources, SurveyLA, 2015.
3 “Vista Theater.” Los Angeles Conservancy, https://www.laconservancy.org/learn/historic-places/vista-theatre/.
4 City of Los Angeles. "Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement Context: Architecture and Engineering Theme: Exotic 

Revival, 1900-1980,” ed. Department of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources, SurveyLA, 2015.
5 Winter, Robert and David Gebhard. An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles: Fully Revised 6th Edition. Angel City Press, 2018.
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Amasis Apartments

Permits were issued to owner G.G. Wright for the construction of a 40 room apartment building on 
June 3, 1926. The contractor is listed as J.M. Close. There is no architect listed on the permit. Satellite 
photography shows that the Amasis was one of the largest buildings on this block of Wilcox throughout
the 20th century, as it was mostly comprised of single family homes. The furnished apartments were 
advertised for in the Los Angles Times just after opening, with mentions of large dressing rooms, 
private phones, and janitor service.6 On January 15, 1928, the Los Angeles Times reported on the 
exchange of the building,7 and then on February 12, 1928, they reported on another exchange from A. 
L. Hershner to Dorothy S. and Bessie S. Rubin.8 In 1929, an auction was held for a new buyer.9 Other 
names that appear on permits for the building are Ralph Shank (1972), Loretta Johnson (1982), and 
Robert and Esther Eisenstein (1998).

Exotic Revival Architecture10

As a relatively young city, Exotic Revival architecture did not arrive in Los Angeles until its second 
period of popularity during the twentieth century. While still rare, the imaginative environment of Los 
Angeles nurtured the style, resulting in some of the city’s greatest landmarks.

One of the first examples of Exotic Revival architecture in Los Angeles was the opulent, feudal 
Japanese-inspired estate, Yamashiro (“Castle on the Hill”), completed in 1914. It was designed by 
architect Franklin M. Small for the eccentric Bernheimer brothers, Adolf and Eugene. The Bernheimers
were from a wealthy merchant family that imported a number of dry goods through New York. The 
brothers were exposed to Asian art, antiques, and silks as they imported goods from Asia to sell 
stateside, eventually amassing a huge collection of Asian artifacts. In order to house their collection, 
they built the Yamashiro estate on a twelve-acre site in the Hollywood Hills. The rumor at the time was
that hundreds of Asian craftsmen were responsible for its construction. Yamashiro was a private home 
until the Bernheimers sold it in 1924. It would later be the headquarters of an exclusive social club, and
was not accessible to the public until the 1930s. Yamashiro was listed as LAHCM #921 in 2008 for its 
architectural and historical significance.

While it was not the first exotic building in Los Angeles, the first to truly capture the collective 
imagination of Los Angeles was Grauman’s Egyptian Theater (LAHCM #584). It opened on October 
18, 1922 at the premiere of Robin Hood starring Douglas Fairbanks. The theater design was based on 
that of an Egyptian temple—fronted with a long, elaborate forecourt decorated with Egyptian murals, it
hardly appeared to be a movie theater at all, and it had Angelenos transfixed.

The architectural firm of Meyer & Holler was responsible for the glamorous and outlandish Egyptian 
Theater. It is possible that they were influenced by archaeological discoveries in Egypt, but they may 
have looked closer to home for inspiration. Early Hollywood films were especially preoccupied with 
faraway lands, forgotten cities, and exotic landscapes. For example, D.W. Griffith constructed a 

6 Advertisement for Amasis Apts. Los Angeles Times, 15 October 1926.
7 “Apartments in Exchange Deal.” Los Angeles Times, 15 January 1928.
8 “Deal Involves &180,000 Total.” Los Angeles Times, 12 February 1928.
9 Advertisement for 747 No. Wilcox Ave Auction. Los Angeles Times, 14 July 1929.
10 Excerpted and adapted from City of Los Angeles. "Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement Context: Architecture and 

Engineering Theme: Exotic Revival, 1900-1980,” ed. Department of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources, SurveyLA, 2015.
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massive set—the largest ever built at that time—featuring an amalgamation of architectural elements 
loosely based on the Persian and Babylonian empires for his infamous three-hour film, Intolerance. The
set, in all its grandeur, remained for years along Sunset Boulevard.

Meyer & Holler delighted the movie-going crowd again in 1927 with the completion of Grauman’s 
Chinese Theater (LAHCM #55), a whimsical temple in the “Chippendale Chinese” style. The design 
was not necessarily accurate to Chinese architecture, but rather was an extravagant reimagining of an 
English interpretation. The theater was highly ornamented, down to the dragon-shaped water faucets in 
the lavatories. Another of Los Angeles’ fanciful theaters was Morgan, Walls & Clements’ Mayan 
Theater (LAHCM #460), also completed in 1927. Smaller-scale, residential buildings with elements of 
Exotic Revival styles began to spring up across the city in reaction to these types of buildings, 
concurrent with the fantasy of Period Revival styles that drew its inspiration anywhere from French 
castles and English fairytales.

The synthesis of several different styles, including Exotic Revival, resulted in some of the most iconic 
and unique buildings in the city. John Parkinson, Albert C. Martin, and John C. Austin were awarded 
the commission for Los Angeles City Hall (LAHCM #150) in 1925. They collaborated on the design: 
Parkinson spearheaded the architectural concept, Martin was responsible for structural engineering, and
Austin created the working drawings and managed the project. Architect Austin Whittlesey was 
retained for the interior design. The design intent for the building was to combine many different styles
to create a “hybrid” that did not necessarily correspond with an existing style or era. Completing the 
project in 1928, the architects blended elements of the classical and exotic; the building features 
monumental columns and high-style symmetry as well as a lavish, Byzantine-inspired rotunda at the 
third floor, and a stepped “ziggurat” at its apex, mimicking the overall form of an Egyptian obelisk.

Another downtown Los Angeles landmark is the Los Angeles Central Library (LAHCM #46). Bertram 
Grosvenor Goodhue began the design for the library in 1921; after he passed away in 1924, Carleton 
Winslow supervised its completion. Like City Hall, the library is a composite of classical and exotic 
elements—including those derived from Moorish/Islamic, Egyptian, Byzantine, and Roman 
architecture—that resulted in a building that is both monumental and symbolic. The building is 
centralized around a Byzantine Revival rotunda and topped by a pyramidal shape clad in an intricate 
mosaic. The exterior is embellished with sculptures of symbolic figures, some of whom are represented
as Greeks or Egyptians, and the grounds that surround it referenced those in the Mediterranean. Despite
the wide range of influences, the various styles were integrated into the design in a formal, disciplined 
way, creating an aesthetic that was simultaneously new and singular, while evoking a sense of the 
traditional.

The exuberance of the Exotic Revival was possible because it had no basis in architectural dogma. It 
was not bound by tenets or theories, and it did not come about through necessity, academic exploration,
or as a reaction to what came before it. Exotic Revival was pure fantasy and expression, a new level of 
creativity and imagination that was both embraced and allowed to blossom in one of the most 
architecturally diverse periods in the history of Los Angeles.

Period of Significance

The period of significance for the Amasis Apartments is defined as 1926 for its significance as a 
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notable example of the Egyptian Revival style.

Integrity

The Amasis Apartments retain a high degree of integrity, and are mostly unaltered.

Location: The subject property is in its original location and therefore retains this aspect of integrity.

Design: The subject property retains most of its character-defining features from its period of 
construction, including its painted Egyptian motifs, and therefore is able to convey its historic 
significance as an Egyptian Revival apartment building. The building's overall massing, configuration, 
and character-defining decorative elements remain. Therefore, the building retains integrity of design.

Setting: The property is located in Hollywood, and while more recent development has occurred on the
block, the prominence of the building in its original location remains. The building retains integrity of 
setting.

Materials: Minor alterations have minimally affected the building's integrity of materials. The property
retains the majority of its materials from its initial construction, therefore this element of integrity 
remains intact.

Workmanship: The building's original workmanship is still evident through its overall construction 
methods and materials. The building retains this element of integrity.

Feeling: The original character-defining features still remain, presenting the same basic appearance 
from the street as when it was built. No major alterations have occurred. The building retains integrity 
of feeling.

Association: The property has been continuously used as a multi family residence since its 
construction in 1926. It is just as recognizable today as a 1920s residential building that is directly 
linked with this period of development in Hollywood. Therefore, it retains integrity of association.
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PERMIT HISTORY

1972 – fire repair 5%

1982 – acoustic ceilings, floor coverings, general repairs

1998 - reroof
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	Secondary Construction Type: [Select]
	Primary Cladding Material: [Stucco, smooth]
	Secondary Cladding Material: [Select]
	Primary Shape: [Flat]
	Secondary Shape: [Select]
	Primary Roof: [Select]
	Secondary Roof: [Select]
	Primary Window Type: [Casement]
	Secondary Window Type: [Jalousie/Louver]
	Primary Window Material: [Wood]
	Secondary Window Material: [Aluminum]
	Primary Main Entry Style: [Recessed]
	Secondary Main Entry Style: [Select]
	Primary Door Material: [Select]
	Secondary Door Material: [Select]
	AS Date 1: 
	AS Summary 1: See attachments
	AS Date 2: 
	AS Summary 2: 
	AS Date 3: 
	AS Summary 3: 
	AS Date 4: 
	AS Summary 4: 
	AS Date 5: 
	AS Summary 5: 
	AS Date 6: 
	AS Summary 6: 
	AS Date 7: 
	AS Summary 7: 
	AS Date 8: 
	AS Summary 8: 
	National Register: 
	California Register: 
	Formally eiligible: 
	HPOZ: 
	Contributing Feature: 
	Non-contributing Feature: 
	Historic Resource Survey: Off
	Survey Name1: 
	Survey Name2: 
	Other Historic Designation: 
	Criterion 1: Off
	Criterion 2: 
	Criterion 3: Yes
	Contact Name1: James Dastoli
	Company1: 
	Contact St Address1: PO Box 1843
	ContactCity1: Los Angeles
	State1: CA
	Contact Zip1: 90028
	Phone1: 
	Email1: james.dastolI@gmail.com
	Owner Supported: Unkown
	Contact Name2: 
	Company2: 
	Contact St Address2: 
	ContactCity2: 
	State2: CA
	Contact Zip2: 
	Phone2: 
	Email2: 
	Contact Name3: James Dastoli
	Company3: 
	Contact St Address3: PO Box 1843
	ContactCity3: Los Angeles 
	State3: CA
	Contact Zip3: 90028
	Phone3: 
	Email3: james.dastolI@gmail.com


