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The Coelho Center for Disability Law, Policy, and Innovation | CoelhoCenter@lmu.edu | 
1 LMU Drive, University Hall 2236, Los Angeles, CA 90045 

May 20, 2025 

To Whom It May Concern:  

We are writing on behalf of The Coelho Center for Disability Law, Policy, and Innovation at Loyola 
Marymount University in Los Angeles to oppose the proposed FY 25-26 budget cuts to the 
Department on Disability (DOD), which would have an immediate and direct, negative impact on 
the community. The proposed cut to the DOD team is not only illegal under the many state and 
federal disability laws, but withholds the dignity and suspends the rights of people with disabilities. 
These cuts will endanger the most vulnerable among us. At a higher number of dollars cut to DOD 
than to any other area of the budget, it is unacceptable to allow this to stand.  

These cuts will impact the following areas with direct lines to public health, including:  

• HIV prevention and harm reduction programs

• Community outreach and direct referrals

• Emergency response access, including ASL interpreters and accessible shelter planning

• Digital accessibility

Families and communities in Los Angeles will lose out on services, will not be aware of what is 
going on during emergencies, and may not be able to access crucial information that they need. 
And it does not just impact that one person, the impact spreads and will have unintended 
consequences among community members. We will have higher numbers of people who will go 
untreated for conditions that are manageable with resources, and families waiting for respite care, 
or to be seen at all for services. When we fail to prioritize the most vulnerable among us, we are 
harming the community, taking away people’s dignity, and disregarding their humanity.  

The Coelho Center was founded by Representative Anthony “Tony” Coelho in 2018. Rep. Coelho 
was the original sponsor of the Americans with Disabilities and a leader in disability rights. Among 
other work, The Coelho Center builds a scholarly community dedicated to studying disability 
related issues, fosters students and practitioners interested in working with the disability 
community, and actively supports legislation that advances the rights of people with disabilities at 
the local, state, and federal levels. The Coelho Center has partnered with LA DoD to co-host policy 
discussions.   

mailto:CoelhoCenter@lmu.edu


 

The Coelho Center for Disability Law, Policy, and Innovation | CoelhoCenter@lmu.edu | 
1 LMU Drive, University Hall 2236, Los Angeles, CA 90045 

On October 16, 2024, Mayor Karen Bass joined Tony Coelho and the LMU community at The Coelho 
Center ribbon-cutting event at Loyola Marymount University where she gave a speech in which she 
said:   

In four short years we will have the Olympics here... [and] in 2028 it will be the first 
time we host the Paralympic Games.  ...When we think about the Games coming, it’s 
an opportunity to lift up this [accessibility] issue.  So, I would definitely like to 
establish a partnership with the [Coelho] Center to look at [] how we continue the 
‘inclusion revolution’ that really was launched by the Americans with Disabilities 
Act.  It’s an opportunity to highlight the fact that people have challenges which 
should not limit them, all that they can accomplish with those challenges, and I 
know that working here with the Center will be an opportunity to really do that.  So, 
forging a new partnership with your Center, the students and the alumni as we 
prepare for 2028, we will do it in a way that benefits Angelinos directly.  And, for 
those Angelinos who feel that they have to be excluded, or that they are excluded, or 
that they have to stand in the shadows, it will be an opportunity to tell them that is 
not true.  LA is an inclusive city.  We are on the cutting edge in our state [] California 
on inclusion, and we have an opportunity to really call attention in a very positive 
way.  So, congratulations to LMU, and I will look forward to that partnership that we 
will establish.    

We are now three short years from the Olympic and Paralympic games, and we are not prepared for 
accessibility in our city. In addition to serving Angelinos, it is not the time to be cutting DoD because 
of the critical role it plays in advocating for access in LA28 planning. LA is going to be on an 
international stage soon, and our lack of accessibility and the negative impact and dire 
consequences for people with disabilities will be imminent. We urge you to reconsider the cuts 
here, especially as these programs are already needing more resources and we urge you to 
consider taking that funding from elsewhere in the budget.  

Sincerely,  

Katherine Perez  Tony Coelho 
Director  Founder 
The Coelho Center The Coelho Center 

mailto:CoelhoCenter@lmu.edu
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