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Background – Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) Permit (Stormwater Permit)

• Protection of our local water bodies (i.e., Santa Monica 
Bay, LA River, Ballona Creek, Echo Park and Machado 
Lakes, etc.) from pollutants such as bacteria, toxics, 
trash, and nutrients for beneficial uses by the public.

• Issued by the LA Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(LARWQCB).  Current permit issued in 2021

• Permit elements grouped into two categories: Minimum 
Control Measures (MCM) and Receiving Water Limits.  
LID considered an MCM.

• Permit compliance of MCMs shown by annual reporting, 
while Receiving Water Limits are through water quality 
monitoring based on Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) 
compliance milestones.

• LASAN responsible for implementation and annual 
reporting of stormwater permit for the entire City.  

• LASAN implements the permit’s MCM Planning and Land 
Development Program element (i.e., LID)



LID Strategy and Elements
LID is a stormwater management strategy that seeks to mitigate the impacts of increases in runoff and 
stormwater pollution as close to its source as possible. LID incorporates site design approaches and Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) that promote the use of natural systems for infiltration, evapotranspiration, and 
use of stormwater. These LID practices can effectively remove nutrients, bacteria, and metals from stormwater 
while reducing the volume and intensity of stormwater flows. The MS4 permit requires municipalities to 
incorporate these requirements into development projects through our building permit process.



LID Ordinance History
2 0 11, City Co unc il a d o p te d  the  initia l LID Ord ina nc e ; CF 0 9 -15 5 4
• The  Ord ina nc e  re q uire d  LID me a s ure s  to  b e  inc o rp o ra te d  into  the  d e s ig n o f a ll 

d e ve lo p me nt a nd  re d e ve lo p me nt p ro je c ts  tha t ha ve  a  la nd  d is turb a nc e  a c tivity a nd  
a d d , c re a te , o r re p la c e  5 0 0  s q ua re  fe e t o r mo re  o f imp e rvio us  a re a .

2 0 15 , LID Ord ina nc e  Ame nd me nt; CF 14 -0 9 9 4
• The  LID Ord ina nc e  wa s  a me nd e d  to  me e t ne w re q uire me nts  o n the  MS4  Pe rmit a nd  

to  e ns ure  c o ns is te nc y with o the r e xis ting  o rd ina nc e s

Pro p o s e d  LID Ord ina nc e  Ame nd me nt 
• To  c o nfo rm with the  re q uire me nts  o f the  MS4  Pe rmit a nd  s tre a mline  LID p la n re vie w 

p ro c e s s e s  to  s up p o rt d e ve lo p me nt, inc lud ing  a ffo rd a b le  ho us ing , while  s till me e ting  
wa te r q ua lity re q uire me nts  a nd  g o a ls



Background
On De c e mb e r 9 , 2 0 2 2 , the  City Co unc il Ad o p te d  a  Re p o rt fro m the  Ene rg y, Clima te  Cha ng e , 
Enviro nme nta l Jus tic e , a nd  Rive r Co mmitte e  re la tive  to  LID to  s up p o rt ho us ing  c o ns truc tio n a nd  
o the r d e ve lo p me nt p ro je c ts .  The  re p o rt inc lud e d  4  re c o mme nd a tio ns :

• Request City Attorney to draft an ordinance to amend the LAMC Section 64.70 to align the City’s 
stormwater and urban runoff pollution control requirements LID Ordinance to conform with MS4 
Permit requirements, including the type and size of projects subject to LID review.

• DIRECT BOS to perform a fee study to evaluate the appropriate development services fees for LID plan 
check review, to achieve full cost recovery and the necessary staffing levels to optimize the delivery of 
development services.

• DIRECT BOS in coordination with the Bureau of Engineering, to evaluate the benefits and feasibility of 
consolidating the LID plan check review services into the Bureau of Engineering’s Development Services 
and Permits Program.

• DIRECT BOS to continue to implement further LID plan check improvements as needed to improve 
customer service delivery and wait time, including the development of standard plans for Accessory 
Dwelling Units.



LID Metrics: 2003 to 2023

Establishment of
LID Ordinance

Standard Urban Storm 
Water Mitigation Plan



Draft Ordinance
• The  e xis ting  LID Ord ina nc e  e s ta b lis he s  thre s ho ld s  fo r d e ve lo p me nt p ro je c ts  s ub je c t to  

LID re q uire me nts  tha t a re  mo re  s tring e nt tha n wha t is  re q uire d  in the  MS4  Pe rmit. The  
p ro je c ts  tha t a re  no t s ub je c t to  MS4  Pe rmit re q uire me nts  b ut a re  re g ula te d  b y the  
e xis ting  LID Ord ina nc e  a re  c la s s ifie d  a s  small scale projects.

• Draft ordinance will:

 Ra is e  the  minimum thre s ho ld  fo r the  LID c le a ra nc e  fro m 5 0 0  s q ua re  fe e t o f 
imp e rvio us  a re a  to  2 ,5 0 0  s q ua re  fe e t, the n a p p ly the  c rite ria  re q uire d  b y the  MS4  
Pe rmit to  d e te rmine  the  re q uire d  imp ro ve me nts  fo r e a c h d e ve lo p me nt p ro je c t.

 Re d uc e  LID re vie w time s  to  s up p o rt ho us ing  a nd  d e ve lo p me nt p ro je c ts

 Sup p o rt Exe c utive  Dire c tive s  1 a nd  4  fo r a ffo rd a b le  ho us ing  a nd  s ma ll b us ine s s e s

• Note that since the development of the LID Ordinance, residents of LA County 
voted for the Measure W Safe Clean Water measure to implement regional storm 
water capture and treatment projects, reducing the need for small scale projects.



Benefits: Alignment of LID Ordinance with Stormwater Permit 

ED1 Pro je c ts
• So me  ED1 Pro je c ts  will no  lo ng e r b e  s ub je c t to  LID Re q uire me nts  d e p e nd ing  o n the  

s ize  o f the  lo t
• Ac c e s s o ry Dwe lling  Unit (ADU) p ro je c ts  und e r 2 ,5 0 0  SF o f imp e rvio us  a re a  will no t b e  

s ub je c t to  LID re q uire me nts

ED4  Pro je c ts
• Co mme rc ia l De ve lo p me nt (i.e ., s ma ll b us ine s s e s ) tha t re d e ve lo p  le s s  tha n 5 ,0 0 0  SF o f 

imp e rvio us  a re a s  will no t b e  s ub je c t to  LID Re q uire me nts



Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)
• ADU Pro je c ts  und e r 2 ,5 0 0  SF o f imp e rvio us  a re a s  will no t b e  s ub je c t to  LID 

Re q uire me nts

ED1 Pro je c t Exa mp le

Residential / Northridge



THANK YOU
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