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May 12, 2025 

VIA EMAIL 

Chair Bob Blumenfield and Honorable Members of 
the Planning and Land Use Management Committee 
Los Angeles City Council 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.gov 

   

Re: 6136 Manchester Project, Council File No. 25-0287, Response to Public Comments 

Dear Chair Blumenfield and PLUM Committee Members: 

This firm represents the applicant for the 6136 Manchester project (“Project”), which will bring 
489 new housing units, including 64 units set aside for Very Low Income households, to the Westchester 
neighborhood of the City. The PLUM Committee will consider an appeal of the Project at its May 13, 
2025 meeting, for which Planning Department staff have provided a comprehensive response to all 
objections made in the appeal and recommend its denial. 

Separate from the appeal, two public comment letters have been submitted to the Project’s 
Council File regarding the alleged existence of an active earthquake fault in the vicinity of the Project 
site. However, as demonstrated by the sustainable communities environmental assessment (“SCEA”) 
prepared and adopted for the Project, the Project site is not within a State- or City-designated fault 
zone, no known or potential active faults have been identified as underlying the Project site, and as the 
SCEA concluded, the risk for surface rupture at the Project site is considered low.  

Nevertheless, following the submittal of these recent public comments, Eyestone 
Environmental, the consultant that prepared the SCEA, as well as the Project’s expert geotechnical 
consultant, have re-examined the SCEA’s analyses and conclusions regarding existing and potential 
faults in the vicinity of the property. As demonstrated by their technical memoranda included as 
Attachment A, the SCEA’s conclusions remain correct and no faults exist at or near the Project site. 
Therefore, there is no requirement for additional geological analyses or a fault study to be conducted for 
the Project.  

*  * * 

 



 
Chair Blumenfield and Honorable PLUM Committee Members 
May 12, 2025 
Page 2 

In summary, as reflected by the entirety of the administrative record, the Project complies with 
all applicable State and local codes and regulations, including all regulations pertaining to seismic issues, 
and as concluded by the SCEA, the Project will not result in any potentially significant impacts. We 
respectfully request that you recommend denial of the appeal and uphold the City Planning 
Commission’s approval of the Project. 

Sincerely, 

 
Todd Nelson 
Partner 
of RAND PASTER & NELSON, LLP 

 

Attachment 
 

 

cc: Michelle Carter, Department of City Planning 
Heather Bleemers, Department of City Planning 
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101 Continental Boulevard, Suite 240, El Segundo, CA 90245 
Phone (424) 207-5333  Fax (424) 207-5349 

TO: Michelle Carter, Department of City Planning 
City of Los Angeles 

FROM: Eyestone Environmental 

DATE: April 29, 2025 

SUBJECT: 6136 West Manchester Avenue; 8651 South La Tijera Boulevard 
(CPC-2022-6064-DB-MCUP-CDO-SPR-HCA-PHP, ENV-2022-6065-SCEA, 
Council File No. 25-0287) — Responses to Public Comments Regarding 
Alleged Fault Zone 

CC: Heather Bleemers, Department of City Planning 

   

Eyestone Environmental prepared the Recirculated Sustainable Communities 
Environmental Assessment (SCEA) for the 6136 West Manchester Boulevard Project (City 
of Los Angeles ENV-2022-6065-SCEA) (Project), which the Los Angeles City Planning 
Commission (CPC) approved on February 13, 2025.  The CPC’s Letter of Determination 
(LOD) was released on February 21, 2025.   

The Los Angeles City Council’s Planning and Land Use Management (PLUM) 
Committee will consider the Project at a hearing scheduled for May 13, 2025.  Recently, 
two public comments regarding the Project were submitted to the Council File for the 
Project.  These two comments made by Jesse Barruquin and Chris Leverich express 
concern regarding the Project Site’s proximity to the Charnock Fault.  In particular, Mr. 
Barruquin’s comment suggests that further study would be required due to the Project 
Site’s proximity to the Charnock Fault.  

As provided in the Recirculated SCEA, beginning on page 170, and based on the 
Geotechnical Investigation included as Appendix E of the SCEA, which was approved by 
the Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety (LADBS) on February 3, 2023, the 
Project Site is not within an Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone or within a City-
designated Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area, and no known active faults underlie the 
Project Site.  As shown in Appendix I of the Geotechnical Investigation, the closest active 
fault to the Project Site that is considered capable of surface rupture is the Newport–
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Inglewood Fault, located approximately 2.6 miles northeast of the Project Site.1  Mr. 
Barruquin acknowledges this fact in his own comment by noting that “The State of 
California does not presently consider the Charnock Fault to be active... It is not included in 
any official Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone mapping, and thus state law did not 
mandate fault-rupture studies for projects here.”  Therefore, as set forth in the Recirculated 
SCEA, as there are no known faults underlying the Project Site, the risk for surface rupture 
at the Project Site is considered low.   

Additionally, according to the Charnock Fault Discussion memorandum prepared by 
GeoConcepts, Inc., included herein as Attachment A, based on the City of Los Angeles 
Building Code,2 a fault investigation would be required for non-exempt projects located in 
an Earthquake Fault Zone.  The Earthquake Fault Zone is a regulatory zone surrounding 
the surface traces of active faults.  An active fault is defined as a fault that has ruptured in 
the last 11,000 years, and other faults that have not ruptured are considered inactive.  As 
noted above, the Project Site is not located in the Earthquake Fault Zone identified by the 
State of California or the City of Los Angeles; therefore, as concluded in the Charnock 
Fault Discussion memorandum, a fault study or additional geologic analyses are not 
warranted or required. 

 
 
1 GeoConcepts, Inc., Preliminary Geotechnical Engineering Investigation—6136 West Manchester and 

8651 South La Tijera, February 7, 2022, page 32. (Appendix E.2 of this SCEA). 

2  Note that the City of Los Angeles Building Code, and not the Los Angeles County Building Code cited by 
Mr. Barruquin, applies to the Project Site and the Project. 



 

Attachment A 
 

 Charnock Fault Discussion Memorandum 
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www.GeoConceptsInc.com 
14428 Hamlin St., Suite 200, Van Nuys, CA  91401 + 22601 Pacific Coast Highway, Suite 235, Malibu, CA 90265 
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CV 6136 Manchester LLC 
c/o CityView 
Attn: Stephen Roberts 
1901 Avenue of the Stars Suite 1900 
Los Angeles, California 90067 
 
Subject: CHARNOCK FAULT DISCUSSION 

6136 West Manchester Ave 
8651 South La Tijera Blvd 

Westchester, California 
 
References:  
 
1) Preliminary Geologic and Geotechnical Engineering report by GeoConcepts, Inc. covering 

the subject site, dated February 7, 2022.  
2) Infiltration Report by GeoConcepts, Inc. covering the subject site dated July 19, 2022. 
3) Update Report by GeoConcepts, Inc. covering the subject site dated July 27, 2022. 
4) Soils Report Approval Letter by the City of Los Angeles, Department of Building and Safety 

covering the subject site dated February 3, 2023. 
 
Dear Mr. Roberts: 
 
Pursuant to your request, presented herein is a discussion of the Charnock Fault in relation to the 
proposed project that was approved by The City of Los Angeles, Department of Building and 
Safety.  
 
Based on the City of Los Angeles Building Code, a fault investigation would be required for non-
exempt projects located in an Earthquake Fault Zone. The Earthquake Fault Zone is a regulatory 
zone surrounding the surface traces of active faults. An active fault is defined as a fault that has 
ruptured in the last 11,000 years, and other faults that have not ruptured are considered inactive. 
The site is not located in the Earthquake Fault Zone, therefore a fault study or additional geologic 
analyses are not warranted or required.   
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Should you have any questions regarding this report, please do not hesitate to contact the 
undersigned at your convenience. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
GeoConcepts, Inc. 
 

   1 
 
 
Raffi Dermendjian 
Project Engineer 
PE C. 88261 
RD: 6058-5  
 
Distribution: (1) Addressee 
    
 
  



April 25, 2025 Page 3 
Project  6058 
 
  



April 25, 2025 Page 4 
Project  6058 
 
  



April 25, 2025 Page 5 
Project  6058 
 
  



April 25, 2025 Page 6 
Project  6058 
 
  



April 25, 2025 Page 7 
Project  6058 
 
  



April 25, 2025 Page 8 
Project  6058 
 
 


