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Community Impact Statement 
Temporary Closures / Active Transportation Facilities / Transportation Network 

Improvement / PWRS / Proposed Policies and Procedures 
Council File 20-1469-S1 

 
August 20, 2024 
 
Honorable Members of the Los Angeles City Council, 
 
The motion for Council File 20-1469-S1 asks that the Department of Transportation, 
with support from the Bureau of Engineering and the Bureau of Street Services, be 
instructed to report back, within 90 days, with existing and/or proposed policies and 
procedures to notify and protect users during the temporary closure of active 
transportation facilities (sidewalks, off-street paths, and Class II and Class IV Bicycle 
Lanes), including notification, signage, equivalent facility and/or safe detour 
requirements. 
 
The Rampart Village Neighborhood Council supports this council file with the inclusion 
of the following request because our stakeholders have experienced firsthand the 
shortcomings of the City’s policies and procedures for temporary closure of active 
transportation facilities in our area and we have gathered evidence to show that this 
failure to meet safety standards is neither an isolated instance nor the result of an 
administrative error. 
 
We will demonstrate our safety concerns using a recent example in which the sidewalk 
at 200 N Vermont Avenue was closed from February 8 – 22, 2024.  Virgil Middle School 
is located at 152 N Vermont Avenue, just south of Council Street, and the sidewalk in 
front of 200 N Vermont Avenue provides access from the school to the Vermont/Beverly 
Metro Station. 
 
When we observed the sidewalk closure at 200 N Vermont Avenue on February 8, we 
made Service Request # 1-4647956881 citing illegal construction because no detours 
and no equivalent facilities were provided for pedestrians.  On February 9, we were 
informed that Service Request # 1-4647956881 was closed with the following 
comments: Please be advise this location has a Building Materials permit on file for k-
rails. Location will be inspected. 
 



When an equivalent facility was created on February 23, which consisted of a 
passageway between the k-rails and the sidewalk, we observed it being used by 
numerous students.  When we asked Council District 13 how they managed to address 
our safety concerns for the students, Laila Molina told us that she spoke with the 
Bureau of Street Services investigator who went to the site after the issue was brought 
to her attention and made sure a traffic control plan was enforced by the developer. 
 
In monitoring the delivery of city services related to this temporary closure of active 
transportation facilities in our area, the Rampart Village Neighborhood Council gathered 
the following information: 
 

 Bureau of Engineering issued Permit No. A2024-000049, Reference No. 108644, 
for the sidewalk closure which required: #3. Call for inspection before noon on 
the workday prior to doing any work. #6. Pedestrian and vehicular access must 
be maintained at all times. 

 

 LADOT accepted two Traffic Control Plans for Project BR004669 on October 28, 
2021 and January 3, 2022 and they told us that these traffic control plans were 
submitted by the developer and neither one of these traffic control plans 
explained the implementation of the safe passageway that we observed on 
February 23. 

 

 Bureau of Contract Management did not receive a call to do an inspection for 
Permit No. A2024-000049, Reference No. 108644, and we understand that the 
City Attorney will not enforce LAMC 62.61(f), Penalties for Noncompliance, 
because there isn’t consistent application of penalties across the City.  Ordinance 
187666 was created under Council File 20-1469 and it included penalties of 
$1000 for violating conditions and requirements of a permit (LAMC 62.61(b)) and 
$4000 for work without requesting inspection (LAMC 62.04(n)). 

 
Therefore, we request that the Department of Transportation, with support from the 
Bureau of Engineering and the Bureau of Street Services, take the issues raised above 
into consideration in its report back with existing and/or proposed policies and 
procedures to notify and protect users during the temporary closure of active 
transportation facilities 
 
In service, 
Rampart Village Neighborhood Council 
 

PRESENTED BY: Lara Morrison 
SECONDED BY: Jennifer Quinones 

YES: 7 NO: 0 ABSTAIN: 0 ABSENT: 1 INELIGIBLE: 2 
ON THIS DATE: August 20, 2024 

 


