| wa ong | I A o o aJi \ A W EFEIR
T 4 o """ 2 Responses to Comments

In addition, in order to provide easier public access into the Project Site, the Project wouid
provide off-site improvements to the segment of Valleyheart Drive, south of LAFD Fire
Station 78, and portions of the Zev Greenway adjacent to the Project Site would have
direct access to the walking pathway circumnavigating the Project Site. Furthermore, as
described on page 11-20 of the Draft EIR, the Project's gymnasium would include a
ground-level community room available for public use by organizations through a
reservation system. The community-accessible meeting space would be located along
the southeastern corner of the building with the main entrance facing the Los Angeles
River and be located adjacent to newly-landscaped areas, benches, other seating, and
walking pathways. In addition to the community room, the Project’s “River Room” would
be located along the southwestern corner of the gymnasium building. While not directly
reservable for general public use, the River Room would be used by Harvard-Westlake
and preapproved environmental organizations to offer publicly-accessible classes,
educational programming, nature walks, lectures, and cultural experiences relating to the
role of the Los Angeles River in the City's evolution and those who have inhabited the
area over time.

By providing a variety of accessible recreational opportunities, the Project would support
the following: field, pool, and gym-based sports by pre-approved community groups or
swim program members when not in use by the School; continued playing of tennis on
eight courts; and regular access to approximately 5.4 acres (235,224 square feet) of
passive open space, including the three-quarter mile long pedestrian pathway system
described above. Several comments were received requesting clarity on what types of
groups would be permitted to use the Project Site, and what the process for receiving pre-
approval might entail. Based on information received from Harvard-Westlake, the pre-
approval requirement for groups ensures that: a) the group is familiar with and abides by
the conditions of Project Site usage (including, but not limited to, preferred driving routes,
allowable hours of operation, and prohibition on parking in the neighborhood); b) the
group or organization is able to provide appropriate supervision of its intended activities
and participants; and c) the use of facilities can be managed in a way that best supports
the aggregate, desired activity or program schedules of public groups across the Project
Site. A group would consist of any organization or league that has a registration process
for its own participants, provides trained staffing and/or coaching, provides supervision
commensurate with its activities and number of participants, maintains liability insurance
covering its participants, and has an executed/up-to-date agreement in place with the
School. Group use of the tennis courts, such as for a tournament or tennis club, would
be permissible as is individual use. With the exception of the walking pathway, putting
green, café, and clubhouse, use of recreational facilities by entities other than the School
would require a fee to help offset the cost of basic maintenance and security functions.

The Draft EIR lists among the Project Objectives that the Project would provide academic
opportunities for science labs, outdoor classes, bird-watching, and other non-athletic
school activities. Harvard-Westlake classes would be primarily held on the Upper School
campus, and no classroom buildings are proposed as part of the Project. Since academic
use of the Project Site is an important Project Objective, the Project Site would be used
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