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- COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT -

Council File: 21-1224

Title: Bus Lane Violations Enforcement / Los Angeles Department of Transportation
(LADOT) / Metro / Automated Cameras / AB 917 (Bloom) / NextGen Bus Plan

Position: For

Summary:

The North Westwood Neighborhood Council supports the proposed ordinance
and better enforcement of bus lanes, to keep transit moving quickly and efficiently.

Increasing the usage of bus lanes andmaintaining them for buses only is a key
to meeting our climate goals, as well as simply moving more people where they want
to go faster. It also supports mobility justice by providing greater access to
disproportionately lower-income transit riders.

Currently in Los Angeles, there are not enough traffic officers in Los Angeles to
enforce bus lanes, and even if there were, automated tools offer a more efficient and
less biased solution. Therefore, following the passage of Assembly Bill 917 (2021), we
encourage the City of Los Angeles to move forward, in cooperation with Los Angeles
Metro, with the draft ordinance andmemorandum of understanding to automatically
ticket cars parked in the bus lane and at bus stops.

The statistics from trials are promising, with 92 percent of bus lane obstructions
captured and 97.5 percent of license plates read. As required by state law, the program
also offers robust privacy and equity protections, including payment options for
low-income people, warnings for the first 60 days, evidence retention for only six
months or 60 days after final disposition, and pictures without evidence of a parking
violation destroyed within 15 days.

We appreciate the prioritization of Line 720 onWilshire Boulevard through our
district for the first phase of the deployment.

We also ask that the City work with the City of Santa Monica to enforce bus
lanes in Los Angeles with cameras on Big Blue Bus vehicles too.

https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2021/21-1224_rpt_dot_7-29-24.pdf


We further note that peak-hour-only bus lanes, such as those near our district,
could be kept clearer if their hours were expanded, to give more time for parked cars
or stopped traffic to clear out before peak-period traffic sets in. We therefore would
like to see wider hours for the lanes.

With this system in place, we hope that buses will raise their average speed
using their own dedicated lanes, making the bus more attractive and helping people
get out of cars (the single biggest source of greenhouse gas emissions in California).

Finally, we encourage the City to pursue further legislation to expand this
concept to enforcement of cars illegally parked in bike lanes as well.


