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����������������������������� !"��#�!�$�$���#�%����!&�'�����"�&�(�&$�)��%$�*�+,'-.--/0������#)�1�23456789:;<7=>?@<A43@BC7DE37FG H@=I�J:6�KLI�KMKN�:5�OPLQ�RJS@;96BT7P�UV�W456�XY7D�23456789:;<7=>?@<A43@BC7DE37FGT7P�W9@<ZEW[X>9:3456E7<\I�]@??9̂C=>\F:49E37FI�W_JW>9:3456E7<\I�̀:?F4CEX:CÛ4?>9:3456E7<\a�bcdefghifhhj�khlmndo�khpplmdqr�sptunq�vquqcpcmq�wksvx�fuy�gccm�ylnncyyzloor�ylgpdqqcj�qh�rhli�khppdyydhm�hi�kdqrkhlmndo{�|c�tih}djcj�dmzhipuqdhm�gcoh~�ughlq�ksvy�umj�uqqunfcj�u�nhtr�hz�qfc�ksv{|c�cmnhliuec�rhl�qh�icunf�hlq�qh�qfc�khpplmdqr�sptunq�vquqcpcmq��doci�qh�un�mh~ocjec�icncdtq�umj�dz�qfdy�khpplmdqrsptunq�vquqcpcmq�~doo�gc�ynfcjlocj�uq�u�zlqlic�pccqdme{�bcdefghifhhj�khlmndo�ghuij�pcpgciy�uic�}holmqcciy�umj�dq~hloj�gc�fcotzlo�dz�qfcr�icncd}cj�nhmzdipuqdhm�qfuq�rhl�icncd}cj�qfcdi�ksv{�fc�ksv�tihncyy�~uy�cmugoc�gr�qfc�qh��hy�amecocy�ajpdmdyqiuqd}c�khjc��vcnqdhm���{���{�sq�tih}djcy�qfuq���ubcdefghifhhj�khlmndo�pur�qu�c�u�zhipuo�thydqdhm�hm�u�puqqci�gr�~ur�hz�u�khpplmdqr�sptunq�vquqcpcmq�wksvx�hi�~idqqcmicyholqdhm{��bky�icticycmquqd}cy�uoyh�qcyqdzr�gczhic�kdqr��huijy�umj�khppdyydhmy�hm�qfc�dqcp�icouqcj�qh�qfcdi�ksv{�sz�qfcbcdefghifhhj�khlmndo�nfhhycy�qh�jh�yh��qfc�bcdefghifhhj�khlmndo�icticycmquqd}c�plyq�tih}djc�qfc�khppdyydhm�~dqf�unhtr�hz�qfc�ksv�hi�i�cyholqdhm�ylzzdndcmqor�dm�uj}umnc�zhi�ic}dc~��thyydgoc�dmnolydhm�hm�qfc�uecmju��umj�thyqdme�hm�qfckhppdyydhm�y�~cgydqc{amr�dmzhipuqdhm�rhl�num�tih}djc�icouqcj�qh�rhli�uecmju�ycqqdme�ynfcjloc�dy�fcotzlo�qh�yfuic�~dqfqfc�bk{sz�qfc�ksv�hi�icyholqdhm�tciqudmy�qh�u�puqqci������������������������������������jlidme�qfc�qdpc�qfc�puqqci�dy�fcuij��qfcjcydemuqcj�bcdefghifhhj�khlmndo�icticycmquqd}c�yfhloj�gc�ed}cm�um�htthiqlmdqr�qh�ticycmq�qfc�bcdefghifhhj�khlmndo�yzhipuo�thydqdhm{�|c�cmnhliuec�gcnhpdme�zupdodui�~dqf�qfc�kdqr�khlmndoy�ilocy�hm�qfc�ylg�cnq{�aq�qfc�kfudi�y�jdynicqdhm��qfcbcdefghifhhj�khlmndo�icticycmquqd}c�pur�gc�uy�cj�qh�fu}c�u�ycuq�uq�qfc�qugoc�whi�c�ld}uocmq�zhi�u�}diqluo�pccqdmexqrtdnuoor�icyci}cj�zhi�kdqr�yquzz�umj�pur�tih}djc�qfc�bcdefghifhhj�khlmndo�icticycmquqd}c�phic�qdpc�qfum�uoohqqcj�qhpcpgciy�hz�qfc�ecmciuo�tlgodn{��fcr�uic�uoyh�tcipdqqcj�lt�qh�zd}c�w�x�pdmlqcy�hz�qdpc�qh�ujjicyy�qfc�ocedyouqd}c�ghjr{�sz�qfcksv�hi�icyholqdhm�tciqudmy�qh�u�puqqci���������������������������qfc�jcydemuqcj�bcdefghifhhj�khlmndo�icticycmquqd}c�purytcu��jlidme��cmciuo��lgodn�khppcmqy{|c�yfuic�qfdy�dmzhipuqdhm�qh�uyydyq�rhl�~dqf�qfc�jhn�cqdme�mcdefghifhhj�nhlmndo�dqcpy�gczhic�rhli�ghuij nhppdyydhm{�szrhl�fu}c��lcyqdhmy�umj hi�nhmncimy��tocuyc�nhmqunq�qfc�¡ctuiqpcmq�hz�bcdefghifhhj�¢pth~cipcmq�uq£¤¥¦§£̈©ª«©ª¬­®̄°¦̈±{²²²²²²²²��fdy�dy�um�ulqhpuqcj�icythmyc��tocuyc�¡³�b³��ictor�qh�qfdy�cpudo{�²²²²²²²²khmqunq�smzhipuqdhmbcdefghifhhj�khlmndó��sk³bupć�µcyydnu��lmj¢pudó�¶£··©̧¹º«±¤ª­©°¬¦¤�fc��huij�uttih}cj�qfdy�ksv�gr�u�}hqc�hź�»cuw��x�burw�x�agyqudmw¼x�smcodedgocw¼x��cnlyuow¼x¡uqc�hz�bk��huij�anqdhḿ�¼� �� �¼���rtc�hz�bk��huij�anqdhḿ�aeudmyqsptunq�smzhipuqdhm¡uqć�¼� �� �¼��½tjuqc�qh�u��ic}dhly�smtlq́�bh¡dicnqcj��h́�kdqr�khlmndo�umj�khppdqqccy���huij�hz��iumythiquqdhm�khppdyydhmciy��kodpuqc�¢pciecmnr�¾hgdod¿uqdhmkhppdyydhmkhlmndo��doc�blpgcí���À¼Á¼¼kdqr��oummdme�blpgcíaecmju�¡uqć�¼� �� �¼��sqcp�blpgcívlppuiŕ��fc��sk³�bk�yqihmeor�htthycy�qfc�tihthycj��»����À�Á�kdqr�hz��hy�amecocy��ljecq�wÂ�Á�a�Ãx�qh�qfc�cÄqcmqqfuq�dq�~hloj�nlq�zlmjdme�zhi�qfc�cyycmqduo�yci}dncy��icyhlincy��tiheiupy��umj�dmziuyqilnqlic�qfuq��sk³�bk�umj�dqy�ndqd¿cmytidhidqd¿cÅqfhyc�icouqcj�qh�qfc�cm}dihmpcmq��nodpuqc�nfumec��qiumythiquqdhm�umj�phgdodqr{��sk³�bk�liecy�qfc�¾urhi�umjkdqr�khlmndo�qh�ic}dyc�qfc�tihthycj��Á�a��umj�qh�ujhtq�u�gljecq�nhmydyqcmq�~dqf�nicuqdme�qfc��hy�amecocy�qfuq�~cjcytciuqcor�~umqÅumj�jcyci}cÅhmc�qfuq�dy�yuzc��icydodcmq��c�ldqugoc��ylyqudmugoc��umj�unncyydgoc�zhi�uoo{�µumluirÆyjc}uyquqdme�zdicy�wdmnoljdme�qfc��uodyujcy�umj�¢uqhm�zdicyxÅyhpc�hz�qfc�~hiyq�nodpuqcÀcÄunciguqcj�jdyuyqciy�dm�kuodzhimdu
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COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT 

 
 OPPOSSITION TO FY 2025-26 PROPOSED BUDGET CUTS TO 

ENVIRONEMTAL, CLIMATE,  
AND TRANSPORTATION AND MOBILITY PRIORITIES 

 

Council File: # 25-0600 

Position: OPPOSE 

Dear Mayor Bass, City Council Members, Chief Administrative Officer Szabo & City Controller 
Meija: 

The PICO Neighborhood Council (“NC”) strongly opposes the proposed FY 2025-2026 City of Los 
Angeles Budget (“26LAB”) to the extent that it would cut funding for the essential services, resources, 
programs, and infrastructure that PICO NC and its citizens prioritize—those related to the 
environment, climate change, transportation and mobility.   

The PICO NC urges the Mayor and City Counsil to revise the proposed 26LAB and to adopt a budget 
consistent with creating the Los Angeles that we desperately want—and deserve—one that is safe, 
resilient, equitable, sustainable, and accessible for all.  

Environment and Climate Change 

PICO NC understands that the 26 LAB would significantly cut climate- and environment-related 
positions in nearly every department within the city. This short-sighted thinking will only lead to more 
catastrophes: without any mechanisms for emergency preparedness or planning for heat, flooding, or 
wildfires, all Angelenos will be at risk.  Indeed, January’s devastating fires (including the Palisades and 
Eaton fires)—some of the worst climate-exacerbated disasters in California history—highlight the 
importance of ensuring adequate funding for climate preparedness and protection.   

The Mayor’s proposal to eliminate the City’s Climate Emergency Mobilization Office (CEMO) is 
especially alarming. CEMO was founded to ensure Los Angeles is prepared to execute an equitable 
response to the growing impacts of climate change.  Discontinuing CEMO would pose a grave threat to 
LA’s climate readiness and leave the City even more vulnerable to catastrophic disasters like the 
January fires. Somewhat ironically, eliminating CEMO could even put at risk significant funding that 
the state recently awarded CEMO to develop a replicable Extreme Heat Blueprint, potentially costing 
the City money. 
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But the 26LAB would also cut many other key departments and programs that safeguard LA’s 
environment and public health.  Indeed, it would cut (1) the entire environmental justice unit at the 
Planning Department, (2) one hundred and fifty-nine positions at LA Sanitation, (3) the City’s 
biodiversity and urban forestry and soils programs, and (4) the LA River Coordinator position, which 
has been critical in efforts to restore the LA River. 

PICO NC opposes all such cuts and urges the Mayor and City Council to revise the 26LAB to ensure 
adequate funding for environmental and climate change programs and services. 

Transportation and Mobility 

PICO NC further understands that the 26LAB’s cuts would also significantly hamper the City’s efforts 
to comply with its legal and moral obligations in connection with transportation and mobility—issues 
central to the quality of life of every Angeleno.  As reported by the Boyle Heights Beat on May 5, 
2025, “Laura Rubio-Cornejo, the city of L.A.’s general manager for the transportation department, said 
the proposed cuts could jeopardize revenue generated by parking enforcement and implementation of 
Measure HLA and Vision Zero.” 

Not properly funding transportation and mobility services and infrastructure is particularly 
objectionable considering: (1) FY25-26 will be the first full budget preparation cycle since the federal 
government adopted PROWAG and voters overwhelmingly approved Measure HLA; and (2) Los 
Angeles streets are more dangerous than ever, with a pedestrian injured every five hours and killed 
every two days. Moreover, the Olympics will not wait for Los Angeles to get its act together when it 
comes to infrastructure, and if we hope to achieve a “car free” Olympics and to serve Angelenos that 
use our City’s infrastructure on a daily basis, it’s imperative the City fund the planning work that must 
be done now, in order to get projects up and running before the games. 

The PICO NC thus urges the City to realign its priorities with its legal and moral obligations and do 
everything in its power to put an end to the carnage in our streets and implement projects that help our 
City become more multimodal. Each day that our streets remain as they are, Angelenos are 
unnecessarily injured and killed due to traffic violence.  

Thus, PICO NC calls on the Mayor and City Council to amend the 2026 LAB and adopt a 2025-2026 
budget that meets (or exceeds) the budget requests made by LADOT and Streets LA before the 26LAB 
was released.  

Alternative Methods for Balancing the Budget 

Instead of cutting funding for environmental protection, climate-disaster preparedness, and safe, 
accessible transportation and mobility infrastructure (including multimodal transportation), PICO NC 
urges the City to increase funding for those essential and urgent priorities.   

If the City needs to identify budget line items that are receiving outsized funding relative to the goals 
of Anglenos, which funding could be better allocated to align with those goals, the graphs below of the 
(a) 2024-2025 FY Unrestricted Budget; and of (b) changes from the 2023-24 FY Budget to the 2024-
2025 FY Budget are instructive. 
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Budgets and year-over-year budget increases and decreases like those reflected above and like 
those proposed in the 26LAB are not consistent with the goals and priorities of the PICO NC 
and its residents. Nor are they consistent with the realities we now face because of decades of 
global inaction on climate and environmental issues. PICO NC urges the City Council and 
Mayor to do better. 
 

 
 

PRESENTED BY: Lisa Kaye  
SECONDED BY: Jessica Lund 

YES: 12, NO: 1,ABSTAIN: 0, RECUSAL: 0 
ON THIS DATE: May 21, 2025 

 
 

 
 
 

Lisa Kaye
Lisa Kaye
President
PICO Neighborhood Council


